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Tarja Halonen YK:n 
huippukokouksen puheei\johtajaksi
Suomen Tasavallan presidentti Taija Halonen on valit­

tu syyskuun YK:n huippukokouksen puheenjohtajaksi. 
Kolmipäiväisen kokouksen on määrä hahmotella YK:n 
roolia tulevaisuudessa.

YK:n yleiskokous valitsi presidentti Halosen puheen- 
johtaksi tällä viikolla. Halonen johtaa kokousta yhdes­
sä Namibian presidentin Sam Nujoman kanssa.

YK:n tulevaisuuden roolia hahmoteleva kokous jär­
jestetään 6.-8. syyskuuta. Huippukokouksen odotetaan 
antavan YK:n 21. vuosisadan ohjelmajulistuksen.

Suomalaiset ovat vahvasti esillä YK:ssa lähiaikoina, 
sillä syksyllä alkavan uuden istuntokauden ajan puheen­
johtajana toimii valtioneuvos Harri Holkeri. Muodol­
lisesti yleiskokous vahvistaa Holkerin puheenjohtajuu­
den ensim m äisessä istunnossaan, joka pidetään 5. 
syyskuuta. (MTV3, STT)

Heidi Hautala:
EU:n sotilasasiakirjojen salailu 

EY-tuomioistuimeen
Euroopan Unionin sotilaallisten asiakirjojen salailu 

saattaa johtaa käsittelyyn EY-tuomioistuimessa. Eu- 
roparlamentaarikko Heidi Hautala (vihr.) yrittää saada 
Euroopan Parlamentin haastamaan EU-maat oikeuteen 
asiassa. Hautala kertoi ensimmäisen kerran asiasta tällä 
viikolla A am u leh dessä .

Hautalaa kismittää se, että EU-maat ovat tiukentaneet 
turvallisuus- ja puolustuspolitiikkaan liittyvien asiakir­
jojen avoimmuutta. Tämä päätös on monien mielestä 
jyrkässä ristiriidassa EU:n perustuslakia vastaavien pe­
rustamissopimusten kanssa. (STT)

Finnairin viinikellari palkittiin taas
Amerikkalainen liikematkustajilie suunnattu B usiness  

T raveller -lehti on jo kolmannen kerran neljän vuoden 
kuluessa arvioinut Finnairin viinikellarin lentoyhtiöiden 
parhaaksi. Elokuun numerossaan lehti arvioi lentoyh­
tiöiden viinikellareiden tasoa ja antoi Finnairille B est 
C ella r  in the S ky  -arvonimen.

New Yorkissa pidettyyn maistiaistilaisuuteen pyydet­
tiin 39 lentoyhtiöltä neljä viiniä. 25 arvostetun viini- 
asiantuntijan raati arvioi 195 viiniä.

Taloussanom ien  mukaan Finnairin viinikellarissa voi 
kerrallaan olla yli 600 erilaista viiniä. Yhtiö toimittaa 
lentojensa ja Helsingin lentoaseman tax free -myymälän 
lisäksi viinit noin 80 prosenttiin Suomen gourmet-ravin- 
toloista.

Finnairin jälkeen parhaan viinikellarin omistivat mek­
sikolainen A erom exico ja yhdysvaltalainen Delta 
Airlines. (SS)

Heinäkuu erityisen sateinen Suomessa
Heinäkuussa satoi Suomessa paikoitellen jopa kolme 

kertaa enemmän kuin yleensä heinäkuussa. Melkein ko­
ko Suomessa sadetta saatiin keskimääräistä enemmän 
viime kuussa. Erityisen runsaasti satoi Suomen lounais­
osissa ja paikoitellen sisämaassa. (SS)

Here's the future ...
Finn Grand Fest 2000 is history now. Thousands gathered in Toronto, July 13-16, 

to celebrate our collective ethnic heritage with music, dance, literature, food and 
friendship. These two photographs represent the future and the past. Above, stu­
dents of Toronto Suomi-koulu sing during the opening ceremonies. Below, the 
ancestors' clothesline shows where we come from.

. . .  and here's the past

This week in
THE FINNISH-AMERICAN
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• Roy Helander's report on Finn Grand Fest 2000

• Carol Pärssinen elected FlnnFest USA president



2 RAIVAAJA -  Keskiviikkona. 16. elok. -  Wed. Aug. 16, 2000

S u om en  u u tisia  Suom en  u u tis ia
Suom i on Euroopan 
kallein  autoilum aa

Suom i on autoilijalle Euroopan kallein maa. Suom alainen  
ajaa tuhannen markan benslinlerällä keskim äärin 3 0 0  ki­
lometriä vähem m än kuin m uut euroalueen autoilijat. Dle- 
sel-autolla ajava Jää S uom essa vastaavassa vertailussa 275  
kilometriä m uista euroalueen autoilijoista.

Autoilun kasvu on S uom essa  kääntynyt lask uu n  en sim ­
m äisen kerran neljään vuoteen. Bensllnlkauppialtten liiton  
tilaston m ukaan bensiin in  myynti väheni k esäk u u ssa  k u u ­
si prosenttia.

Autoilu on E uroop assa  halvinta E span jassa . B ensiin in  
hinta on Suom en tasolla vain H ollannissa. (SS)

Töölönlahden taidepuutarhat 
yleisöm enestys

Helsingin kulttuurlvuoden keskeinen hanke Töölönlahden 
taidepuutarhat on saan ut tähän m en nessä Jo yli 100 000  
kävijää. T aloustutk im us Oy on tehnyt h aasta tte lu tu tk i­
m uksen taldepuutarholssa. Sen m ukaan 92 prosentilla k o­
kem ukset ovat olleet erittäin tai m elko positiivisia.

Puutarhassa käynti on ilm aista Ja kukkaloisto on Juuri 
nyt parhaim m illaan. Töölönlahden ta ldepu utarholssa  on  
lisäksi paljon erilaisia tilateoksia Ja veistoksia.

E nsi viikonloppuna Töölönlahden alueella  on ru n saasti 
m uu tak in  ohjelm aa. S irk u s H urjaruuth valtaa A uroran  
kentän perjantaista alkaen Ja Helsingin sarjakuvafestlvaall 
levittäytyy Töölönlahden m akasiineille. (MTV3, STT)

Suom en Leijonat Finnish Designin 
tunnetuksitekem isen uranuurtajille

A rkkitehti B enjam in  T h om psonille Ja h än en  p u o li­
solleen. toim itusjohtaja Jane Thompsonille on m yönnet­
ty Suom en Leijonan ritarikunnan I luokan ritarimerkit. 
J a n e Ja B enjam in  T h om pson  k u u lu vat su o m a la isen  
m uotoilu n  Ja "Finnish D eslgn"-käsltteen  tu n n e tu k s i­
tekem isen  uranuurtajiin  Yhdysvalloissa. He ovat va i­
kuttaneet keskeisesti siihen, että suom alainen eläm än­
m uoto Ja kulttuuri salvat jalansijaa 1 9 6 0 -Ja 70-lukuJen  
Yhdysvalloissa.

Kunniamerkit luovutti pääkonsuli Malja Lähteenmäki 
New Yorkissa Järjestetyssä heinäkuisessa lounastllaisu- 
u dessa. T ilaisuudessa oli läsnä toistakym m entä new- 
yorkilalsta m uotoilun Ja arkkitehtuurin vaikuttajaa.
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Viimeinen Hornet 
luovutettu

V iim einen H ornet-hävlttäjä  
lu o v u te tt iin  Ilm avoim ille  8. 
eloku uta  Kuoreveden H allis­
s a . H ä v ittä jä t  o n  k o o n n u t  
Patria Finavitec. Ilmavoimilla 
on nyt käytössään  kaikkiaan  
64  Hornetla. Näistä 57  yk si­
paikkaista on koottu S uom es­
sa . Patria F inavitec on  ollu t 
Jatkuvasti h iem an edellä  a i­
ka tauluaan.

Hävittäjien lopullinen hinta  
n ousi yli 18 miljardiin m ark­
k a a n . A lk o in a a n  t i la u s v a l­
tu u k s ien  m äärä oli n o in  14 
miljardia. Lisämenot Johtuvat 
suurelta osin dollarin kurssin  
noususta . (STT)

Merimies-unioni 
jatkaa saartoa

S u om en  M erim les-u n lon ln  
p u h een jo h ta ja  S im o Z itting  
vakuuttaa, että heidän  saar- 
totolm ensa kahta Flnnllnesln  
a lu s ta  v a s ta a n  ova t tä y s in  
la i l l i s i a .  M e r lm le s -u n lo n l  
s a a r to i  k a k s i  F ln n l ln e s ln  
alusta  ulkom aisen työvoiman  
käytön vuoksi. Zlttlngln m u ­
k aan  p ää llystö llitto jen  tek e­
m ä t s o p im u k s e t  o h i M erl- 
m les-unlonln  ovat laittomia.

M erimiesunioni aikoo jatkaa  
s a a r to a . Ja m u u n  m u a s s a  
Auto-Ja kuljetusalan  am m at­
tiliitto on tukem assa Unionin  
pyrkimyksiä. (STT)

Aku A n k k a  stadiksi
Aku Ankka on vihdoin ope­

tellut stadin  slangia. S uom a­
laisten  rakastam a antisankari 
p u h u u  h elslnk llä lslttä ln  sa r ­
ja k u v a -a lb u m is s a  R otsi on  
m u t b y y s a t  p u u t t u u .  A k u -  
käänläjäksl valitun Sam i Ga- 
ram ln m ukaan slangi kehittyy 
sen  m ukana, kun Jengi m uut­
ta a  s ta d iin . P u n a v u o r e s s a  
varttunut Garam k uk isti k e ­
v ä ise llä  k o ek ä ä n n ö k se llä ä n  
234 m uuta ehdokasta. (STT)

Exchange rate
A ugust 11,' 2000  

1 F in n is h  m a rk  = U S $  .1 5 2 7  
1 U S $  -  6 .5 4 8 5  FIM 
1 E u ro  = U S $ .9 0 3 5 0  

1 U S $  = 1 .1 0 6 8  E u ro s
Foreign exchange, New York prices. 
Rates for trades of 81 million mini-

N im ipäivä t

Jäätteenm äki nostaisi 
keskustan  itseluottam usta

K eskustan sljalsjohtaja Anneli Jäätteenm äki haluaa n os­
taa  k esk u sta v ä en  Itse lu o tta m u sta , Jota on h ä n en  m u ­
k aan sa  koeteltu . V arsinkin  viim e vaalien  tu lo s on  ollut 
puolueväelle kova pala. Jäätteenm äki kalpaa keskustalta  
m yös valm iutta avartua Ja katsoa asioita uudella tavalla.

Jäätteenm äki arvostelee h allitusta , Joka h än en  m ie les­
tään on unohtanut syrjäytyneet Ja köyhät. Budjetista voi­
daan Jäättenm äen m ielestä lukea, ettei Lipposen hallituk­
sella ole m inkäänlaista intoa palkata hyvinvointiyhteiskun­
nan aukkoja.

Jäätteenm äki piti Harvardiin lähteneen Esko Ahon sijai­
sena  en sim m äisen  linjapuheenvuoronsa Juuri a lkaneessa  
k eskustan  eduskuntaryhm än kesäkokouksessa. (STT)

Paavo Nurmen tarina 
heräsi henkiin  Olympiastadionilla
H elsingin  k u lttu u rik au p u n k ivu od en  su u rh an k e Paavo  

Nurmi -ooppera hurm asi yleisönsä viime viikon perjantai­
na. Urheilu-oopperan en siesitystä  seurasi Olym piastadio­
nilla noin 13 0 0 0  Ihmistä. E sitys sai liikkeelle m yös varsin  
paljon nuoria Ja oopperayleisön ensikertalaisia.

Paavo N urm en tu om in en  H elsingin  o lym piastad ion ille  
osoittautui hyväksi tavaksi saada oopperalle u u sia  ystäviä. 
Korkeakulttuurin Ja kansankulttuurin  yhdistäm inen el a i­
n a  ole helppoa, m utta siinä Paavo Nurmi -oopperan tekijät 
onnistuivat ansiokkaasti.

K atsojien  m ie lestä  er ity ise sti Jou kk okoh tau kset olivat 
näyttäviä Ja esitys oli korkeatasoinen Ja puitteet u rheilu - 
oopperalle vertaansa vailla. Y hdeksänkertalnen olym pia­
voittaja Paavo Nurmi astu i areenalle toisen kerran lauan­
taina. (MTV3)

Opetushallitus: Opettajapula uhkaa
Pätevistä opettajista tulee pula, ellei opettajankoulutusta  

lisätä, varoittaa opetushallitus. Suurten  ikäluokkien siir­
tym inen eläkkeelle seuraavan 10 vuoden aikana pakottaa  
nostam aan opettajankoulutusm äärlä. Varsinkin englannin  
Ja m atem atiikan  opettajia  tarvitaan läh itu leva isu u d essa  
lisää. O petushallituksen selvityksen m ukaan perusopetuk­
sen  opettajista 50vuotlalden Ja sitä vanhem pien o su u s on  
noin 3 0  prosenttia Ja lukiokoulutuksessa runsaat 40  pros­
enttia. (STT)

Tampere to isek si houkuttelevin  
m uuttopaikkakunta

Tilastokeskuksen m ukaan Tampere on nyt toisena k u lu ­
van vuoden m uu ttotllastolssa . Vielä viime vuonna Espoo 
h o u k u tte ll en em m än  m u u tta jia  k u in  Tam pere. Y kkös- 
m uuttokohde on kuitenkin Helsinki. Vuoden ensim m äisen  
p u o lisk on  a ik an a  H elsin k iin  m u u tti yli 2 5 0 0  Ihm istä , 
Tampereelle 845, E spooseen  711 , O uluun 679 , Vantaalle 
336, Turkuun 183 ja Jyväskylään 135.

