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Writer hopes dream comes true

After ‘reading all the recent publicity ‘concerning ' the
unfortunate possibility that there may soon be 204 new
houses built in Osterville, I woke the other morning with all
the details of a just-completed dream sharply focussed.in my
mind. In my dream I was consulting with a shadowy figure
whose identity and expertise was never clearly established,
but it was a man 1 talked with, and he seemed knowledgeable
al:zd willing to help. The conversation went something like
this. .

“‘Is there anything we can do about it?’’

‘*About what?"’

“~“The subdivision and development of the Kennedy land,
the' Darby Trust property, the land around Joshua and
Micah's Ponds in Osterville. Is there anything we can do to
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prevent 204 houses being built there?’

“Certainly,""

“What? What can we do?""

‘‘Buy it."”

*‘Buy? Who could afford to buy-it?’* s

*‘Wianno and Oyster Harbors people could, but then you'’s
be back where you are now. Sooner or later any individual c.
small group that invests a lot of money in land wants to reay
the profits. Better that a large group of people buy the land
with the eXpress understanding that, once acquired, it coul¢
be used only tor recreation.’’

*‘“Who would give money for that?’’

““You'd be surprised. People who depend on the com-
munity’s status for their livelihood are aware that ‘anything
that threatens the stability of the village, threatens their
future income. People who come to these summer colonies
recognize the unique quality of the area, They want to
maintain and protect it for their own pleasure. Not many
places like Osterville are left. Even those people of modest
means who love Osterville because this is such a nice place to
live, or those who have recently retired here, or those who
have always lived here may volunteer to help buy the land.
Everyone has his own reasons, of course, but everyone who
owns property in Osterville now owns value that could
depreciate if those 204 houses were to be constructed.’’

“You mean my own house could bring a lower price after
those lots are built on? Be worth less than | could get now,
even though a mile or more separates my land from any of
those lots?"’

“Yes, indeed. That subdivision will change the entire face
of Osterville village. Of course, it might not be agreed to use
it-only for recreation. It might be decided to divide it into .
about 50 two-acre house lots. If that were to happen, an
increase in the value of everyone’s real estate might be
realized."’ - = =

**Arc there other options?

“ “'“Always. A Special District Meeting of the C-O" Water
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“You'd need firm commitments, wouldn’t you?
Promises?"’ i : :

*“You would. . e

“‘Do you believe Osterville could do it?

;;ilérteﬁat's hoW my dream ended. That’s when I woke up.

Ever since, I've been thinkir}l}g about tt}r‘ife dream and
f ing if it might not, somehow, come 5
poncis g‘ Sincerely,

Andrea Leonard



