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Occasional reg I • • • · d f this c 1 . • u ar, or Just -once-m-a-wh1le rea ers o 
about~.~~n ~ften ask, ·':'How do you find things to write 
du • • hat s seldom a problem· all of us are surrounded ring every k. ' 
of m wa mg moment of our lives with. things worthy 
little 

0
;~

0
of our attention. M·ost of us , induding me, kn?w so 

des .b ut ourselves and our environment that we could be 
en ed accurately as "abysmally ignorant.' : 

it's dTh~ _proble~ is not finding something to write about; 
of I eci~mg :Vhtch. It w~uld b~ fun to write about the history 

g ass makmg, or the mventton of the wheel . Or to trace a 
~orld-wide use of such a simple thing as stairs: 

Such an article might begin with ·, he pyramids in Egypt, 
tell how they were built, and give a view of the interior of a 
P~_aroah 's tomb . I could recount climbing, on all fours, to the· 
?tnnacle of a pyramid, from in.side ; of the motionless air deep 
~n the central part of the mass of stone; of the sensation of 
Impending doom that is almost overwhelming. It ' s no place 
for a claustrophobic, believe me. • · 
. The path would lead; eventually. t<;> memori~s of .climb­
tng the ramps and steps of- the Provincetown Monument to 
reach its observation platform; included would be the great 
rotunda of St. Peter's Cathedral in Rome, and that city's 
Spanish steps , as well as ascending to the Partl)enon in the 
old city of Athens under a full moon. It might culminate wjth 
elevators and escalators . • . 

If you've followed this · far, you understand why I say 
we 're ignorant. We use steps and stairs dozens of times a day 
without ever thinking abou.t them, without questioning the 
obvious, without wondering when, the first street curb was 
made, and how and when the:technique spread to cities and 
towns throughout the world. Nor do I know any more about it 
than you do. 

Recently there has· been much publicity about wasting 
our water supplies, air pollution, acid raid that destroys life in. 
lakes and ponds , and the.alarming reduction in the amount of 
acreage devoted to farming. I read ·a short time ago that prior 
'to WWII, Cape Cod produced and sent to Bost_on and Pr?~id­
ence markets 90% of the farm produce sold m .those c1t1es . 

. Today, only 40 years later, -90% of the farm produce consum­
ed on Cape Cod 'reaches us through those cities. 

A study of water, ways we treat it unwisely, ways ~e 
waste "it, what. we may face if we don't begin to take better 
care ofit, could include an exploration of historic examples·of 
irrigati~n systems in heavily popul~_ted countries like ~he Jap­
anese archipelago; in India where rice, the staple gram, must 
grow in flooded fields; an_d how we! in this co_untry, dam pow­
erful rfvers and divert waters from one section to o_t~ers. 

Salt-intrusion on seacoas~s. the effects of ~ewermg_waste 
water, de-salinization of seawater, and ~ays ram water 1s con-

. don Caribbean, Greek, and other islands where ground 
serve Id 'd . . h t water supplies are non-existent, cou provt e enoug ma er-
ial for a book. • · 

Entire cities, in -some parts of the world: sta~d abandon-

d b ause water supplies are depleted entirely; the streets 
e ec • • h • 't d • th h' ant except for tourists w o v1s1 to a mire e arc ttec-
are vacd observe the dry fountains, the baked garden-plots, 
ture an • • 1· f I d II ty rooms of buildings spraw mg over acres o an , a the emp . t , 

able because there 1s no wa er. • 
unus • h' I • t f I Although I know of these t ~ngs, am 1gnoran o ~o u-
. p e air and water and wise use of land,are subjects ttons . ur t'I . . 

h·ich I hold opinions; but un t my massive ignorance 
about w · • • d d . 1 d with intelligent recogmtton an reasone ways to ts rep ace . . I . 

t these basic resources, opmtons can on y raise ques-
~rotec _ t supply answers. Answers, ultimately, lie 'Yith an 
t10ns, no · • t · · 

d aroused and carmg socte Y • 
informe • ' • • d • ·t f • And as long as society mclu es a ma~ort yo peop(e who 

, about air, water, and land uses unless their .own 
don t care d h 't f • d . , ct· t needs are threatene , t e purt y o air an water mme ia e . 1 d . . 1 the arable food-product~g an are m Jeopardy. By the 
a_nd h. • d'tviduals recognize the dangers, the damage may time sue m . . 