Syntyvyys m uk aan  lu k ien  Tam pereen väkiluku kasvot 
p u o lessa  vu odessa  yli tuhannella  henkilöllä Ja on  nyt yli 
194 000. Kaupunki ylittää 200  000:n  asukkaan rajan tällä 
vauhdilla vuonna 2004. (SS)

Elokuun 16 p., Aulis 
Elokuun 17 p ., Verneri 
Elokuun 18 p ., Leevi 
Elokuun 19 p ., Mauno,

Maunu
Elokuun 20 p ., Sam uli, Sami, 

Sam uel, Sam u  
Elokuun 21 p., Soini, Velnl 
Elokuun 22 p ., Iivari, livo
Elokuun 23 p., Varma, Signe 
Elokuun 24 p ., Perttu 
Elokuun 25 p., Loviisa 
Elokuun 26  p.. Ilma, Ilmi,

Ilmatar
Elokuun 27 p.. Rauli 
Elokuun 28 p., Tauno 
Elokuun 29 p., Iines, Iina,

Inari

L ahjoituksia
R aivaajalle

TUKEMISRAHASTO 2 0 0 0 : $ 1 3 ,4 0 1 .4 0

Usko Kontion m uistolle
Tauno H. Aalto, Hubbardston, M A ..................... . . .$20 .00

For the good o f  RAIVAAJA
Tarmo Holma, Milton, M A ..................................... . . .$5 .40

K eep up  the  good w ork
Fred Jaakkola, Reston, V A ..................................... . $ 1 0 0 .0 0

Kiitos lahjoittajille 1

T hank  you fo r  your donationsI

mailto:ja@netlplus.com
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From the desk of Stig Häggblom:

Placidon ty ttö

Fiskars paransi * 
tulostaan

Flskars-konsem l paransi tu­
lostaan. Tulos rahoituserien  
Jälkeen  n o u s i ta m m i-k e sä ­
k u u s s a  4 0 4  m iljo o n a a n  
markkaan, kun se  vuosi s it ­
ten oli 244 m iljoonaa m ark­
kaa. Tulosta kohensivat p it­
käaikaisista sijoituksista saa­
d ut k e r ta lu o n te ise t  tu o to t. 
Liikevoittoa konserni teki 256  
miljoonaa markkaa, viisi pro­
sen ttia  enem m än kuin  vuo- 
slsltten. Fiskarsin liikevaihto 
kasvot reilun kolm anneksen. 
K uluttajatuottelssa liikevaih­
toa tu li lisä ä  su u r e lta  o sin  
yrityskauppojen  se u r a u k se ­
na. (STT)

Kokkonen 
Vuoden Nuori 
Suunnittelija

Vaatesuunnittelun opiskelija 
Riitta Kokkonen on voittanut 
Vuoden Nuori Suunnittelija - 
kilpailun. 25 -vu otlas Kokko­
nen  on Juuri va lm istum assa  
T aid eteo llisesta  k ork eak ou ­
lu sta . K ilpailu teh tävän ä oli 
suunnitella  n a isen  asu kok o­
naisuus seuraavaksl kevääksi 
ja kesäksi. Raati kiltti Kokko­
sen  työtä se lk eä k si Ja ajan­
kohtaiseksi, yk sin k erta isu u ­
dessaan  rohkeaksi ja kokon­
aisuutena toimivaksi.

Voittaja saa  3 0 0 0 0  markan  
tunnustuspalkinnon Ja oman  
osaston m essuille. (STT)

Sentit pyöristetään  
lähimpään viiteen

Senttlm äärälset h innat aio­
taan pyöristää lähim pään vii­
d e llä  J a o llisee n  su m m a a n , 
kun Suom essa vuoden 2002  
alussa  siirrytään euron Ja sen  
sa d a so sa n  se n tin  k äyttöön. 
Pyöristäm lsen tavoitteena on 
v ä h en tä ä  yh d en  Ja k ah d en  
se n t in  k o lik o id en  tarvetta . 
P yöristyk sestä  on  tark oitu s  
antaa lakiesitys eduskunnalle 
syk syn  a ik ana. H allitu k sen  
talouspoliittinen m inisteriva­
liokunta puolsi tiistaina han­
ketta. Sentit pyöristetään vain 
k ä te isk a u p a ssa . H in to ih in  
pyöristyksellä el vaikuteta.

(STT)

N e w  Y ork T im e s  k e h u u  
s u o m a la is a r k k i t e h t e j a
V enetsian  arkkitehtuurlbi- 

ennaalln  suom alaisarkklteh- 
dit Marco Casagrande Ja Sami 
R intala saavat k iito sta  N e w  
Y o r k  T i m e s i s s a .  H erb ert  
Muschamp nim eää kirjoituk­
s e s s a a n  s u o m a la is te n  6 0  
M in u te  M a n  - I n s ta lla a t io n  
m iellteoksekseen  koko b ien ­
naalissa.

Muschamp el m ainitse ark­
kitehteja eikä heidän teostaan  
nimeltä, m utta kiittää suom a­
laisia m uun m uassa sitä, että 
6 0  M in u te  M an  n ostaa  esiin  
modernin käsityksen arkkite­
h d ista  ongelm ien ratkaisija­
na. Suom alaisten teos sovel­
taa Muschampln m ielestä hy­
v in  n ä y tte ly n  "K aupunki: 
vähemmän estetiikkaa, enem ­
män etiikkaa" -Johtoteemaa.

(HS)

Tämän kirjoittajan sukujuu­
ret ovat V aasassa Ja tietenkin 
Porvoossa -  äitini oli syntynyt 
siellä. Juhannuksen  alla oh 
kuitenkin m atka V aasaan Ja 
aam ulla startattiin rantatietä 
p ohjoiseen  N ärpiöstä k äsin . 
Aamu oli loistava.

K un o lim m e s a a p u n e e t  
K orsnäslln, p ieneltä  va ik u t­
tavalle paikkakunnalle, m at- 
kaseuralalsenl sanoi:

"Täältä on Marika Krook ko­
toisin, Ihana tyttö, Joka laulaa 
P la c ld o  D o m in g o n  k a n s s a  
O lym piastadion illa  e lok u u n  
26. p:nä. Hän on  varm aan  
tämän pienen paikkakunnan  
kuuluisin Ihminen m aailm al­
la tällä hetkellä . . . "

On tietenkin sanottava, että 
nim i oli tu ttu , m utta lau la- 
JatyttöJähän on nykyisin niin  
m onia. K atrl-H elena a ik o i­
naan kuulu i m inun tuttava­
piiriini, olihan hän käynyt To­
k iossa saakka lau lam assa ja 
oli kuljettaja-ystäväni Tokion 
Pekan suuri suosikki. 

R u p esin  o tta m a a n  v ä h ä n

14. heinäkuuta
Viikko alkoi taas perjantall- 

la, kuten m eillä täällä Lepo­
kodilla on tapana. Voimistelu 
piristi asu kk aita  sllm innhä- 
d en  v iik on lop p u a  varten  Ja 
kun  vielä pelasim m e bingoa  
lltaplvänä kuumim pina hetk­
inä, alkoi Jo olla viikonlopun  
tuntua.

Iitaplvn kahvituokion soitti 
m eille aivan uusi pianisti n i­
m eltä Joseph  Anthony, eikä  
ollenkaan  h u on osti, saad en  
hyvät suosionosoitukset.

Reino Kukkamaa taas var­
m isti lau an ta in a , e ttä  hyvä  
musiikki el lopu Lepokodissa. 
Kiitos Reino!

St. Andrewsln kirkon pastori 
Hukka Ja kanttori Poutiainen 
ptlvät sunnuntain klrkkotllal- 
suuden.

M aanantai alkoi kuum ana  
Ja kosteana Ja säätiedotuskin  
lupasi Iltapäiväksi ukkoskuu­
roja. Lydia Ja Charlie so itti­
vat Ja lauloivat kahvlalkana. 
Tuntui taas n iin  k oto iselta , 
k u n  s e u r a s s a  o li m eid ä n  
omat artistit.

T iista i oli p an k k lp ä lvä  Ja 
I lta p ä iv ä llä  p id im m e M rs. 
Martta S ilvosen  m u isto tila i­
su u d en . Sen  hoitivat y s tä ­
väm m e H an s N yholm , Leo 
Jaakkola sekä Lilly Nyholm.

Keskiviikkona oli vuorossa  
täm än k u u n  Jäätelö partyt, 
ette i vaan  k en en k än  p ain o  
päslsis laskem aan. Ja aina­
han makea m aistuu Jokaisen 
suussa.

T orstain  o sto sm atk an  Jäl­
keen luim me Helsinki kirjaa 
ja m eillä  oli m yös kolravle- 
rallu. Asukkaat salvat sllltel- 
lä  p ien tä  k arvaturrla , Joka 
Ihastutti meitä kalkkia. Lu­
cille lu pasi tulla katsom aan  
meitä toisenkin kerran.

Iltapäivän k ah vitila isu u tta  
kaunisti Mrs. Ruth Drlscollln 
h erk k ä  Ja m ie le e n p a in u v a

selvää. . .
K o u lu ty ttö n ä  M arika oli 

saanut kasetin, Jossa tähtite- 
norl Placldo Dom ingo lauloi 
Othellon nlmlroolln. Pikku­
tyttö rakastui meksikolaiseen  
maallmantähteen Ja sanoi äi­
dillensä:

"Tuon m iehen kanssa tulen 
vielä laulamaan!"

Ä iti tu o h tu i, su o r a s ta a n  
k a u h istu i, m u tta  n iin  vaan  
käy, että  Pohjanm aan tyttö  
astuu lauluestradllle Suomen  
Olympiastadionilla laulamaan 
duettoja koko kansan edessä.

M iten M arikan lau lajaura  
lähti kehittym ään? Polku el 
ollut kovin ruusuinen. Alus­
sa  h än  Jopa k u v itte lu  s a a ­
vansa opiskelijapaikan Tuk­
holm an Oopperan su o jissa , 
m u tta  se oli to iveajattelua. 
V au h tia  o te ttiin  K arjaalta, 
m issä oli kansanopisto Ja lau- 
lajakoulutusta.

Svenska Tea ternin aikaisem­
p i joh taja  G eorg D ollvo oli 
ehkä se, Joka oivalsi Marikan 
kyvyt su u r iin k in  teh täv iin .

m uistotila isuu s, jota k u n n i­
oitti salintäytelnen yleisö.

28. heinäkuuta
Perjantai pidettiin taas kuu­

kauden syntymäpälväkekkerit 
Ja sankareita oh peräti yhdek­
sän . A atos Autio oli tu llu t  
Ilahduttamaan väkeä hyvällä 
laulullaan, Jota säesti meidän 
tu ttu  a v u sta ja m m e P aavo  
Kukkaro. Kiitos hausk oista  
synttäripartylsta!

Reino Kukkamaa Ja Charlie 
so itt iv a t ta a s  kerran  m a h ­
tavaa m usiikk ia  lau an ta in a  
I lta p ä iv ä llä  Ja s u n n u n ta in  
k lrk kotila lsuu den  piti H ans 
N yholm  a v u s ta j in a a n  Leo 
J a a k k o la  Ja L illy  N yholm . 
H an s lu k i m yös te r v e ise t  
meille kalkille Ritva Ja Juhani 
Saukoilta sie ltä  kaukaa Ka­
n a d a sta  Ja m e toivotam m e  
h e ille  h yviä  vo in te ja  s in n e  
Thunder Bayhln.

M aanantai Ja kuun viim ei­
nen päivä alkoi kuntoilemalla 
sekä korttipelillä. Katseltiin  
televisiota Ja katseltiin televi­
siota. Charlie ja Lydia soitti­
vat Ja la u lo iv a t  Iltap ä ivän  
kahvlkonsertlssa.

Tiistai oli kuulem m a kovin 
hiljainen päivä, kun allekir­
joittanut oh kotona parantele­
m assa pahaa nuhaa Ja näytti 
sitä olevan täällä Lepokodilla 
mulliakin, Joten ei ole tarvin­
nut sairastella yksin tätä Flo­
ridan Jokakesäistä kylmetty-

Krook oli pyrkimässä sivuroo­
liin. m utta saikin paljon su u ­
remman tehtävän. Hän el ol­
lut enää statisti.

Kun p e r u so p in n o t  o liv a t  
ta k a n a p lä n , M arika p ä ä s i  
L o n to o ssa  k u u lu isa n  Vera  
Rozan op p ilaak si. Irtoaako  
tästä sitten suora tie kansain­
v ä lis e n  o o p p e ra m a a ilm a n  
tähtitaivaalle?

Kysym ys lienee palkallaan, 
m u tta  v a s u ta u s ta  el t ip u . 
Marika Krookln lahjakkuus Ja 
kyvyt ovat tänä päivänä tie­
dossa. Mutta vaikka yli viisi 
miljoonaa suomalaista lähtisi 
elokuun 26. päivän iltana hä­
nen tukljolkseen, tulevaisuus 
on m uista selkoista kiinni.

P lacldo D om ingon d uetto-  
kaverina olem inen voi tu en ­
kin m erkitä täydellistä läp i­
m urtoa. m utta varmaa se el 
ole.

Ensi tapaaminen suuren te­
n orin  k a n ssa  oli M arikalla  
vuosi sitten  W ashlngtonlssa. 
Olisi järjestynyt tilaisuus koe- 
la u la m lse lle , m utta  Marika 
Krook el o ttanut tila isu u tta  
varteen. Hän el tuntenut ole- 
v a n sa  k yp sä  S iihen . Ehkä  
Juuri tuo seikka -  Itsekritiikki 
Ja rehellisyys -  tarjosi hänelle 
tu on  m ah d o llisu u d en , Joka 
hänellä nyt on Suomen olym­
piastadionilla.

mistä.
Keskiviikko aloitettiin  taas  

Helping Hands porukalla. Jo­
ka vieläkin on vajaalukuinen, 
joskin hyvin tehokas. Iltapäi­
vän  o h je lm a ssa  oli retk i K 
Martiin ostoksille, Jonne lähU 
melko pieni Joukko. Hans piti 
keskiviikon  h artau stila isu u ­
den Ja niin oli taas päästy pil­
visen päivän Iltaan.

Torstaina kävimme Publlxls- 
sa Ja pidim m e p ienen  luku- 
hetken  P okela-hu oneessa  Ja 
t ie ty s t i  p e la sim m e b in goa , 
mitä koskaan ei saa unohtaa.

U u te n a  on  s it t e n  m e illä  
täm ä om a te lev is io k a n a v a . 
A sukkaat voivat seurata k a­
n avalla  k ah d ek san  Poke-la- 
h u o n ee sta  läh etettyä  oh je l­
m aa  o m is s a  h u o n e is s a a n .  
Charlie Ja Leo lopettivat sitten  
v iik o n  m u k a v a lla  re n n o lla  
m u s iik illa . K iitos k a lk ille  
taas tällä kertaa.

4. elokuuta 
Elokuu oli Jo hyvällä alulla 

Ja h eti alkoivat sääk anavat  
k er to a , e ttä  e n s im m ä in e n  
pyörremyrsky oli tu lossa  At­
lantilla, tosin  vielä kaukana. 
On todella  Ihm eellistä, että  
lu o n to  a lo itta a  a sk a re en sa  
melkein aina sam aan aikaan.

Perjantai oli tavallinen u r­
heilupäivä Ja Iltapäivän kahvi­
tilaisuudessa soitti meille ha- 
nurltaltelllja Rauno Laajaleh- 
to k a u n is ta  m u siik k ia . Ja  
korkeatasoinen musiikki vain

3
A M E R IC A N -F IN N ISH  N U R S IN G  H O M E  

A  Oivision oi

MtAicXlM. R.*it jfo iH *, JttC.
1800 SOUTH DRIVE. U K  E WORTH FLORIDA 33A61-6199

V

M enem ällä  ra n ta tie tä  V a a sa sta  
e t e l ä ä n  s a a p u u  K o r s n ä s l ln .  
S ie l tä  o n  k o t l s ln  tä m ä  ty t tö .  
Siellä  hän  aloitti laulajauransa. 
H ä n  o n  M a r ik a  K ro o k . J o k a  
elokuun 2 6 . p ä iv ä n ä  laulaa Hel­
sing in  O lym piastad ion illa  Placl­
do  Dom ingon k a n ssa .

Jatkui la u a n ta in a , kun trio 
K u k k am aa , K u p arin en  Ja 
H edlund Ilahduttivat m eitä  
Iltapäivällä. Kiitos paljon!

