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CVtiW 
by Andrea Leonard 

When your congressman sends you one of those 
multiple choice questionnaires and asks you to return it to 
him so he'll know which, of all the important problems facing 
the nation you .feel need his attention, maybe you fill it out 
and return it. Or maybe you throw it ·in the wastebasket . 

1 
I must like answering questions because I always fill it 

out and send i! back along with a few cogent comments I hope 
he'll give some attention . • 

It's not that I think the man doesn 't already know what's 
important. I'm sure he does. But if he goes to the expense 
(his own expense, thank goodness!) and trouble to ask, the 
least I can do is respond. And it's a chance to let ·off steam. 

- He knows, just as we do, inflation is our biggest head­
ache. And he knows, just as we do, ·unemployment runs a 
dos~ .s,e~opd . . ~lso i ~e , knows, as we do, that solving the 
energy crisis c9mes in third. In the running, too, are protect-

t further despoilation of our 
Eliminating waste can preven . b that need doing, 

Th Id still be many JO s 
environment. ere wou h Id a better place. 
jobs that, once done, would make te; w;l;ons and gallons of 

We waste tons and tons of pa~ ' g_ ·t We throw away 
gas and oil, million of kilo~atts of elec:~c1 y~ood . and more 
metal. glass, plastics, fabrics, food, ru er, 

paper. • e and litter. per capita, 
We generate more trash, ga~ba;e history of the worlp, 

in this country than ever before in Id 's population com: 
and more than all of the rest of the wor 

bined. h aller ones do as 
We buy gas-guzzling cars w en sm l 

• d • them needless Y·· 
well . And we buy them. And we rive lass and reusable 
• We 're still dumping tons of recyclable g b . • 

W • burying and/ or urning 
metals in our disposal areas. e re . II be used 

h• h ould econom1ca Y tons of paper products w ic c · 

\ agai~aws not outmoded, still must be obeyed u~til changedd; 
, ' • t ansportat1on costs an there are laws in force that increase r . th 
' m~ke recycling all sorts of materials . more expensive an 

ing our environment from pollution and cutting waste in every transporting or using virgin materials. 

possible way. • v , Our congressman are influenced by powerful lobbyists 
_ We're all victims of inflation. If some solution isn't forth- l who wish to maintain these laws for their own advantage 

coming, we're in big trouble not too far down the road. The • rather than see them changed to effect the savings our count-

energy crisis is closely connected t~ inflation; as p~~er c?sts ry so desperately needs to make. Unless we, the cons~ituency, 
rise , dollars erode. Unemployment ts also related to infl_at1011 ; make ourselves heard, legislators respond to the v01ces they 
the disastrous effects of constantly rising costs are making us I do hear. · 

all poorer and poorer, but the unemployed really are pinched, -\ Aside from the element of waste. if we continue to bury 

Pollution and waste are inflation-related too . , and burn materials that .could· be reusep, we will eventually 
There's nothing simp~e about an~ of these problem_s._ destroy our w~ter supplies and further d_egrade ~h: qual_ity of 

They fouch each one of us since everything that ~appens , on a the air we breathe. Living without water and air 1s not only 
small scale or a large one, influences prices. uncomfortable and inconvenient; it's impossible. 

Whether the politicians ever wi(I su~ceed_ in lowering the The responsibility for controlling inflation, ·u~employ-
rate of unemployment and contro_lltng inflation depends on ment energy sh6rtages, and for protecting our environment 
their courage, their . determination, and their ~illingness to . and ~topping the needless heedless wast~ , lies wi_tti us as 

serve but one term in office. The methods that must be em~. individuals .·We're the ones who hold the real power to control 
ployed to accomplish it won't be popular. But they could pre- what happens . We vote, and we are Jistened ,to if ~e speak 

serve the nation. . up and tell our representatives what we want. 
Unemplo)'.ment is less a matter. of too few Jobs than of The next time you get a chance to answer such a ques-

getting the most work done for the least expense. Labor costs tionnaire, take the· time to do it. And if the chance isn't offer­

h_ave risen sharply; ~inimi.Im wage now ap~roaches J_3 an ed again soon, .pick up your pen and address an envelope to 
hour. Because no business can run for long without making a your congressman and send him a note giving your thoughts 
profit, employers hire only as many people as are absolutely on .. these matters . 

necessary to get a job done. If a corporation can buy or rent a . He •11 be glad you did: And. you ' II _ be glad you did: too. 
machine-to do the work at lower cost than a person, the per- • • 
son will be laid off. 

Someone else, somewhere else, will be hired to build, 
sell, install and service th_e machine. The person who got laid 
off is seldom skilled enough to fit in at that part of the cycle. 
Unless he can find a job similar to the one he lost, he stays. 
unemployed. Even. if he finds another job ... if a machine can 
replace hfin once, it can again. And again. , 

It takes energy to build complicated machinery to replace 
• p.eople. As energy costs go up, machinery costs tise, tpo . 
Eventually people may again become less • expensive than 
machines. Of course, if people would work for lower wage~ . 
they wouidn't"be replaced by machines in the first place. · 

• On the other hand, with- inflation eroding the purchasing 
power of the dollar, working for lower wages doesn't perm_it 
people to maintain present living standards. • 

These are the problems facing all of us today. No one can 
afford to be unaware of the difficulties we have as a nation . 
None of us can .blame any one thing, person or group' for the 
vicious cycle of inflation-unemployment-energy crisis. Sooner 
or later it affects each of us. . 

As individuals we haven't much influence, but we can do 
something about environmental pollution and wastef~lness. 
If enough of us take responsible action to preserve our en­
vironment and conserve energy, we could save ourselves, 
help retard the inflationary spiral, and a lot of people, now 

• unemployed, could go back to work. 
Maintaining the standard of living to which many of us 

have become accustomed is certainly desirable; it's not pos­
sible at all for the millions of unemployed. Wo,rking at any-

I 
thing, for a wage even smaller than one is worth, ~eats going 
hungry. . 

Eliminating waste in everything we do, everything we 
eat, wear, use, buy, drink, consume in any way, can help take 
up the slack between a lower income and one we'd like to 
ea . 