11 be irreversible. 
we Cl to home, I might write of Osterville's parking sit-

oser k' . fr . S ecifically, the three par mg spaces m ont of the 
uattonffic~ concern me. As often as not, especially during the 
post O 

son these three spaces are taken by people visit-
mmer sea ' • I h su )'b ry shopping at spec1a ty s ops nearby, or doing 

ing the t ~a ' . 

their ban~mg ._11 takes to deposit a handful of letters in the cot-
The time . . . ,".'. 'lb . 

. b r to dash mstde, open a mat ox, and retrieve a 
tectton t• ~I is approximately one minute . The posted time 
~u~dl_e ~e:~i~utes. The thr_ee parking spac~s would be at-
1tm1t is te if used exclusively by those with an errand in most adequa 
h Post office. h • . ·11 

t e 1• e officer patrols t e entire YI age center· when 
~e~~ ' 

11 s roun s ta e 1m to the corner 01 ' 1" 1111 v n ><\; ~-e-;;~ (o the l 
Bav Road . he. warns postal patrons not to par ; No Park· / 
or; ngc-paint ed curb or across the street between t iche oppos-· 

· • h. b tat t •, ing signs . When that officer 1s walking IS ea _
11 

llv used . 
,,. • h · aces are 1 ega it e end of town , however. t ose sp , t office 
There is no alternative during any of the hours the pos 

is ('pen . . . the officer 
To maintain Ostcrville 's welcoming ":1age.. . 1 have 

makes every effort to overlook the posted 11me hmt\ for 20 
- spoken to h.im about this; I have sat across the stre~ 

1 
have 

minutes while three empty cars sat in those spaces ,natrons 
watched him cross the street to the library an~ warn t: not 
there that their parking time has expired. BuJ tickets \~er~ the 
written . Were I to ignore his warning and to park ~gaml d 1 orange curb I'm sure I'd receive a ticket forthwith. n •. 

' • h aces m-should . But so should the. cars monopolizing t e sp 
tended for postal patron use. ' • vere 

• The parking problem in Osterville has becom~ s~ se s 
• • • d ·1 med1cat10n wa that at least one person who requires at Y be 

• • t k a car was to without 11 for two days wherr no space o par . f t · 
found within walking distance of the drug store. Not tn ron '. 
not in back· not behind House and Garden . d • 

' • ' th maca am I'm no advocate of covering more acreage .wt d 
. for parking cars. I do feel that parking should be limited an 

• 1· ·t ould go a time periods enforced. Strict adherence to 1m1 s w . 
long way toward solving the parking problem in our v'.llage . 
This can be achieved through cooperation among re~tdents 
and summer visitors , alike, or by having violators discover 
overtime parking means a ticket. • 

Should you wonder how thoughts of a pharoah 's tomb be­
neath an Egyptian pyramid can lead me to the curb a_t Oster­
ville 's post _office, consider the complexity ?f th_e human 
brain. A curb is but one step; a pyramid contams tnousands. 
Is that so far-fetched, after all? 

And if our c·areless use of air , water, and land seems re­
mote fro~ ancient abandoned cities of Asia , recall what's 
behind those empty streets and buildings. No wat~r. Can you 
imagine life continuing without water? Or fresh a~r? ~r pro­
ductive farms? Can you imagine lakes and ponds lying hfele~s 
under the benign sunshine because their waters are too acid 
to permit fishes , frogs, and turtles to survive? . 

That has already happened to Barnstable's own H~t_!!a­
way -Pond offPhinn~y•s Lane. Which Cape Cod pond w1!1 be 

the next to die? _ _;,~ __ ,:_· ".:""~:7'-:-;~;'":'~~~VE:R1rIS:ER' 
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