S u n n u n ta in a  p itivät Koti­
k irk o n  n u o r e t  k a u n iin  ja  
m u sllk k lr lk k aan  h a rta u sti­
la isu u d en , jonka Johti Mlko 
Puustelli. M aanantain aloi­
tim m e k u ten  tavallista taas 
kuntoilem alla tuolla Pokela- 
h u on eessa , Ja aam uaskarei­
den  ja lou naan  jälkeen Ilta­
päivällä Lydia Ja Charlie viih­
dyttivät m eitä laululla Ja m u­
siikilla.

V iikko Jatku i pankklm at- 
kalla Ja videon katselulla. Il­
tapäivän k ahvitila isuus hoi­
d ettiin  p itk ä stä  aikaa levy- 
musllkllla, koska kalkki mei­
dän vak itu iset avustajam me 
olivat estyn eitä  saapum aan. 
Pastori Hukka piti myös eh- 
to o llls p a lv e lu k s e n  m eidän  
englannink ielisille asukkail­
lemme.

Helping Hands oh auttamas­
sa keskellä viikkoa, että elä­
m ä e d e s  h e tk e k s i o lis i k e ­
vyempää, mikä aina on kallis­
arvoista meille kalkille. Lou­
naan Jälkeen lähdimme Mal­
lille ostoksille, Ja saimme vlet- 
tä mukavan Ja viileän hetken 
lh m ls v ll in ä s s ä .  Ehdim m e  
sieltä pois vasta  kolmen Jäl­
k een , m u tta  kahvi oli vielä  
k u u m a a  Ja sa im m e m yös  
k u u n n e lla  h e tk e n  p a sto r i  
Hukkaa.

Torstai Ja tavallinen Publlxln 
ostosm atka Ja lukuhetki sen  
päälle. Iltapäivällä sitten al­
koivat taas kuoroharjoitukset 
Henry Forsterln  Johdolla, Ja 
toivotaan että  saadaan lisää 
kuorolaisia, kun Joukko alkaa 
hiem an harveta. Charlie Ja 
Leo soittivat kahvlajan Ja taas 
yk si viikko tä stä  kuum asta  
kesästä oli takana päin.

Kiitos kalkille avusta. Voi­
kaa hyvin.

Lepokotltervelsln JUHANI
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Lauri J . S ip ilä

FITCHBURG, MA -  Lauri J. 
Sipilä, 89, 435  RoUstone St., 
kuoli helnäk. 22, 2000  High­
lan d  Long Term C are C en- 
ter s sä  pitkän sairauden m ur­
tamana.

Hän oli sy n ty n y t m aallsk . 
12, 1911 Fltchburgissa Wäinö 

Ja O lga  (W alkk o) S ip ilä n  
p o ik a n a . F itc h b u r g  H igh  
Schoollsta hän pääsi 1928 Ja 
B lesel E ngineering S ch oo lls­
ta New Yorkissa 1933.

Sipilä vietti lapsuuvuotensa  
F ltch b u rg issa  J a -asu l s itten  
25 vuoden ajan Beacon, NY: 
ssa . Hän työskenteli 28 vuo­
d en  a ja n  T ex a co  R ese a rc h  
Center'ssä Beaconlssa.

E d esm en n y t p a la s i F ltch -  
burglln  1967  Jäätyään eläk ­
k ee lle . H än k u u lu i Elm St. 
L ä h ety sseu ra k u n ta a n  Ja oli 
Fitchburg Historical Societyn  
s e k ä  T a id e m u s e o n  J ä se n . 
Hän oh ollutFln-nlsh Cultural 
C en te r  a t F itc h b u r g  S ta te  
College Ja F innish  Center at 
Saim a Park järjestöjen Jäsen. 
Hän kuului niinikään Friends 
of the Fitchburg Public Lib­
rary Ja F rien d s ,of C oggsa ll 
Park järjestöihin.

Sipilä oli erinomainen puun- 
kalvertaja.

Kaipaamaan Jäi puoliso Sig­
n e  A. (A ntila) S ip ilä ; p oika  
William L. Sipilä, Sterling; se ­
kä sisarusten  lapsia.

Veli Arvo Sipilä kuoli useita  
vuosia sitten.

B o sk  F u n e r a l H om e, 85  
Blossom  St., toimitti hautaa­
m isen  F orest H ill h a u ta u s ­
m aahan.

V ie n o  H u h ta la

ASHBURNHAM, MA -  Vie­
n o  W ilm a (T irronen) S u s s -  
bauer Huhtala, 80, kuoli hei- 
näk. 20 , 2 0 0 0  U niversity  of 
M a ss/M em o rla l sa ir a a la ssa  
W orcesterlssa sairauden se u ­
rauksena.

H än o li sy n ty n y t m aa llsk . 
2 2 , 1 9 2 0  A sh b u r n h a m lssa  
U no Ja W ilma (Sohim an) Tir­
rosen  tyttärenä Ja oli asu nu t  
p a ik k a k u n n a lla  e lin ik ä n sä . 
H än oli C u sh in g  A cadem yn  
kasvatti.

E desm ennyt oli työskennel­
lyt m onia vuosia hallintoapu- 
la lsen a  Leom lnsterln sa iraa­
lassa  Ja Social Security viras­
tossa.

Kaipaamaan Jäi puoliso Kei­
jo  H u h ta la ;  k o lm e p o ik a a , 
Joh n  S u ssb a u er  3 ., Atlanta, 
GA, W alter  E. S u s s b a u e r ,  
A sh b u r n h a m  Ja J a m e s  H. 
Sussbauer. Berthoud, CO; Ja 
viisi lastenlasta.

E desm enneen  ensim m äinen  
puoliso John J. Sussbauer Jr. 
kuoli 1973.

John A. Bosk Funeral Home, 
33  R Main S t., h u o leh ti h il­
ja isu u d essa  toim itetusta h au ­
taam isesta.

M arm orisia Ja g ra n iittis ia  
h a u tak iv iä

BOLSTER
Monumental Works 

DAVID J. PRATT, omistaja 
R ou te  2 6 , Oxford, M aine  

Puh. 2 0 7 -7 4 3 -^ 6 7 3

Armas Aijälä
kuoli 94-vu otlaan a  24. kesäk. 2 0 0 0  L antanassa, (FL). 
Hän oli syntynyt Kurussa Suom essa. Lantanan alueella 
hän oli asu nu t 15 vuotta, Ja sitä ennen New Ipswlchlssä 
(NH).

E d esm en n een  puoliso  Hilja Erkkilä ÄIJälä; poika Leo 
ÄIJälä; Ja tytär Alli (Richard) Hendrlckx olivat kuolleet 
aikaisem m in.

Kaipaam aan Jäivät tyttäret Helen (Michael) Campbell, 
Tampa, FL Ja Nancy (James) Andrews, Bullhead City, AZ; 
7 lastenlasta; 6 lasten lasten  lasta; Ja veli Onni ÄIJälä.

H au taja iset p idettiin  30 . kesäk. 2 0 0 0  B ablone-Step- 
henson  hautaustoim istossa, 1004 South Dixie Highway, 
Lantana.

© NORDGREN
HAUTAUSTOIMISTO

300 Lincoln Street, Worcester, Mass. 
Puhelin 852-2161 

ARTHUR A. NORDGREN

i------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i

M asciarelli
F A M ILY  F U N E R A L  H O M E S

--------♦  -

9 ot 0-jc.x 50 ycaxi, fa m ilies  flaoe cLcfxeJuLul o n  oux funexaH uxoices. 

Convenience. U an im jioxtani fja x t o f  out iexvice, uril/l 5 Cocationx to  c /w oic fiorn.

j M s ä

763 M u t Avenue, Lunenburg, MA
74J kViilrr Street. Fitthbvrg. MA

129 Elm Sircei, Stchburg 123 Main Street, Vfrsuniniter, MA
89 West Street. Lccminttcr, MA

Sawyer-M iller-Masoarelu  Funeral H omes 
978/345-6778 • fax 978/345-4899

Michael D. Masciarelli and John F. Masciarelli. W a lte r Taylor, Funeral D irectors 

\  c S iw in q  c s fllifiu i/Ju u n , r̂Vui'Y'az j i to . i  a m i  i fi lu u z tta .i

V ien o  R. A ho
FITCHBURG, MA • -  Vieno 

R. (H a u ta n en ) A ho, 8 4 . 29  
Merrlam Parkway, kuoli h e l­
näk. 22 , 2 0 0 0  Leom lnsterln  
s a ir a a la s s a  k o to n a a n  s a a ­
m a n sa  s a lr a u s k o h ta u d e n  
seu rau k sen a . Hän oli 1984  
kuolleen Leo Ahon leski.

Hän oli syntynyt syysk. 14, 
1 9 1 5  W est R ln d g e ssä  (NH) 
John Ja Aino (Kantola) H auta­
s e n  ty ttä r e n ä . H än  p ä ä s i  
Conant High Schoollsta (Jaff- 
rey, NH) 1932 Ja 1934 Keene 
Normal S ch oollsta  (nykyinen  
Keene State College). F ltch­
burgissa hän asu i m onia vuo­
sia.

E desm ennyt työskenteli 30  
v u o d e n  a jan  e n t is e n  In d e­
pendent Lock Co.:n palveluk­
s e s s a  e n n e n  k u in  Jäi e lä k ­
keelle 1965.

H än k u u lu i S u o m a la ise en  
Kultaisen Iän Kerhoon.

Kaipaamaan Jäi kaksi tytär­
tä, Nancy R. Fors Ja Priscilla 
J. C onry , k u m p ik in  F itc h ­
burg; kaksi siskoa, Elma Mil­
ler, Cherry Valley Ja Eleanor 
Mäki, Jaffrey; v iisi la sten la s­
ta; 11 la s te n la ste n  lasta; Ja 
m onia slsartusten  lapsia.

Veli W äinö H au tan en  kuoli 
1966.

A ubuchon-M oorcroft F u n e­
ral Home, 132 Woodland St., 
to im itti h a u ta a m ise n  G len- 
w ood h a u ta u sm a a h a n  A sh- 
byssa.

F ra n c is  H am m ar

HOLDEN, MA -  Francis G. 
H am m ar, 8 5 ,  1 4 4  P a u g u s  
Road, kuoli elok. 4, 2000  sa i­
rauden seurauksena.

Hän oli syntynyt W orceste­
rlssa John A. Ja Alina (Peter­
so n )  H am m arin  p o ik a n a .  
H o ld e n lln  h ä n  m u u tt i  2 5  
vuotta s itten . Hän oli Wor- 
cesterln  North High Schoolin  
kasvatti.

H am m ar o li ty ö sk e n n e lly t  
työn johtajana N orton C o.:n  
t lm a n tt ltu o ta n to -o sa s to lla .  
Eläkkeelle hän Jäi 1981 taka­
naan 47 palvelusvuotta.

E d esm en n y t o li k u u lu n u t  
S ib e l iu s  S in g e r s  k u o r o o n .  
Hän nautti puutarhanhoidos­
ta Ja lintujen seuraam isesta.

Kaipaamaan Jäi poika John  
C. Hammar, Lynnwood, WA; 
tytär Nancy E.H. Austin, Hol­
den; sisko Doris C. Liimatai­
nen, Melbourne, FL; yksi lap­
senlapsi; sekä sisarusten  lap­
sia.

Puoliso Elmi A. (Mäki) Ham ­
mar kuoli 1979.

Nordgren, Carrlgan, Mang- 
s e n  M em orial C h a p el, 3 0 0  
Lincoln St., Worcester, toim it­
ti h a u ta a m isen  W orcesterln  
Hope hautausm aahan.

S a n o m a le h ti  
a in a  a ja n  ta s o lla

Robert M. AucfimoocCy JutieraCRiomes, Inc.
Poughkeepsie, NY 

452-1680
Hopewell Junction, NY 

221-9234
Fishkill„NY

896-6166

TILLINGHAST -  H autaustoim isto

Danielson, Conn. 
Tel. 860-774-3284 A Ä Ä » Central Village, Conn. 

Tel. 860-564-2147

D ew are F am ily  F u n e ra l H om es
Serving A ll Faiths 8i N ationalities

D ew are F uneral H om e H an n el F uneral H om e
W ollaston C hapel H annel C hapel

576 H ancock S treet 86  C opeland S tree t
Quincy, MA 0 2 1 7 0  W. Quincy, MA 0 2 1 6 9

Directors

A  S co tt Deware Donald McCarthy
( 6 1 7 )4 7 2 -1 1 3 7

Affordability Plus Service
Advanced Planning • Cremation Service Available 

Services Rendered To Any Distance 
Affiliated with the J.S. Waterman -  Waring Funeral Homes

Bosk
Fimeral Home

85 Blossom Street 
Fitchburg, MA 01420 

(978) 3 4 2-3635

Ashburnham 
Funeral Chapel

33 R. Main Street 
Ashburnham , MA
(978) 827-570U

Donald G. Dufault John A. Book, Jr.

Registered Directors

M EM BERS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS T O  SERVE YOU WORLD WIDE.

LOCAL M EM BER CREM ATION ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AM ERICA
PRE-PLANNING AVAILABLE TO SUIT EVERY NEED FUNDED THROUGH: 

• BANK TRUSTS • t/ECLo- INSURANCE 
• ASSOCIATION CANADO-AMF.RICAINE • INSURANCE

AT-NEED SERVICES ■ CHURCH • CHAPEL • CEMETERY • RESIDENCE 
SERVING ALL FAITHS

Seurakunnat

Fitchburg, MA
B e t h e l- s e u ra k u n ta

S u o m en k ie lin en  radlohar- 
taus HYVÄT UUTISET lähete­
tä ä n  jo k a  s u n n u n ta ia a m u  
a s e m a lta  WEIM am  1 2 8 0 ,  
Fitchburg, klo 8:45.

H engelliset tilaisuudet su n ­
nuntaisin  Elm St. Lähetysklr- 
kossa klo 2 l.p.

T ied u stelu ja  seu ra k u n n a n  
toim innasta voi tehdä so itta ­
m alla  n u m eroon  3 4 3 -9 6 5 9 .  
M yös n iitä , Jotka tarvitsevat 
k y y tiä  s e u r a k u n n a n  t i l a i ­
s u u k s i in ,  p y y d e tä ä n  o t t a ­
m aan  yh teys y lläolevan  n u ­
meron avulla.

Elm  St.
L ähetysseurakunta

J u m a la n p a lv e lu k s e t  s u n ­
n untaisin  klo 9:30 aam. Py­
häkoulu klo 11. Hartaustilai­
su u s  keskiviikkoisin klo 2 l.p.

M essiah Lutheran  
seurakunta

K uun e n s im m ä ise n ä  s u n ­
nuntaina suom enkielinen  Ju­
m alanpalvelus klo 8:15 aam.

P e r ja n ta is in  k lo  1 :0 0  lp . 
suom enkielinen raam attutun­
ti.

S un nu ntaisin  englanninkie­
l in e n  j u m a la n p a lv e lu s  k lo  
9 :3 0  aam . Klo 1 0 :3 0 -1 1 :0 0  
se u r u s te lu a  Ja v irvok k eita . 
Klo 11:00-12:00 pyhäkoulu Ja 
alkuisten raam attutunti.

New Ipswich, NH
Suom enkieliset Jum alanpal­

ve lu k set k u u k au d en  n eljän ­
ten ä  su n n u n ta in a  k lo 3 :0 0  
I lta p ä iv ä llä  A p o s to lic  L u t­
heran kirkossa Goen Roadilla.

