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• __ _ · Writer h<>p-is dream comes true 
After • reading all the recent publicfty ' . corice~riing ' the unfortunate · passibility that there may soon be 204 new . houses built in Osterville, I woke the other m·orning with all the details ofa just-completed dream sharply focussed , in my mind. In my dream I was consulting with a shadowv fiizure whose identity and expertise was never clearly established, but it was a man I talked with, and he seemed knowledgeable and willing to help. The conversation went something like ili~ • • 
"Is there anything we can do about itf' "About what?" 

- ' !The subdivision and development of the Kennedy land, the: Darby Trust property, the land around Joshua and Mi~ah's Ponds !n Osterville. Is there anything we can do to 

prevent 204 ho1;1ses- being· bu_ilt .thi:re?°" ' • "Certainly." . ,· ( r 

"What? What can we do?" 
"Buy it." 
"Buy? Who could· afford to buy ·it?" ··• • "Wianno and Oyster Harbors people could, but then you' , be back where you are now. Sooner or later any individual c. small group that invests a lot of money iri land wants to rea)! the profits. Better that a large group of people buy the land with the express understanding fhat, once acquired, it could be used only for recreation." . "Who would give ·money for that?" 

"You'd be surprised. People who depend on t_he com-munity's status for their livelihood are aware that ·anything that threatens the · stability of the village, threatens their -future income. People who come to these summer colonies recognize the unique ql!ality of the area. They want to , maintain and ,protect it for their own pleasure. Not many ' places like Osterville are left. Even those people of modest means who love Osterville because this is sue~ a nic:e place to live. or those who have recently retired here, or those who have always lived here may volunteer to help buy th_e land. Everyone has his own reasons, of course, but everyone who owns property in Osterville now owns value that could depreciate if those 204 houses were to be constructed ." "You mean my own house could bring a lower price after those lots are built on? Be worth less than I could get now,-· even though a mile or more separates my land from any of those lots?" 
"Yes .- indeed. That subdivision will change the entire face of Osterville village. Of course , it might not be agreed to use --it-only for recreation . It might be decided to divide it into . abo_ut 50 two-acre house lots. If that were to happen, an increase in the value of everyone's real estate might be realiked ." . _ . ,. _ 

• • • " A!.:. there other opt101:1s?. . . e C-(f"Water •: •! . , "Always. A Special D1str1ct Me_etmg_ of t\o rotect the 
District might vote;o pu~f3a1~es 

thA -~~0
t~~y Tow~ Meeting. recharge area of t e w~ te e·. land . for .,conservation. A might app_r?;iTit p~~iria:~r~/rhat the. ,Kennedy . f11m!lx wi!I ;remote ;posst Y h .11 ake the town a tax-deductible gift_ ,refsphondl tqdhoplfe~t-hteey ::d ~ad any such plans, though, it's o t e an . :y • bd' • • I " l'k I they would have filed the su 1v1s1on p an. un I e y ,. "What would it cost? 

"What would what cost?" 
• ., , "To quy thedlandf." million maybe Maybe less. Ir' the , . "Oh. upwar s o a • • • f legal fees ~:~~ne:r: r~~~s.~~~~:Tli~~i~fai~a~~~ ~;~r:;~~ af1 surveyed, it 

might be acquired for less thai:i !hat. ·ir dollars?" "H might we go about ra1smg a m1 ion . • • , , -0~ u would have to find out the fi~m askmg ~nee. Th Firs r; hold a meeting and inv~te the entire communtty ~o en yo~ be heard. That's how you'd get your finger on t e coT! ao~ the people. Summer residents, year-round hot?le- _ ou s • , d men retired couples; na ives ,owners. working :en ans 1:~ders • town officials, teachers, and newcomers; usmes . , At th f meeting you re~\ estate agent_s, cranberry g:~7r~~- of the ~ommunity. All want a ~ross secv~i• a bro'1d t~~ and considered. Conclusions the options shou d e/resend there but it's more likely a 
~~~~tu:!or:i~croerm t{fa;~:!!~~h~tt;~J~i~tli~::~~:~ the larger group at a f 'asible and agreement can be to buy the property seems e • ~ h -1 d t that time reached about the pur.poset~or aciu~rp1~~ \a1s~nng t~e required an offer to purchase, con mgen .. 
sum, might be made to the owne~s- ldn't you? "You'd need firm commitments, wou 
Promises?" , . 

"Youwould." '. dd '?" "Do you believe Osterv1lle coul O it• 
"Sure." • Th • h n I woke up. And that's how my dream ended. at s w e d d Ever since, I've been thinking about that ream an ,. wondering if it might not, some_how, come true. · SmcerelY, 

Andrea Leonard 