1 ■  1
Smith Funeral Home, Inc.

Elden E. B lur ling  
D ouglas Stone 

Directors
69 Vernon S t, Gardner, MA  

Tel. 978432-0377

Aubuchon-Moorcroft 
Funeral Home

132 Woodland St. 
Fitchburg, MA 
978-342-2355

Stephen R. Moorcroft

Ystävällinen palvelu

M ay
Funeral Service

HAUTAUSTOIMISTO

Palvellen Norwood la ja 
ymp4rlatö4

86 Nichols SL, Norwood, MA 
Puhelin: 781-762-1509

MUISTA
te s ta m e n tis sa s i  
R A IVA A JA A ! 

S ite n  turvaat  
su o m a la is te n  p er in te id e n  

Jatku vuu den .
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Finn Grand Fest 2000
Toronto • July 13 -1 6

FinnFest USA 2001 president A ri Aho, left, with Bo Long who just retired as 
Finnair's AreaVice President, the Americas, and his wife Michiyo.

FinnFest USA president Carol Pärssinen, left, and director and 
secretary Nancy Riikonen.

Finn G ra n d  F est 2 0 0 0  p re s id e n t H ans M yrskog and E lsi 
Hetemäki-Olander, former vice speaker o f  Finnish Parliament.

It wouldn't be a proper FinnFest if  polka dancing wasn't includ­
e d . . .

M usician Jukka Kuoppamäki, right, with h is daughter
Taiga.

A nneli Halonen, Cultural Counselor a t the 
Finnish Embassy, dancing with Pertti Peso­
nen, former Suomi-Seura chairman.

FinnFest USA board member Marianne Wargelin (who also happens 
to be the daughter o f former Suomi College president, Rev. Raymond 
Wargelin) flanked by Finland's Archbishop Jukka Paarma and Rev. 
Ilkka Mäkelä, o f  NY.

Pauline and John Killinen, sponsors o f  the wonderful symphony con-

F inn G ra n d  F e s t 2 0 0 0  
vice president Leena Pe­
täjä.

E ven Jou lupukki cam e dow n  
from the Artie Circle.

cert.

Former FinnFest USA director Lloyd Hannula, right, with his wife Joyce at the banquet.
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The Finnish-American RAIVAAJA
A great

It w a s  on e o f  th e  b e st  for 
t h is  c o m m e n ta to r  an d  h is  
wife. We started early, spend­
in g  a n ig h t  o n  th e  w a y  o f  
leisurely travel. After arrival 
on Sunday, I cased  the Joint, 
so  to speak, and discovered a 
wonderful park which opened  
to the street on one side, and  
w a s e n c lo s e d  on  th e  o th er  
three by the city hall, an edu­
cational building a s  well a s a 
m all-hotel-publlc library com ­
plex. A grove of trees shut off 
city sou n d s, a flat level area 
w as the home of the Tori, and 
an excavated area at the rear 
p ro v id ed  a f in e  s ta g e  w ith  
am phitheater sea tin g  p lus a 
r e f le c t in g  p o o l w h ic h  w a s  
drained before the food tent 
went up.

O ur o n ly  d isa p p o in tm e n t  
cam e M onday w hen  another 
couple and we waited In vain 
for a b u s for a scheduled  all 
d ay  trip . A p h o n e  ca ll r e ­
vealed that It had been  can ­
celled  and  w e h ad  b een  put 
on the next day's tour. But 
b y th e  t im e  th e  w eek  w a s  
over, we got our m oney back, 
since their p lans for our tours 
did not Jibe with our plans for 
how we wanted to spend the 
day.

E s to  2 0 0 0
While p erusing the bulletin  

b o a rd s o f  th e  ad ja cen t T o­
ronto Center of the Arts, 1 d is­
covered  th a t th e  E sto n ia n s  
were gathering here for a Gala 
Concert of their International 
E ston ian  F estival w hich  o c ­
curs every four years.

T ickets were available and  
so on Monday evening I found 
m yself am ong 900  Estonians, 
In c lu d in g  th e ir  P r e s id e n t  
L en n art M eri an d  h is  w ife  
enjoying m usic-m ak in g  by a 
varied list of Estonian artists.

The vocal a ttraction s were 
three m em bers of the E ston­
ian Opera and a runo-slnger 
w ho p resen ted  r e k l la u l  from  
th e  f ir s t  M ille n n iu m  B .C . 
There were nine pianists and 
five string players. And yet, 
outside of the runo songs and  
one piano piece, there was no 
E ston ian  m u sic  on the p ro­
gram . T he a r t is t s  d em o n ­
strated that they were world 
c la s s  m u s ic ia n s  p la y in g  
w o rk s b y  G rieg , H a n d e l, 
Pavel, Saint Saens, etc. Each  
perform er a lw a y s bow ed to

the president In h is box.
My ear w as delighted but my 

eye w as am azed at th e co n ­
cert wear of the younger per­
fo rm ers. The f ir s t  p ia n is t  
cam e ou t In b lack  p a n ts  to 
the mid-calf, a black Jumper 
p lu s  a p a ir  o f  b r ig h t  red  
sh oes. Another p ianist wore 
a garish  en o rm o u s p rin t of 
yellow  and red w hich  som e­
how accented her rear end as  
sh e played, and the soloist In 
L iszt's  H u n g a r ia n  F a n ta sy  
wore a long dress w ith a silt 
to th e  u p p er  th ig h  w h ic h  
revealed the entire leg as sh e  
played.

If I heard no Estonian m usic  
that night, the loss w as more 
than  m ade up the n ext eve­
n ing w hen I attended a con ­
cert by the Tallinn Boys Choir 
In the sam e hall. Led by their 
director Lydia Rahula and her 
son, Tomi Rahula, the group 
o f a p p rox im ate ly  5 0  v o ic es  
entred  from the back  of the 
a u d ito r iu m  s in g in g  th e ir  
them e song, an  Italian 15th  
century hymn.

They continued by singing a 
M e n d e lsso h n  Kyrle for two  
choirs while rem aining In the 
a is le s  am on g  th e au d ien ce . 
P rocessing to the sta g e  they  
continued with a dozen songs 
by Estonian com posers. Clad 
In b lack  trou sers w ith  w ine  
co lo r e d  s u i t  c o a t s ,  th e y  
c h a n g ed  from  w h ite  s h ir t s  
and bow tie s  to T -sh irts for 
the second half o f the concert 
w hen the program changed to 
Negro Spirituals, African folk­
songs as well a s Estonia folk 
s o n g s  s u c h  a s  "P e s u p e s e - 
m i n e ” (W ash d ay  S on g) and  
"K u la  k u u l e b" (T he v illa g e  
hears you).

It w as an excellent choir and 
the response of the audience  
w as overwhelming. I learned 
that there are 1 2 ,0 0 0  E ston­
ians In the Toronto area, the 
largest su ch  group outside of 
Estonia Itself.

Registration is open
We discovered that registra­

tion would take place at this 
very sam e Toronto Center for 
the Arts, which turned out to 
b e a c e n tr a l  p o in t  o f  th e  
whole Finn Grand Fest 2000. 
The building Included the 900  
sea t con cert h all m en tion ed  
above plus two sm aller halls, 
space for the art show , a  won­

T h e T a llin n  K a u p p a k o r k e a k o u lu n  M ie sk u o ro  d ro p p in g  Into  
open in g  cerem o n ies fr o m  E sto  2 0 0 0 . photo: Roy Helander

cu ltu ra l fe stiv a l!
By Roy H elander

R len to la n  K a k s ir iv is e t  a t  o p en in g  cerem o n ie s . T he g rou p  le d  
w o rk sh o p s  a n d  ev e n  ta u g h t y o u  to  d a n ce . photo: Roy H elander

derful reception area off the  
balcony level p lu s a sizeab le  
lobby.

In addition the circular drive 
and adjacent road were a fine 
pick up spot for the tour and  
s h u t t le  b u s e s .  The c e n te r  
a lso  h ad  se v er a l b a rs  from  
which you could buy coffee or 
d r in k s  w h e n e v er  th e  h a l ls  
were In use. Uniformed pages  
sh o w e d  y o u  to y o u r  s e a t s ,  
even  a t a ll free  e v e n ts , for 
they required tick ets to p re­
vent people from saving sea ts  
for ea ch  o ther. Two s ta g e ­
h a n d s perform ed all In stru ­
m ent relocation at every con ­
cert, adding a taste o f c la ss  to 
all events.

I decided this year to give up  
on lectu res and con cen trate  
o n  th e  m u s ic a l  p r o g r a m s .  
H ow ever, o n  W e d n e sd a y ,  
there w as a  separate all day  
sem inar on  R oots In Karelia  
w h ich  I d ec id e d  to  a t te n d .  
Sponsored by the Karelians in 
Toronto, it took p lace In the  
C o u n c il C h a m b e r s  o f  th e  
North York City Hall.

Leo V uosalo, a retired pro­
fessor of history and political 
science spoke on how Finland  
survived  a s  an  in d ep en d en t  
nation from two w ars. V uo­
salo fought In th ose w ars so  
his com m ents were filled with  
p e r s o n a l r e m e m b r a n c e s  o f  
the time.

P rofessor K au ko S ippon en
photo: Roy Helander

The next speaker w a s pro­
fessor Kauko S ip p on en , the  
C hancellor of Tam pere U n i­
v e r s ity  w h o  sp o k e  o n  th e  
Karelia-lssue from contem po­
rary perspectives. I learned  
th a t  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
Karelians had moved Into the 
area betw een  St. P etersburg  
and Moscow to escape Swed­
ish  taxes. They still speak a  
F in n ish  th a t ca n  be u n d er ­

stood. There are hardly any  
F in n s  In th e  K arelian  a rea  
today  for 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  K arelians 
fled Into Finland. Today there 
are about 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  Karelians 
In Finland, 8 0 ,0 0 0  In R ussia  
and 700 ,000  In the rest o f the 
world.

The Soviet Socialist Karelian 
Republic w as to the north of 
Lake Ladoga. The sou th ern  
areas belonged to Leningrad. 
The F innish population large­
ly  op poses the return of Ka­
relia to Finland although the  
m atter keeps being revived by 
various grbups.

After lunch, the third speak­
er w a s  R itva H e ik k ilä  w h o  
to ld  o f  per p erso n a l ex p er i­
en ces at the beginning of the 
W inter War w h en  th e  R u s ­
s ia n s  b eg a n  to a d v a n ce  on  
h er  h o m e to w n  o f  T erijok i 
w hich  w as on  the border. I 
w as not able to s ta y  for the  
la s t  s p e a k e r .  Prof. A arn o  
Ström m er, w ho w a s to p re­
se n t  th e  p ercep tio n s  o f  th e  
war veteran s on  the Karelia  
question.

The m usical Intervals shown  
In th e ir  p rogram  d id  n o t  
m a te r ia l iz e  so  th a t  It w a s  
rather a long, factual day.

The f ir s t  theater 
presentation

The first reaction to the far­
fe tch ed  sto ry  o f th e  "S hip ­
builder" w as disbelief, w hen I 
read  a b o u t th e  p la y  in  th e  
RAIVAAJA. But s in ce  I'm a 
theater nut, I decided to go.

I m ust say  that the author, 
K en M itc h e ll, h a d  w r it te n  
som e fine text for the p iece. 
T e llin g  th e  s to r y  In s h o r t

s c e n e s  w ith  n arra tion  b y  a 
s o r t  o f  G reek  c h o r u s ,  s ix  
to w n s w o m e n  w h o  sp o k e  
la r g e ly  In u n is o n , an d  th e  
spirit o f h is daughter, the tale 
becam e believable.

T h e a m a te u r  c a s t  o f  th e  
Toronto F innish  Theater, d i­
rected by Anja Karppinen, did 
an  excellen t Job, particularly  
E sko L aakso a s  the m ad (?) 
gen ius who built the ship.

There are always difficulties 
w h en  n o n -F in n s try to p lay  
F in n ish  characters, b ut that 
peril w as avoided for In th is  
work, Jaan u s, the hero, w as 
the only one speaking with a  
Finnish accent (his brother to 
a lesser  degree). The rest of 
th e  r o le s  w ere a ll  E n g lis h  
sp ea k in g  C anad ian s. I w as  
m o m e n ta r ily  th row n  o ff by  
the ch oru s at first, for from  
th e ir  c o s tu m e s  I a s s u m e d  
they were Finns, but I learned  
la ter  th a t th e y  re p r esen te d  
th e  E n g lish  sp ea k in g  tow n- 
folks who at first wondered at 
Janus' foibles and later took 
action against him.

The programs 
begin officially

F o llo w in g  th e  n o o n  tim e  
parade and opening exercises, 
the Fest w as off and running. 
For th e  n ex t four d a y s you  
could  not turn around w ith ­
out bum ping Into one group  
or other performing either on  
th e ou td oor stage , on  som e  
level o f the mall, In the library 
or city hall, or in the lobby of 
th e  a rts  center. All th is  In 
ad d itio n  to form al, tick eted  
events. .

turn to FESTIVAL page 10

The c a s t  o f  th e  p la y  "The Shipbuilder"  a fter  their perform ance.
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N e w  F tn n F est USA p r e s id e n t  C a ro l P ä rss in e n , le ft, w ith  
n e w ly  e le c te d  d irec to r S a d ie  M ursu a n d  re-e lec ted  d irector  
M arianne W argelln.

Carol Pärssinen elected  
FinnFest USA president 

Sad ie M ursu n ew  d irector

TORONTO -  FinnFest USA 
has a new president, Carol E. 
Pärssinen, o f Rochester Hills 
(MI). She is only the second  
person to lead the organiza­
tion sin ce It w as established  
In 1983. Pärssinen was elect­
ed to fill the vacancy created  
by the resignation  of Robert 
E. Selvälä, o f Owatonna (MN), 
last sum m er due to an illness 
w h ich  w a s  fo llow ed  by h is  
death this April.

Pärssinen w as the vice pres­
id en t o f F in n F est USA '98, 
and w as elected  to F innFest 
USA b oard  In 1 9 9 7 . After 
schooling (she is  an engineer), 
Pärssinen, a native of Michi­
gan, lived more than a decade 
In the Boston area. However, 
la st  fall sh e  m oved back  to 
her home state after taking a 
Job in  th e  g re a ter  D etro it  
area.

New d i r e c t o r
Sadie Mursu, of Long Beach  

(CA), was elected to the board 
at the FinnFest USA annual 
m eeting held July 13 during 
the Finn Grand Fest 2000.

Mursu has no Finnish roots 
h e r se lf  b u t Is m arried  to a 
F in n  a n d  h a s  lo n g  b een  
Involved In her local Finnish  
community. Currently she is  
president of the Long Beach  
chapter of Finlandia Founda­
tion. She served as the pro­
gram  c h a ir m a n  for th e  
F in n F est USA '93 In T h ou ­
sand Oaks (CA).

Re-elected to the board were 
P ä r s s in e n  an d  M arian n e  
W a rg e lln . o f  M in n e a p o lis  
(MN).

E. Norm an W esterberg, of 
Bellevue (WA). who chose not

to run  for a re-election  w as  
th a n k ed  for h is  d ed ica tio n  
and hard work. On behalf of 
the board Pärssinen present­
ed him with a kantele.

"This k a n te le  se r v e s  a s  a 
sym bol of the F in nish  com ­
munity. We are a very diverse 
com m unity. This kantele Is 
put together In an  American 
fashion, o f p ieces of various 
woods," she commented.

"I wonder what they expect 
m e to do at th e  n ex t F in n ­
Fest?" Westerberg said laugh­
ing as he accepted the gift.

N e x t  f e s t i v a l s
Ari Aho, president of Finn­

Fest USA '01, talked briefly of 
n ext year's festiv a l. It w ill 
take place July 26-29, 2001, 
at the cam p u s o f  V lllanova  
University In Pennsylvania.

"The college h as brand new  
dorm itories w ith  air co n d i­
tioning, so there w ill b e no  
problems with heat,” he stat­
ed.

C u rren tly  th e y  h a v e  4 0  
m em bers working with com ­
mittees. Various grant appli­
cations have been  sent, and  
so m e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  b een  
received.

F in n F est USA '02 w ill be 
h e ld  In th e  T w in C it ie s  o f  
M in n eso ta  w h ere  th e  f ir s t  
FinnFest was held In 1983.

"Presently we have a com ­
m ittee of eight, and we have 
entered In negotiations with  
the University of Minnesota to 
be a co-sponsor of the festi­
val," e x p la in e d  M arian n e  
Wargelln.

At this point the com m ittee 
is aiming for the first or sec- 

tum to PREBIDENTpage 11

Suom t-Seura chairm an  Pertti P aasio, center, w ith  B en lta  a n d  
N orm an W esterberg .

News fro m  Finland
Helsinki air is cleanest 

among Europe's metropoles
Though there might be some who question the 

use of the term metropole in this context, the 
greater Helsinki area has emerged along with 
Stockholm as the urban area with the cleanest 
air quality amongst European conurbations of at 
least 1 million people. Greater Helsinki just 
about scrapes past the one million barrier.

Europe's major cities have four to five times 
the concentration level of inhalable particles as 
Helsinki, according to an extensive international 
study. In large quantities, these microscopic par­
ticles have been shown to have links with car­
diac illness and deaths, particularly among 
young infants. In addition, high particle concen­
trations increase cancer risk and bring on asthma 
symptoms in children.
According to Matti Jantunen, a research profes­

sor at the National Public Health Institute, there 
is little room for complacency as Helsinki is 
nevertheless the most polluted city in Finland, 
and is only matched by certain parts of Turku 
and Tampere.

He can immediately think of two means of 
reducing the particle emissions. "The best means 
in Helsinki would be to reduce emissions from 
diesel engines by stepping up vehicle inspection 
standards," he says, and he goes on to propose 
changes in the fleet of city buses to use natural 
gas as fuel. (HS)

Air Force satisfied with Hornets 
in spite of fuel problems

Faults in fuel systems have prevented the Finn­
ish Air Force from reaching their hoped-for 
readiness and capacity targets with the new 
American F-18C/D Hornet fighters, although the 
Defense Forces regard the fighter project as an 
overall success story.

Apparently the fuel glitch is technically a very 
complex issue, and whilst the basic cause of the 
problem has been located, it will take time to 
rectify it. One Hornet was damaged earlier in a 
fire caused by faults in the fuel system.

There have been other technical failings, for 
example in the onboard pulse-doppler radar sys­
tems. As a result, the fighter's readiness percent­
age has slipped below 60 percent, where the 
interim target figure was set at 65 percent. After 
final handover, the figure will be raised to more 
than 70 percent.

Nevertheless, it is perhaps churlish to talk of 
technical snafus in the more than FIM 18 billion 
project, which culminated last week in a cere­
mony at Kuorevesi. The Air Force took delivery 
of the last machine in the order calling for 57 
one-seater fighter-interceptor jets and 7 two-seat 
trainers. (HS)

Finance Ministry opposes moves 
for tax cuts for cultural sponsorships

Finland's Ministry of Finance does not want to 
make cultural sponsorships completely tax 
deductible. The Ministry has not considered the 
expansion of the tax deductibility to cover dona­
tions by made by individuals and corporations 
for sports, culture and charity.

Currently, the Finnish Tax Administration has 
a list of more than 100 foundations that corpora­
tions can donate money to and deduct their con­
tributions from their corporate taxes. Such a 
possibility is not open to private citizens. (HS)

Tarja Halonen to co-chair 
U.N. Millenium Summit

Namibian President Sam Nujoma and Finland's 
recently installed first woman president, Tarja 
Halonen, will jointly preside over a three-day 
Millennium Summit session of the General 
Assembly next month, it was decided last week.

In a resolution adopted without a vote, the 
assembly approved detailed plans for the organi­
zation of the summit, expected to draw heads of 
state or government from most of the world 
body's members and be the largest such gather­
ing held to date.

The resolution said the head of state of the 
country which presided over the last assembly -  
Namibia -  and the head of state of the country 
that will preside over this year's Assembly -  
Finland -  "will jointly preside."
The Millennium Summit will run from Sept. 6- 

8, and the overarching theme will be "The role 
of the United Nations in the 21st Century."

The president of the 2000 Assembly, which 
opens Sept. 5, will be former Finnish Prime 
Minister Harri Holkeri (Conservative). (STT)

Finland says Russian sub 
poses little risk to Finns

Finnish officials assured Finns on Monday they 
would not need to take precautionary measures 
against possible radiation leaks from a Russian 
nuclear-powered submarine crippled in the 
Barents Sea, northeast of Finland.

Russia's navy was trying to rescue more than 
100 sailors trapped in the stricken submarine in 
international waters northeast of the port of 
Murmansk at a depth of around 150 meters (500 
feet).

"According to the estimate of the Radiation and 
Nuclear Safety Authority (STUK), the radiation 
hazards of the Russian nuclear submarine acci­
dent would not, even in the worst case, cause a 
situation in Finland that would require protec­
tionary measures,” STUK said in a statement.

If the troubled vessel could not be raised, it 
would take decades for it to become thoroughly 
corroded and for its reactors to come into con­
tact with the sea water.

"In that case, radioactive material would begin 
to dissolve slowly into the water," STUK said 
and added: "The (radioactivity) levels would be 
very small, except for in the immediate vicinity 
of the submarine." (R euters)

Bits and pieces

The United States has overtaken Finland as the 
country with the highest number of Internet 
users per capita. While Finland has 121 end- 
users to every 1,000 people the United States 
has 134 end-users. (AL)

Astrid Thors (Swedish People's Party), member 
of the European parliament, says that Internet 
trade should not only be viable for large and 
established businesses and that efforts should be 
made through clear legislation to protect con­
sumers and encourage them to make Internet 
purchases from smaller companies. (KL)

Finnish telecom operator Sonera says it is with­
drawing its offer to buy a 34 percent stake of 
national broadcaster YLE's Digita unit as it 
wants to reserve the option to apply for a digital 
TV licence in Finland. (HS)

Finnish telecom equipment maker Nokia said it 
would buy American internet technology com­
pany DiscoveryCom for some 1.4 billion  
markkas, payable in Nokia stock. (KL)
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Lukijan k y n ä s tä
T h e  LUKIJAN KYNÄSTÄ (F rom  a  R e a d e r 's  P en ) S e c tio n  
I n v ite s  r e a d e r s  to  d i s c u s s  c u r r e n t  Issu es o f  th e  F in n ish  
A m e r ic a n  c o m m u n ity .  E v e r y o n e  Is w e lc o m e  to  c o n ­
tr ib u te .

D e b a te ,  o b s e r v e ,  q u e s t io n ,  s u g g e s t  -  e x p r e s s  y o u r  
o p in to n i I f  p o s s ib le ,  k e e p  y o u r  l e t t e r  to  th e  le n g th  o f  
o n e  t y p e w r i t t e n  p a g e  o r  t w o  h a n d w r i t t e n  p a g e s .  
L e tte r s  s e l e c te d  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  m a y  b e  s h o r te n e d  f o r  
s p a c e  r e a s o n s .

L e t te r s  p u b l i s h e d  In th is  s e c t io n  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
r e f le c t  th e  o p in io n s  o f  th e  RAIVAAJA s ta f f ,  R a iv a a ja  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o r  
S h a r e h o ld e r s .

A n o n y m o u s  le t te r s  w il l  n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d .
S e n d  y o u r  le t te r  to: LUKIJAN KYNÄSTÄ, RAIVAAJA, 

P.O. Box 6 0 0 , Fitchburg, MA 0 1 4 2 0 -0 0 5 4 .

F in n  Grand F e s t  2 0 0 0  r e f le c tio n s

To the editor:
The Grand Fest in  Toronto 

was true to Its name. One can  
only  Im agine the am ount of 
volunteer hours necessary to 
plan and Implement a festival 
o f th is  sca le . It tak es m any  
p eo p le  w ith  good  b u s in e s s  
se n se , great d ip lom acy and  
team leadership skills and the 
fortitude to keep It all togeth­
er.

One could go on, but In the 
end when all Is counted, I am  
sure that the participants, the 
planners and registrants are 
r ic h e r  for th e  e x p e r ie n c e .  
R egistrants can  be thankful 
that these festivals are held to 
keep up our rich culture and 
heritage.

We enjoyed the highly pro­
fessional performers and the  
p le a s u r e  o f  m e e tin g  old  
friends from previous Flnn- 
F ests. At tim es. It w as ch al­
lenging to locate the program 
sites. But with perseverance, 
w e read th e program  book, 
cross-referen ced  landm arks  
and navigated a course on the 
map. We made our notes and  
found the performance loca ­
tio n s , a lth o u g h  m ore s ig n s  
would have been helpful.

We d ecid ed  to ex ten d  our  
stay to see  more of Toronto. 
The h otel front desk  quoted  
u s  the sam e group rate that 
th e  F ln n F est received . One 
thing we questioned was that 
our hotel charge through the

F ln nF est organizers w as a l­
m ost double for what we paid 
after the festival.

A fter le a rn in g  o f th is , we 
Inquired from the organizers 
about It, but no one had any­

t h i n g  to  d o  w ith  th a t. The 
response w as "I had nothing  
to do with that." Wc were not 
h a p p y  w ith  t h is  ty p e  o f  
answer, so we m ade another 
Inquiry to the Festival chair. 
It w a s  a g a in  th e  sa m e  r e ­
sponse, so called "passing of 
the buck."

We felt betrayed and hurt, 
th a t p erh ap s we h ave b een  
taken advantage off. Or were 
the FlnnFest organizers taken  
advantage off? The organizers 
b la m ed  th e  h o te l for o v er ­
ch arg in g  th e F ln n F est. The 
la tter , however, se em s very  
unlikely of a reputable world­
wide h otel ch ain  to do an y­
th in g  b u t th e  very  b e s t  In 
serving their clients. They did 
serve u s In a m ost courteous 
and helpful way.

The I s s u e  o f  th e  room  
charges we paid to the Finn  
Grand F est is  secon d ary  to  
the fact that th e organizers  
h ad  n o t b een  fo r th c o m in g  
with the facts. It left u s  think­
in g  w h om  w e a re  g o in g  to  
b e lie v e , p a r t ic u la r ly  w h en  
committee mem bers had con ­
flicting stories. Also note that 
reg istra n ts  w ho m ade their  
own Finn. Fest room reserva­
tions, without organizer a ss is ­
ta n c e , r e c e iv e d  th e  lo w er  
group rate. W hen th e d u st  
settles, and all Is accounted  
for, we may even receive our 
requested refund.

From Northwest Russia

Myllärit
Karelian, Finnish and Russian Folk Music 

with a World Beat
Saturday, A ugust 26th • 6:00 p.m .
Richard Kent Recital Hall

Fitchburg State C ollege

Social im m edia te ly  fo llo w in g  the concert a t the 
Finnish Center at Saima Park 

Scott Rd., Fitchburg, MA

Tickets available from:

Alida Herring (978) 827-3217 Eleanor Lucander (978) 874-5869
Su san  Sanquinetti (978) 537-1142 Karl Makela (508-829-5181
June Rantanen (978)582-4201 Jane Guercio (978)345-1673
R A IV A A JA  (978)343-3822 Maija Märd (978)582-7717
Arm as Kaukoranta (978) 342-7909 Sally Tracy (978) 386-7089
Joan Niehaus (978) 345-1693 Advance $8.00 -  At Door $10.00

Special offer for new RAIVAAJA subscribers!
T h ree m o n th s  for e ig h t  b u ck sl W h ether y o u  read  F in n ish  or E n g lish . 
RAIVAAJA w ill k eep  in  to u c h  w ith  you r roo ts , cu rren t F in n ish  A m erican  
a ctiv itie s  an d  e v e n ts  in  F in lan d . S u b scr ib e  today!

N am e ________________________________________________________ _______________

A d d ress

Note: T h is offer is  lim ited  to n ew  su b sc r ib e rs  in  th e  U .S . o n ly  a n d  ex p ires  
on  S ep tem b er 3 0 , 2 0 0 0 . R egular U SA  su b sc r ip tio n  ra te s  are $ 2 8 .0 0  a  year, 
$ 2 0 .0 0  for s ix  m o n th s , a n d  $ 1 6 .0 0  for th ree  m o n th s . S en d  th is  co u p o n  
a n d  y o u r ch e c k  p a y a b le  to R aivaaja  P u b lish in g  C om p an y . P.O . B o x  6 0 0 ,  
F itch b u rg . MA 0 1 4 2 0 - 0 0 5 4 .

The spirit of Flnnfest n atu ­
rally will remain with u s  and 
th is  in cid en t w ill n ot over­
shadow  the Joy of the entire 
grand event. Thank you to all

the kind folks for your hard 
work for making it happen.

Harry & Anneli Johnson  
g u ln c y , MA

Below
Rollstone

Hill
G rowing up in  the Finnish Qurter o f  

Fitchurg, M assachusetts
A h isto rica l novel by  

P au la  Iv a sk a  R o b b in s

Lured by prom ises of an easy life and w ealth and pros­
p e rity  n o t av a ilab le  in  F in lan d , th e  G rö n lu n d  fam ily  
im m igrated to  America and  setteled in one of the Finnish 
neighborhoods of F itchburg , M assachusetts. Aino, the 
second  y o u n g e s t in th e  fam ily , n a rra te s  th is  fic tional 
m em oir of g row ing u p  d u rin g  the early years of the tw en­
tieth century. Aino, a h ead stro n g  independent w om an, 
soon finds that the w orld  has m any pitfalls as she moves 
from the relative safety of F itchburg  to  Finnish H arlem  in 
N ew  Y ork City. In troduced  to  speakeasies and alcohol, 
and  to young  m en, A ino contracts the d readed  syphilis. 
H er once sure  life now  has a great shadow  cast upon it. 
soft cover, 130 pages

$ 1 2  95 P 'us &*-00 Postage & handling
^  * (Mass, residents must also add (65 state sales tax)

RAIVAAJA
P.O. Box 600, F itc h b u rg  MA 01420-0054

ECS19&Q Maiicu 
S09{g  (PICT

A  m u s ic a l so u v e n ir

M aify lyrics by Aina Swan Cutler 
Music by Meilfä Suunanto 

Vocals by “Essi Vuorela 
“Photos by Ilmari “Kostiainen 

9lelsin((i History by Laura %plbe

The fascinating and mysterious atmosphere of Helsinki cap­
tured in a musical souvenir. 42 Haikus, Aina Swan Cutler's 
expression of love for her parents' home land. Composed into 9 
beautiful songs by Heikki Sarmanto. Illustrated by renowned 
photographer Ilmari Kostiainen and interpreted on CD by tal­
ented vocalist Essi Vuorela. Inlcudes a relevant history of 
Helsinki by Laura Koibe.

A unique way o f remembering the spirit o f MelsinQ 
again and again -  wherever you areI

$2500 Plus $3°° postage & handling
(Mass, residents must also add SI” state sales tax)

ORDER
RAIVAAJA

P.O. Box 600, Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054
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CANTERBURY, CT -  This Is 
a rem inder for th ose o f you  
w ho h ave b een  p u ttin g  o ff  
making your reservations for 
F ln n-F un n  W eekend, b ein g  
held from November 3-5.

The location this year Is the 
Sheraton Colonial Hotel and  
Golf Club In Wakefield (MA), a 
sh o r t  d is ta n c e  n o rth  o f  
B oston. The F innish  Am eri­
can Heritage Society of Can­
terbury Is hosting the w eek­
en d , ch a ired  by A n ita  an d  
J a ck  S m iley . The h o te l Is 
completing an $8 million ren­
ovation project, adding to the 
com fort an d  b e a u ty  o f  th e  
facility.

Who's th e  Dum best?
The various Nordic eth n ici­

t ie s  m ak e d ep r e c a to r y  r e ­
m a rk s a b o u t  o n e  a n o th e r  
b a se d  on  o ld  s te r e o ty p e s ,  
according to Professor Peter 
G u n d elu ck  o f C o p en h a g en  
U n iv e r s ity  in  an  e s sa y :  
"Joking R e la t io n sh ip s  and  
N ational Id en tities In S ca n ­
dinavia" In th e p u b lica tio n  
A c ta  S octo log ta .

T hese often  deal w ith  u p ­
tigh tn ess, d ru n k ed n ess and  
stupidity. The Jokes are m uch  
the sam e often, only with dif­
fer en t n a t io n a l I d e n tit ie s  
Inserted.

Only one of the Jokes cited  
In this essay Included Finns:

"Two Danes, two Finns, two 
Norwegians and two Sw edes 
were shipwrecked on a desert 
Island. Before their rescu e , 
the Danes formed a coopera­
tive, the Finns cut down the 
forest, the Norwegians built a 
f is h in g  tra w ler , an d  th e  
Swedes stood around waiting 
to be Introduced."

The Swedes got their share 
of h it s  a m o n g  th e  Jok es  
excerpted. To wit: "Two m en  
are sitting on a bench. One is  
drunk. The other one Is also a 
Swede."

-Harri Siitonen, from Turku, 
Finland. On to Hämeenlinna!

Belated
90th

Birthday greetings
to

Ina Sliwinski
(July 18)

Marita Cauthen 
Jonathan Ratila

WANTED
Apple pickers

Starting September 1 
for approximately 

six  weeks
Starting rate $7 .68 /h ou r  
CALL FO R  APPONTMENT
SULIN ORCHARD

9 7 8 -3 4 2 -5 1 2 1

NORTH-END
SUBARU-MAZDA

Rte. 13, Lunenburg
(‘J 7 b |  i h j  4MM • 1 60Ö 3-48 UOU9

IS UZ U-SUZUKI
' 525 John Fitch Hwy., Fitchburg
1078) 3 45-  101 | ■ I - 8 0 0 '3 4 5 - S A V E

R em em ber to m ake yo u r Flnn-Funn W eekend re servatio n s

The rate for the weekend Is 
$ 1 8 3 .2 5  for a d o u b le  an d  
$ 2 4 3 .5 8  for a single. These 
are  per p e rso n  r a te s  an d  
Include two n igh ts lodging, 
b reak fast on  S atu rd ay  and  
S u n d a y  m o rn in g , b a n q u e t  
dinners on Friday and Satur­
day evening, u se  of m eeting  
room s and facilities, and all 
taxes and gratuities,

A $ 12 registration fee covers 
the dances and entertainment

on Friday and Saturday eve­
n ings, program on Saturday  
m orning and afternoon: and 
m iscellaneous expenses relat­
ed to m ailings, phone calls, 
and registration materials.

C om m u ter ra te s  are a lso  
available for those wishing to 
come for the day on Saturday 
or for the banquet on Friday 
evening. There is also a sp e­
cia l rate availab le for those  
w h o w ish  to s ta y  over on

Thursday or Sunday evening.
The m usic on Friday evening 

w ill b e  p ro v id ed  by B ert 
S tr ö m h o lm , an d  B ert and  
Brent Buswell will be com bin­
ing their talents for Saturday 
e v e n in g 's  p rogram . T h is  
m u s ic  Is for ev e ry o n e , 
whether It be for dancing or 
Ju st p la in  l is t e n in g .  As 
alw ays, a varied program is  
being planned for the day on 
Saturday.

There are 9 0  room s b ein g  
held for the group, and reser­
v a tio n s  rece ived  after th o s  
rooms are reserved will be on 
a space-available basis.

Don’t m iss out on the fun. 
If you wish to receive a flyer 
and reservtlon form, contact 
Jack  and A nita  S m lely , 42  
Benjam in Road, Preston, CT 
06365; phone 860-889-7820; 
or e -m a il a t sm lle y s -p la c e  
@Juno.com

Or If you have sim ply forgot­
ten to make your reservation, 
th is will serve as a reminder
to do so. FAHS

Kalenteri
CALIFORNIA

Sept. 7 -  Finnish Language & Culture C la sse s begin, Loyola 
Marymount University, 7900 Loyola Blvd, Los Angeles. 
Instructor Dr Tuula Stark. More info: Division of Continuing 
Education, Loyoia Marymount University, 7900 Loyola 
Blvd, Los Angeles CA  90045; tel 310-338-1971; fax 310- 
338-2706; http://conted.lmu.edu/conted/

Sept. 9 -  Kaleva Lodge 21, Ski Club & FAHA Annual Family Day 
Picnic, 11 am, Finnish American Home Association, 197 
Verano Ave, Sonoma.

Sept. 23 -  'Sibelius -  The Man, The Genius,' lecture by Dr Jeanne 
Doty, 4 pm, Norwegian Seamen's Church, 1035 S  Beacon 
St, San Pedro. For more info: 310-452-7667. Sponsored 
by LAFF, LBFF & the Norwegian Seamen's Church.

CONNECTICUT
Aug. 20 -  Annual Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale, 8-11 am, Aura 

Hall, 51 Ullibridge Ave, Voluntown. For more info: 860- 
376-0052.

Sept. 7 -  Finnish American Heritage Society meeting, 7 pm, 
Finnish Hall, 76 North Canterbury Rd (Rt 169), Canter­
bury. Coffee 6 pm.

Sept. 22 -  Finnish American Heritage Society's new members' 
night, 7 pm, Finnish Hall, Canterbury.

M AINE
Aug. 20 -  Finnish-American Heritage Society of Maine Heritage 

Center open house, 2-4 pm, Maple St, West Paris.
Aug. 27 -  Finnish-American Heritage Society of Maine Heritage 

Center open house, 2-4 pm, West Paris.
Sept. 17 -  Finnish-American Heritage Society of Maine monthly 

meeting, 2 pm. Heritage Center, West Paris.
M ASSACH U SETTS

Aug. 20 -  32nd annual Chicken Barbecue, 1 pm, Sovittaja Park, 
Finn Park Rd, Rutland. Tickets available advance sale 
only. Reservations: 508-853-5174.

Aug. 26 -  Myllärit Karelian Folk Band concert, 6 pm, Richard Kent 
Recital Hall, Fitchburg State College, Fitchburg. Social fol­
lowing concert at Finnish Center at Salma Park. For more 
info: 508-829-5181. Tickets available at Raivaaja.
-  While the Juhannus Sauna is Warming,1 short comedy 
from Finland presented in English by The Finn Players of 
Canterbury (CT), 7:30 pm, Sovittaja Park, Rutland. 
Followed by refreshments & dancing to music of The 
HiUtes.

Aug. 27 -  Myllärit street concert, 1:30-3 pm, Faneuil Hall Market­
place, Boston.

Aug. 28 -  Reception for Myllärit, 5 pm, Uoyd & Joyce Hannula's, 
East Rd, Westminster. Potiuck supper with Finnish & 
Karelian foods. R SV P  978-874-0629.

Aug. 29 -  Dance, 7:30-11:30 pm, Finnish Center at Saima Park, 
Fitchburg. Music by Dori Wells Duo.
-  Myllärit concert, 8:30 pm, Johnny D's, Somerville. Info: 
617-776-7450.

Sept. 2 -  Knights & Ladies of Kaleva 4th Annual Arts & Crafts 
Fair, 9 am- 3pm, Kaleva Cam pground, Fort Pond, 
Lancanster. Space available for artists & crafters. Info: 
582-4508 or 582-6045.
-  Dance, 7:30-11:30 pm, Finnish Center at Saima Park, 
Fitchburg. Music by Dori Wells Duo.

Sept. 9 -  Beef Stew Dinner (6 pm) & Dance (7:30 pm), Sovittaja 
Park, Rutland. Music by Ed Hendela. Dinner reservations 
(deadline Sept. 6): 508-842-8468.

Sept. 13 -  Finnish Center at Salma Park membership meeting, 7:30 
pm, Saima Park, Fitchburg.

Sept. 16 -  Annual Kaleva Fall Far, 9 am-2 pm, Kalevaiset Lodge, 
Kaleva Rd, Littleton.

Sept. 17 -  Fall Tori, Finnish Center at Saima Park, Fitchburg.
Sept. 24 -  Smörgäsbord Dinner, 12 noon-1 pm, Kaleva Camp, Fori 

Pond, Perry Rd, Lancaster. Hosted by Knights & Ladies of 
Kaleva.

Oct. 1 -  Accordion Fest featuring Nils Lundin & his Roving Band
of New England Accordionists, 2 pm, Sovittaja Park, 
Rutland. Refreshments & dancing.

Nov. 3-5 -  Finn-Funn Weekend, Sheraton Colonial Hotel and Golf 
Club, Wakefield. Sponsored by Finnish American Heritage 
Society of Canterbury (CT). For info, contact Anita & Jack 
Smiley, 42 Benjamin Rd, Preston CT 06365; e-mail smiley 
s.place@juno.com

Events subject to ■

MICHIGAN
Aug. 20 -  Finnish Center Open House, 1-4 pm, Finnish Center, 

35200 W  Eight Mile,Farmington Hills. Sponsored by FCA  
Board.

Aug. 25 -  Kalevala Study Group, 7 pm, Finnish Center, Farmington
Hills.

Aug. 27 -  Finnish Center Open House, 1-4 pm, Finnish Center, 
Farmington Hills. Sponsored by Education & Mailing 
Committees.

Sept. 6 -  Finnweavers, 10 am, Finnish Center, Farmington Hills. 
Sept. 9 -  Ka leva la  Study Group, 10 am, F inn ish  Center, 

Farmington Hills.
-  Soittoniekat Jam Session, 3-6 pm, Finnish Center, 
Farmington Hills.

MINNESOTA
Sept. 8-13 -  Finnish Fall Adult Week, Salolampi Language Village, 

northeast of Bermidji. Registration info: 800-450-2214.
NEW HAMPSH IRE

Sept. 2 -  Myllärit Karelian Folk Band concert, 5 pm, Powerhouse 
Cafä, Lebanon. Info: 602-298-5236.

Sept. 17 -  Myllärit concert, 4 pm, Lyme Congregational Church, 
Lyme. Info: 802-333-9598.

NEW YORK
Aug 30 -  Jill Seifers, voice, with Mika Pohjola, 7:30-10 pm, 

Caravan of Dreams, 405 East 6th St. New York.
Sept. 24 -  Mika Pohjola Trio, Cornelia Street Caf6, 29 Cornelia St, 

New York. Shows at 9 & 10:30 pm.
Sept. 30 -  Finnish War Veterans in America Annual Venison Dinner 

Dance, 6 pm, Lomala Hall, Hopewell Jet. Music by Hen­
dela with vocals by Autio. (Note correction of date) Info: 
203-438-1890 or jmkirk@attglobal.net 

Oct. 13 -  Finlandia Foundation New York Metropolitan Chapter 
program evening, 8 pm, 6th floor, Central Presbyterian 
Church, 593 Park Ave at 64th St, New York. 

PENNSYLVAN IA
July 26-29  -  FinnFest U S A  2001, Villanova University, near 

Philadelphia. Info: Phone 856-489-1594; FA X  856-489- 
1106; e-mail: mail@finnfest2001.org; web site: www.finn 
fest2001 .org

VERMONT
Aug. 18 -  Myllärit Karelian Folk Band street concert, 4-5 pm. 

Church St, Burlington.
-  Special Karelian pre-Myllärit concert dinner, 6-7:30 pm, 
Full Moon Cafe, Strafford. Reservations required. Contact 
802-765-4480 or mbaldwin@sover.net
-  Myllärit concert, 8 pm, Barrett Hall, Strafford. For more 
info: 802-333-4487.

Aug. 20 -  Meet the Myllärit band picnic sponsored by Project 
Harmony, Waitsfield. For more info: 802-496-4545.
-  Vermont Rnnish American Society annual picnic, 10 am- 
2 pm, West Hill Recreation Area, West Hill Rd. Ludlow. 
White Elephant Auction, music. Bring hot dish, salad or 
dessert to share. Coffee provided. More info, directions: 
802-775-6303 or liisavt@aol.com

Aug. 23 -  Finnish & Russian children's stories told by Myllärit band 
members, 3-4 pm, Peabody Library, Rt 113, Post Mills.
-  Meet the Myllärit tea hour, Peabody Library, Post Mills. 

Aug. 25 -  Myllärit concert, 7 pm, United Methodist Chruch,
Middlesex. For more info: 802-223-2201.

Aug. 26 -  Myllärit concert, 1-1:45 pm, Vermont Public Radio 's 
annual picnic, Meadowlands, Hildene, Manchester. Info: 
802-655-9451.

Sept. 2 -  Myllärit mini-concert, 1:30 pm, Russian Renaissance 
Store, 61 Central St, Woodstock. Info: 802-457-9478 or 
novgorod2@aol.com

Sept. 7 -  Myllärit concert, 8 pm, Coffee House, Johnson State 
College, Johnson. Info: 802-635-2356.

Sept. 14 -  Myllärit Russisan celebration & concert, 5 pm, Russian 
School, Middlebury College, Middlebury. Info: 802-443-
2532.

Sept. 15 -  Myllärit concert, 7:30 pm, Chand ler M u s ic  Hall, 
Randolph. Info: 802-728-9878.

W ASHINGTON
Sept. 8 -  Finn Golf Tournament, Three Rivers Golf Course, Kelso.

For more info contact Joe Eloheimo at 360-260-2587 or 
W es Kovanen Koven at koven1@gte.net (note correction
in e-mail address).

hange without notice

http://conted.lmu.edu/conted/
mailto:s.place@juno.com
mailto:jmkirk@attglobal.net
mailto:mail@finnfest2001.org
http://www.finn
mailto:mbaldwin@sover.net
mailto:liisavt@aol.com
mailto:novgorod2@aol.com
mailto:koven1@gte.net
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FESTIVAL , from page 6

The Finnish Gymnastics and 
Fitness Association presented 
an hour long program of gym­
nastics and dance. Made up  
of three separate groups from 
various parts o f Finland, we 
enjoyed a group of older girls 
doing alm ost balletic p ieces, 
younger girls livening up the 
p ro ceed in g s w ith  rock and  
roll type of m ovem ents and  
m usic and finally eight more 
m ature perform ers w ho did  
take o ffs  on la v a ta n s s i t  and 
on folk steps. The dozens of 
bright co stu m es and expert 
ligh tin g  m ade It a p leasan t  
time.

In the evening I attended a 
fine concert by the Toronto 
Finnish Chamber Choir "Vox 
Finlandlae" In the accoustl-  
cally rich Concert Hall. They 
first sang four songs by North 
A m erican com p osers Pieter 
Sigm undt and Paul H ietala  
(both  c o n d u c to r s  o f  th e  
group), Andrea H ansen  and  
Jooseppi Rllppa whose "Koti­
m a a n i  o m p i S u o m i"  h ad  an  
e x c e l le n t  s o lo is t  In E rkki 
Simpanen.

N ext ca m e th e  N a a n ta li 
Chamber Choir, a fine group 
o f p e r h a p s  tw e n ty  v o ic e s ,  
directed by Susanna Kuotola, 
s in g in g  four F in n ish  n u m ­
bers. The two grou p s then  
combined for a group of three 
songs.

After Intermission we heard 
a m arvelous young Flnnlsh- 
C a n a d la n  so p r a n o , C arla  
H u h ta n e n , w h o  sa n g  four  
Finnish art songs by Kilpinen 
and Kuula, works that I have 
n o t h ea rd  for over tw e n ty  
years, when every Finn town 
h ad  a so p r a n o  w ho c o u ld  
handle these difficult pieces.

N ext ca m e th e  K ok kola  
Youth Choir, a group of 50  
teenagers who sang perhaps 
the m ost difficult program of 
the evening, a group of Aulis 
S a llln en 's  "Songs from  th e  
Sea". Then all three choirs  
com b ined  to p resen t M eri- 
kanto's "K esäilta"  waltz with  
fine p ian o accom p an im en t, 
Peterson's "Hymn to Freedom" 
and, of course, the "Finlandia 
Hymn".

I bought the Toronto group's 
n ew  CD and reco m m ed  it 
highly; It Is called Vox Fln-lan- 
d la e  A  C a p p e lla .

F r id a y
A recital by Maaningan Ru- 

n oveerat started  my day at 
the Studio Theater. An audi­

e n c e  o f  p e r h a p s  s ix ty  h ad  
gathered to hear som e poetry 
In F in n is h , or h ad n 't th ey  
looked at their program, for 
a s  soon  a s  the group of 10 
b egan  to recite , the exod u s  
b eg a n , in  grou p s o f two or 
three, m um bling and s tu m ­
bling In the dark, until there 
were on ly  a third of u s  left 
w hen  the ligh ts cam e on at 
the end. The program of per­
h aps two dozen poem s d eal­
ing w ith  p atriotism  and lve 
w as excellent. The perform­
ers were a poetry club  that 
meet to read and recite.

In the afternoon they began  
to b u s  u s  to a d istan t h igh  
school auditorium to hear the 
F in n ish  troubadour, Ju k k a  
Kuoppamäki, one of the stars 
o f the festival. The su d d en  
storm  that had torn up  the 
Tori at noon had also put out 
the traffic lights on the main  
d ra g s , w h ile  an  a tte m p te d  
suicide In a local subway sta ­
tion  tied  up the transporta­
tion underground.

C o n seq u en tly  th e con cert  
w as delayed a bit In order to 
le t  fo lk s  arrive. And arlve  
th ey  d id , by th e h u n d red s. 
Kuoppamäki and h is excellent- 
band sang over an hour of his 
h its and less than hits. How­
ever, they are all In the sam e  
style and rhythm, to the point 
th a t  I w a s  q u ite  h a p p y  to  
have It end.

In the evening we gathered  
for th e  ga la  co n cert o f th e  
p la y e r s  from  th e  T oron to  
Sym phony led by guest Han­
n u  L intu , con d u ctor o f the  
Turku Sym phony, w ho w as 
tall and dark and handsome, 
rem in d in g  m e som ew h at of 
the early Finnish  conductor

C onductor H annu Lintu

Robert Kajanus.
The program  su rp r is in g ly  

began with Sibelius' "Finlan­
dia” which sounded forth with 
m ajesty and resonance In the 
e x c e lle n t  a c c o u s t lc s  o f the  
hall. Lintu, who is yet anoth­
er genius rising out of Jorma 
Panula's classes, leads with a 
c lea r  an d  m a ste r fu l b a to n  
tec h n iq u e . In th e S ib e liu s  
V io lin  C o n cer to  w h ich  fo l­
lowed, he w as an adm irable 
accom pan ist to Pietari Inkl- 
nen's dramatic playing. Inki­
n en  seem ed quite m ature In 
not only technique but also In 
com p reh en sion . He turned  
o u t to  b e q u ite  an  a ffa b le  
young m an w hen  I spoke to 
h im  at th e  r e c e p t io n  after  
concert.

Following Intermission, dur­
ing w hich  in  a conversation  
with Miss Alanen, who teach­
es  p iano at N orthw estern In 
C hicago. I had learned  that 
the gray haired lad les of the 
C hicago m a tin ee  a u d ie n c es  
had abided the m usic of El- 
nojuhani Rautavaara recent­
ly. 10 I w as p leased  to agree 
with them. The "Isle of Bliss" 
by that contemporary Finnish  
com p oser tu rn ed  o u t to be 
p lea sa n t a lth o u g h  powerful 
m usic with m elody and har­
m ony that did not offend the 
ear. The concert continued  
with Sibelius' "Karelia Suite", 
familiar spirited m usic with a 
softer second movement.

The concert had been  pro­
duced  by A udrea H ansen , a 
v io lin is t  w ith  th e  T oronto  
Symphony. In her childhood 
sh e  h ad  w r itten  a F in n ish  
polka, w hich  sh e  developed  
and orchestrated Into the fun 
p iece that th e group played  
for a n  e n c o r e . I th a n k e d  
John Klltlnen and h is wife for 
their ex trem e g en ero sity  In 
m ak in g  fu n d s  ava ilab le  for 
this fine concert and I wish to 
repeat that gratitude here In 
print.

Saturday
The tori w as back  up and  

operating. Including the tent 
s e l l in g  N a n so  n lg h tw a r e ,  
which w as a great delight to 
m y w ife. T h is m orn ing  we 
attended the Singing Strings 
concert, which Is always a hit 
at F ln n F ests . The director

seem ed to have but few Finn­
ish  speaking fiddlers, but the 
young m usicians had learned 
m any verses of very difficult 
F in nish  tex ts  and the sh ow  
w as a big success, a s  usual.

A s s is t a n c e  from  v is i t in g  
Finnish artists helped m ake It 
a worthy experience. Particu­
la r ly  th e  F in n is h  so p r a n o  
Raita Karpo proved to be a hit 
with her singing of the Kale­
vala folk poetry.

We sp e n t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
afternoon at the Square hear­
ing num erous groups on  the 
stage, while sam pling the food 
w a re s  a v a ila b le  a t v a r io u s  
t e n ts  an d  tr u c k s  w h ic h  
stopped on the nearby street.

We are not "Banquet" p eo ­
ple, so we did not go to join  
900 timers. We went to sa u ­
na and swimming Instead.

Sunday
A concert on the staircase at 

the Concert Hall following the 
church services w as su n g  by 
the D iscantus Women's Choir 
from  H e ls in k i, d ir e c te d  by  
K a ta rin a  E n g strö m . T h is  
g rou p  o f 3 0 - 4 0  la d le s  h a s  
b een  sin g in g  together s in ce  
1978 lri the Vuosaari section  
of the city.

Their repertoire w as proba­
bly the m ost varied of all the 
grou p s I heard  h ere. They  
sa n g  folk, com edy, tan goes, 
old time h its a s  well a s  seri­
o u s  n um bers. An exce llen t  
group!

A m atinee concert com bined  
the Male C horuses of F innish  
Male Singers of North Ameri­
ca, the Kronoby Male Choir of 
Finland a s  well a s  the Kars­
tula Male Singers. A program  
of old fam iliar F in n ish  m ale  
repertoire w as well su ng and  
the big n um bers really rang  
with over a hundred m en on  
stage following th e direction  
of their four directors.

T he c lo s in g  c e r e m o n y  
b rought a fu ll h o u se  to the  
C o n c er t H all o n c e  a g a in .  
J o n a th a n , an  u sh e r  w h o  I 
had got to know  d uring  the  
week, said the Finns were fine 
attendants at all o f the vari­
o u s  fu n ctio n s. O nly at the  
church service In the morning 
had the requirement of n um ­
bered tick ets cau sed  a little

co n stern a tio n . He a lso  e x ­
plained that the configuration  
a b ove  th e  s ta g e  d e p ic te d  
organ pipes rising up Into the 
rafters. D iscussions through­
out earlier concerts had con­
vinced me they were m issiles  
that had got stu ck  in to  the  
wall.

The f in a l theater 
presentation

U nan n ou n ced  in  th e early  
sendouts from the Grand Fest 
com m ittee In February were 
two p erform ances o f "Seven  
Brothers" by the Nurmijärvi 
Kivi F estival A ssocia tion , In 
an ad ap tion  b y  Pekka Lou- 
nela, directed by Paavo Llskl.

These are all strong nam es  
In Finnish theater, and I was 
su re of a fine perform ance, 
b u t I did not realize w hat a  
physically live and exhausting  
ordeal th is  m u st h ave b een  
for the players, for they were 
everywhere, behind u s, beside  
us, before us. The u se  o f two 
narrators cu t the long novel 
down into short scen es allow­
ing the brothers to battle, to 
take a sauna bath, to escape  
the b u lls  to a large rock, to 
w atch  their sa u n a  b u rn , to  
learn their ABC's.

The troupe has been playing 
this production for five years, 
and I was attending the very 
la st  perform ance anyw here. 
It w as a great close to a fine 
week of Finnish culture at an  
amazingly high level.

And t h e n . . .
A s  always at FlnnFest, I met 

people I know and I w as occa­
s io n a lly  r e c o g n iz e d  from  
RAIVAAJA p ictu res b y  fo lks  
from all over th e USA. My 
copy o f Barbara H elsin glu s' 
new book of Finnish son gs In 
E n glish  and P aula  R obbins  
B e lo w  R o lls to n e  H ill were both  
signed by the authors. I rec­
ommend both of them  highly. 
B arb ara 's tr a n s la t io n s  are  
clearly the work of a singer  
who knows where the accents 
m ust com e and her selection  
of n um bers Is fine. Paula's 
novel about growing up in the 
Finnish quarter of Fitchburg  
Is ever so familiar to u s 2nd  
generatloners.
P h o to s  b y  RAIVAAJA u n le s s  
o th e r w is e  s ta te d

S V oU  g y m n a s t girls perform ing. H elsinki C ity  Folklore C roup dan cers. photo: Roy Helander
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R efresh m en t co m m ittee  [from left), A n ita  M attson , L in d sa y  
C w yth er, E va Hirvi a n d  B arbara  Fuller.

Sovittaja Park
F inn ish  H eritage Society

Bert Ström holm  and Brent 
Buswell played for the dance 
at Sovittaja Park In Rutland, 
M ass., Saturday, Ju ly  29, at 
7:30 p.m.

T rem en d ou s d a n ce  m u sic  
w as p layed  th is  even in g  by  
these two fam ous accordion­
ists. They m ake an excellent 
team . The m u sic  w as w ell 
balanced with Finnish, Sw e­
d ish  an d  a variety  o f other  
great numbers.

Brent played solo a few very 
fast p o lkas. Norma B elden

an d  A1 S e lln lu s  ea c h  sa n g  
som e of their special tun es. 
Norma san g In Sw edish and  
Al’s n u m b ers w ere fam iliar  
ballroom  dance tunes. This 
added to the program for the 
evening.

The refreshm ent com m ittee 
In c lu d e d  Eva H irvi, h er  
granddaughter Lindsay Gwy- 
th e r , A n ita  M a ttso n  an d  
Barbara Fuller. They served 
a variety of d elic iou s sa n d ­
w ich es and coffee and p u lla  
during interm ission. Every-

A t on e o f  th e  ta b le s  In th e dining a rea  during th e  Interm ission b rea k  a re  (from left) E d w a rd  
a n d  Selja  Nummelin, K a ty  a n d  Sovitta ja  P residen t B arry Helntluoma, a n d  L iisa  Ström holm .

Photos by NUs Granfors

one enjoyed the refreshment.
H enry H irvi an d  R obert 

Mattson were In charge of the 
ticket-selling at the door.

Lindsay, the Hlrvi's grand­
d a u g h te r , h a d  sp e n t  s ix  
w eeks at the F innish  village 
Salolampl In Minnesota. She 
was a Junior counselor. Her 
sister Tracy spent four weeks 
there also.

Both of the girls are excel­
lent ice skaters. Lindsay Has

been  on tour with the Colo­
n ia ls  ice sk a tin g  team  from  
Acton. She is a precision ice 
skater and she and the team  
represented  the U.S.A. on a 
tour to Italy th is  year. Last 
year they com peted in Sw it­
zerland.

Lindsay will start school this 
fall at the W estern Michigan 
U niversity. H enry and Eva 
Hirvi can certainly be proud  
of their lovely grandchildren

an d  r ig h tfu lly  so . T h e se  
y o u n g ste r s , h o p efu lly , w ill 
carry their F innish  heritage  
with them In future years.

The dance at Sovittaja draws 
to a close, and m any o f the 
p a tr o n s w ho a tte n d e d  th is  
event are already looking for­
ward to the next dinner and  
dance at Sovittaja Park. Our 
appreciation goes out to the  
organizers and volunteers at 
this great club. Nils Granfors

M yllärit to  perform  in
FITCHBURG, MA -  The 

Karelian Folk Band Myllärit Is 
retu rn in g  to th is  c ity  for a 
concert on Saturday, August 
26, at 6 p.m . In the Richard 
Kent Recital Hall at Fitchburg 
State College.

There will be a social Imme­
diately following the concert 
a t th e  F in n is h  C en ter  at 
Salma Park, 61 Scott Rd.

Myllärit performs Karelian, 
F in n is h  a n d  R u s s ia n  folk  
m usic "with a world beat."

Formed In R ussian  Karelia 
In 1992, Myllärit started by 
playing only traditional tunes 
from  F in la n d  an d  K arelia. 
Finnish  folk m u sic  inspired

them  to becom e a traveling  
band and find their own way 
of doing m usic.

The band h as becom e very 
p opu lar In K arelia and b e ­
yond. It h as toured R ussia , 
S p a in , G erm an y , N orw ay, 
Sweden and m ost often Fin­
land where their live appear­
ances include folk m usic fes­
tiva ls (K ihaus in  R ääkkylä, 
Kaustinen Folk Music Festival 
an d  H a a p a v e s i F olk). In 
January 1999 the group was 
voted "best band of Folklan- 
d ia  Folk  Cruise" ou t o f 62  
participating Finnish bands.

During 1998 and 1999 Myl­
lärit had very successful con­
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ond week in August. Finnish 
sister cities Salo and Kuopio 
have already been contacted  
with the hope od getting them 
involved with the festival.

Primary goals
Since last sum m er FinnFest 
USA w a s g o v ern ed  by an  
executive com m ittee con sist­
ing of Pärssinen, Westerberg, 
and N ancy E. R iik onen , of 
Mount Dora (FL).

At the FinnFest USA annual 
m eeting Pärssinen  said that 
the committee had set the fol­
low ing prim ary goals: 1. to 
rem ove th e  a d m in istra tiv e  
stuff from the Selvälä's home.

"This h a s  b een  a d e lica te  
undertaking," she said adding 
th a t a n u m b er  o f re co r d s  
h a v e b een  m oved  to  th e  
Immigration History Research 
C enter at the U niversity  of 
Minnesota.

N um ber tw o g o a l w a s  to  
establish a corporate address. 
Number three, to set festivals

for years 2001 and 2002.
"Nine people have tried to Oil 

one m an's work. Everybody 
has done their share," Pärssi­
nen commented.

"We h a v e  a c c o m p lish e d  
these goals, and feel that we 
h a v e  s tr e n g th e n e d  a s  an  
organization," she said.

A cco rd in g  to  W esterb erg  
there are 3 8 0  organizations  
on the FinnFest USA mailing 
list. Of these 150 have been  
members. There are only 63  
paid members now.

"We n eed  to get feedb ack  
from the membership organi­
zations," he stated.

Also attending the m eeting  
w as Pertti Paasio, chairm an  
o f  S u o m i-S e u r a  an d  th e  
E x p a tr ia te  P a r lia m e n t o f  
Finland.

He brought greetings from  
both organizations and w el­
com ed those present to par­
ticip ate in the next se ss io n  
(November 6-7) of the parlia­
ment.

Fitchburg August 26
cert tours in Scotland (Edin­
burgh  F estiv a l, The Fringe  
'98 , R oyal C on cert H all in  
G lasgow  an d  c lu b s  around  
th e  c o u n tr y ), S h e tla n d  I s ­
lands (Shetland Folk Festival 
’99) and the United States.

During la st year's US tour 
Myllärit performed at 21 pub­
lic  c o n c e r ts , in c lu d in g  the  
June 19th concert at McKay 
Campus School In Fitchburg, 
during May and June in five 
sta te s . They a lso  performed  
for over 8 ,0 0 0  stu d en ts and  
teachers at 26  school perfor­
m ances in Vermont and New 
Hampshire.

This year's North American 
tour in clu d ed  perform ances

at Finn Grand Fest 20 0 0  in  
Toronto.

T ick ets for th e  A ugu st 26  
co n ce r t are a v a ila b le  from  
Raivaaja (978-343-3822 , All- 
da Herring (9 7 8 -8 2 7 -3 2 1 7 ,  
Susan Sanguinettl (978-537- 
1142), June Rantanen (978- 
582-4201), Armas Kaukoran­
ta (978-342-7909). Joan Nie- 
h aus (978-345-1693), Eleanor 
L u can der ( 9 7 8 -8 7 4 -5 8 6 9 ) ,  
Karl Makela (508-829-5181), 
Jane Guerclo (978-345-1673), 
Malja Märd (9 7 8 -5 8 2 -7 7 1 7 )  
an d  S a lly  Tracy (9 7 8 -3 8 6 -  
7089).

The t ick e ts  are $ 8  In a d ­
vance and will be $10  at the 
door.

Looking for 
children to  
folkdance

FITCHBURG, MA -  Children 
are  b e in g  so u g h t  to  le a rn  
som e Finnish folk dances and  
participate In the AmerlCul- 
ture A rts F estiva l a t F itch ­
burg State College.

C hildren  n eed  to com e to  
two rehearsals at Salma Park, 
Saturday, Sept. 9, 11 a.m . to 
noon, and Saturday, Sept. 16,
2-3 p.m.

They will then dance at the 
festival on Saturday, Sep. 23, 
at 3 p.m.; Sat., Sept. 30, at 3 
p.m.; and Sat., Oct. 7, at 2:45 
p.m.

August 26th 2000

Happy Birthday June!
With sounds of Fennos-Scandinavian melodies in the air.

June, you have stars in your eyes and natural rhythm on the floor.
Congratulations, Raimo

Photograph taken at Kesäjuhla 2000 at the Finnish Center at Saima Park
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Fi n n i s h  d a n c e r  s ig n s  w i t h  P h i la d e lp h ia  B a llo t

J o n a s  L u n d q u ls t , 2 7 , a 
d a n c e r  w ith  th e  F in n is h  
National Ballet, has signed a 
c o n tr h c t  to perform  a s  a 
so loist with the Philadelphia  
B a lle t com p an y , b eg in n in g  
this season.

He Is the fourth Finn w ho

h a s  b e c o m e  a s o lo  b a lle t  
dancer In the United States. 
Others have been: Mikko Nis­
sinen, (San Francisco Ballet), 
Jukka Aromaa (New York City 
B a lle t) , a n d , d u r in g  th e  
1960s, Leo Ahonen (Houston 
Ballet).

Wanted:
Full-time m in ister  

to  serve 97-year-old  
Finnish Lutheran Congregation  

in New York C ity

Requirements: Ability to speak Finnish and 
conduct service In the Finnish language and 
Lutheran tradition. Ability to speak, read, 
and write English Is also helpful. This posi­
tion requires a minimum three year commit­
ment. Salary is negotiable. Living quarters 
are provided.

For consideration and complete details 
please contact:
Alpo Niskanen 

[church council president) 
718-892-2712

K a ik e n la is ia  v a k u u tu k s ia  . . . .  P u h u ta a n  S u o m e a

NIEMI 
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, INC.

1 35 M a in  Street, P.O. B ox  449 W estm inster, M A
Välitetään m yös kiinteistöjä Puhelin  874-2921

HUHTALA OIL CO.
1 9 8  P A T R IO T S  R O A D , E A S T  T E M P L E T O N

• Our own serv ice  departm ent to  our cu stom ers  
• New cu stom ers alw ays w elcom e  

* Our third generation

CALL 6 3 2 - 1 2 2 1
Our service area is  from North Rutland to Orange

RAIVAAJA
TILAUS JA/TAI OSOITTEENMUUTOS

Osoitteen muuttuessa 
liittäkää vanha osoite mukaan

N IM I__

OSOITE

Uusi tilaus _____________ uudistus

Maksu $ ______________

TILAUSHINNAT:
USA: 12kk $28.00; 6kk $20.00; 3kk $16.00 

Ulkomaat: 12kk $33.00; 6kk $25.00

Raivaaja
P.O. Box 600

Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054 
Puh.: 978-343-3822 Fax: 978-343-8147

Sports Roundup
by Harri S iitonen

Seppälä takes 
two swim golds

H a n n a -M a rla  S e p p ä lä  of 
Finland won two events In the 
European Junior Swim cham ­
pionships at Dunkirk, France 
Ju ly  2 9 -3 0 . S h e first se t a 
F in n ish  n a tio n a l record  In 
w inning the 100-m eter free­
style In 56 .59  and then cam e 
back to set a national record 
In the 50M freestyle In 26.14. 
She looks like a good bet to 
m ak e th e F in n ish  O lym pic  
team.

M ik a  H ä k k in e n  s e c o n d  
in  G e r m a n  G ra n d  P r ix
Mika Häkkinen and h is Mc­

Laren took secon d  p lace  In 
the Formula One Grand Prlx 
at Hockenhelm, Germany, on 
July 30  a s Rubens Barrlchel- 
lo (Brazil/Ferrari) won by dri­
ving a daring, risky race with 
sm ooth tires on a wet, rainy 
c o u r s e . D av id  C o u lth a rd  
(B rita in/M cL aren) w a s 3rd, 
J e n s o n  B u tto n  ( B r ita in /  
Williams) 4th and Mika Salo  
(F ln lan d /S au b er) 5th . Point 
leader Michael Schum acher of 
G e r m a n y /F e r r r a r i a g a in  
a b a n d o n ed  th e  race  In th e  
first lap due to a collision.

Two w e e k s  ea r lie r  a t th e  
A ustrian Grand Prlx, Häkki­
n en  took h is  secon d  race of

CHISHOLM, MN -  Nick and  
Lynda K oivunen o f H ibblng  
took first place at the Festival 
Finlandia Youth Talent Show  
held  at Ironworld D iscovery  
Center July 22.

Nick, age 17, and Lynda, age 
9, perform ed voca l an d  In ­
stru m ental F innish  m edleys  
to collect their first place prize 
of $ 3 0 0 . N ick  an d  L ynda  
both play the piano, and Nick 
plays the accordion and the 
baritone. Lynda also recently 
atten d ed  S alo lam pl F in n ish  
language village.

G r a n d p a r e n ts , K en an d  
Esther Koivunen of Zlm and  
Florence Rocchlo o f Hibblng, 
h a v e  h a d  a g re a t m u s ic a l  
Influence on Nick and Lynda, 
w ho have received  superior  
awards In many of the Minne­
s o ta  F e d e r a tio n  o f  M u sic  
Clubs Festivals.

P a re n ts  P at R o cch lo  an d  
Karl Koivunen said  the ch il­
dren's grandparents strongly

' THE FINLANDIA 
FOUNDATION

Metropolitan Chapter, In 
Meetings every 2nd 

Friday of the month from 
October through May.

CENTRAL
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
593 Park Ave A 64th SL, NYC 

Mailing address for 
information 

P.O. Box 2590 
Grand Central Station, 
New York, NY 10163

the season  although h is per­
sonal victory was held up due 
to an  e lectron ic  b ox m issin  
from  h is  M cL aren . It w a s  
r u le d  n in e  d a y s  la te r  th a t  
H äk k in en  w a s n o t a t fa u lt  
and he w as awarded h is ten  
points although the McClaren 
lost Its constructor points.

T h us, th is  m otor race h as  
b e c o m e  a h o r se  ra c e  w ith  
Schum acher still leading for 
th e  s e a so n  w ith  5 6  p o in ts , 
with Häkkinen and Coulthard 
Just b eh in d  w ith  5 4 . Barrl- 
chello  Is fourth with 46  and  
Salo  Is in  a tw o-w ay tie for 
ninth place with 6.

(T h is  w r iter  Is n ow  in  
Finland and heard a Formula 
One d iscu ssio n  betw een  two 
F in n s at R aisio . One didn't 
even consider it a sport while 
a n o th e r  s a r d o n ic a l ly  p r o ­
claim ed h is  "political Incor­
rectness" by saying It was h is  
fa v o r ite  sp o r t  a s  th e  g a s -  
belchlng vehicles were heavy  
air p o llu te rs , F orm ula  O ne 
w a s h e a v ily  s u b s id iz e d  by  
tobacco com p anies, and the  
drivers get no cardio/aerobic  
fitness benefits from their sit­
ting down wheelsm anshlp.)

Timo Aaltonen tough 
in shotput ring

Timo Aaltonen seem s in top

en co u ra g e  them  to  exp lore  
an d  p reserve th e ir  F in n ish  
heritage.

A shley K esanen, age 13, of 
Britt, took secon d  p lace by 
s in g in g  th e  F in n is h  t u n e s  
W ild  R o se  and T he V a g a b o n d  
W a ltz . Ashley collected $200  
for her o u ts ta n d in g  p erfor­
mance.

Sara, Ju lie  and A nne Hol- 
ker, ages 16, 14 and 12, sung  
R e d  R iver  V a lley  In English & 
F in n is h  an d  Y o u  A r e  M y  
S u n s h in e  to take the third  
p la c e  p r ize  o f  $ 1 0 0 .  The  
H olk er s i s t e r s  a re  from  
Swatara.

Festival Finlandia w as pre­
se n te d  b y  U P M -K ym m ene/ 
BLandin Paper and sponsored  
by M innesota Power, the Min­
n e so ta  S ta te  Lottery, KBJR  
N ew s 6, N orthw est A irlines, 
and Coca Cola Bottling Com­
pany of Virginia.

Ironworld Discovery Center

Consulate General 
of Finland

866  United Nations Plaza 
Suite 250

New York, NY 10017  
Tel: (212) 750-4400  
Fax: (212) 750-4418  

E-mail:
flnconny@lx. netcom . com
Please visit our web site at 
www.flnUndnyc.org for

Information on our services, 
Finnish events In the 

New York area and general 
Information about Finland.

condition to make the Finnish  
Olympic team In the shotput 
a s  h e w on th e ev en t u n d er  
slippery and rainy conditions 
at a m eet In Hämeenkyrö on  
July 22  with a best of 20 .20  
meters. He, Mika Halvarl and 
Tepa Reinikainen are top can ­
didates for the team since all 
three h ave cracked the 20m  
Olympic "A" qualifying s ta n ­
dard at least twice th is s e a ­
son.

Arsi Harju, who h a s  had a 
bad season, Is still considered  
a contender for the team, but 
finished third at Hämeenkyrö 
with 19.47 and Ville Tlisanoja 
w as second with 19.69.

Dan O'Brien 
out of Olympics

Decathlete star Dan O'Brien 
bowed out of the US Olympic 
tria ls at S acram ento, CA In 
July, due to a plantar fascia  
tea r  in  h is  foo t. T h is  m ay  
effectively end the decathlon  
c a r e e r  o f  form er O lym p ic  
ch a m p , th r e e -t im e  W orld  
Cham pion and former world 
record  h o ld er. O 'Brien, 34 , 
had a Finnish-American birth 
mother.

Hanno Möttölä 
first NBA Finn

H a n n o  M ö ttö lä , 2 3 . h a s  
m ade history as the first Finn 
signed up to play profession­
ally in the National Basketball 
Association as he agreed to a 
c o n tr a c t  w ith  th e  A tla n ta  
H aw k s. He h a s  a o n e-y ea r  
contract for the NBA's m ini­
m um  sca le  of $ 3 1 6 ,9 6 9 . He 
w as a Hawks' second  round  
draft choice.

He played la st year for the 
University of Utah, with a  top 
point resu lt of 32  In a gam e 
against Texas In 1999. He has  
been voted Finnish basketball 
p la y er  o f  th e  y ea r  b y  th e  
Finnish  Sportswriters' A sso ­
c ia tio n  In 1 9 9 7 , 1 9 9 8  an d
1999.
The biggest problem h e had  

a t U ta h  w a s th a t  n o b o d y  
cou ld  p ron oun ce h is  fam ily  
nam e: M öttölä. (Can you ?)  
N ob od y  c o u ld  b e lie v e  th e  
um lauts over all three vowels. 
So it took him  two years to 
have the nam e sp elled  right 
on  h is  u n iform  sh ir t . Now  
that he's with Atlanta, how do 
you pronounce Möttölä with a 
Southern accent?

New Yorkin 
Suomalainen 

Evankelisluterilainen 
SEURAKUNTA

at Park Avenue 
Methodist Church 

106 E. 86th St„ NYC 10028
Services in Finnish language 

Sundays 3 p.m.
For further information: 

212-838-2849 
718-892-2712 

Pastori Timo Mäkinen 
718-435-1152

Brother, sister take first place in  
Festival Finlandia youth talent show

http://www.flnUndnyc.org

