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Did you participate in the effort to conserve gasoline this 
summer? Many Americans did; enough of us to. affect meas­
urably the statistics on the quantity of gasoline sold. There 's 
?een a deer.ease of around 8% compared with the same period 
m 1978. Let's hope it becomes a habit with us all. 

Considering the number of automobiles on the Cape this 
~ast s~ason , and assuming our:part of the country isn ' t ter­
ribly different from the rest"of the nation , the reduction is al­
most surprising. With the exception of the month of June 
when the gas shortage -was most acute , there was little -visible 
difference_ in the amount of traffic, there was the usual pauci- • 
ty of parking spaces· at the more popular shopping districts, 
and our recreation areas attracted the usual number of visi­
tors . 

• ' How, then, ~ould there have been an 8% drop in the 
quantity of fuel used? Wouldn't it be-helpful to know the reas-

. ons behind the savings? ., · . . 
How about you? Was sitt_ing in a line of cars waiting to fill 

your tank reason to use· less fuel? Were price increases a 
factor? Does the k'nowledge we're dependent on imports from 
foreign countries for a large share of our oil supply make you 
feel uneasy and less inclined to drive your car for pleasure? 
Are the social and political instabilities in the. Middle East 
enough of a threat that you feel the situation may have a per-
sonal effect on you as an individual? • 

Or are you respndindg to the patriotic call to lower your 
driving speeds, walk short distances instead of using your 
car, ride a bicycle when possible, join a car pool , do several 
errands on .one trip when you do drive, or any combination of 
the above? 

Certainly we saw, this summer, more bicylces and mo­
peds on the roads than ever before·. There were more people 
walking as well as more people jogging. Everywhere we go, 
we see the smaller cars replacing the gas guzzlers. · 

Roller skating is suddenly a popular sport across the 
country. Aside from the . safety factor in heavily trafficked 
_parts of town , roller skating_ is a fine idea! It's good exercise , 
fast, convenient, and offers ·a distinct adyantage over larger 
wheeled vehicles':_ you can· slip the sk9tes off and resume 
walking without worrying where to par( Your wheels store 
neatly in a small space or can 'be slung _over. your shoulder. 

And there were other ," some quite unu·sual modes of 
transportation seen hereabout. One ingenious experimenter 
with alternate energy h_ad -i:igged a wheeled chassis with mast 
and sail. I watched him sailing the vehicle in circles around 
the parking lot at Craigville ·one mo)"Tling before the tourists 
were flocking onto the beach, • 

It was also startling to \i"iew a man on short skis mounted 
on roller skat~s schussing along Main Street. • 

Doubtless there've been ·numerous other similar inven­
ti,ons; those are the ones I happened to ~ee. It's ·good to know 
poeple are thinking about ways to move themselves from one 
place to another w"ithout burning g~soljne _and that at least 
s9me people are enthusiastic eriough t_o try putting their ideas 



a s ow enry or got st!}rted. That's how Robert 
Fulton.developed the steam engin{ That's how we'll ev~n.tu~ 
ally work our way out of t·he. bind we've gotten into, allowi~g 
ourselves_ to be dependent .on foreig'n oil .- • , -' . ·. • , • 't 

, , It's a. tr~nd calling for. rejoici_ng and thanlcs_g1v,mg •. A . _ 
least people are realizil)g the federal,government IS~ t goi~g . 
to go out and save us . Maybe, it can't, but it'~ clel!r.1t won tk 
Perhaps? new day is dawning when people will begm to loo 
within themselves instead of fo Uncle Sam for all the ~ns_wers. 

One thing 's certain: with all the education provided and 
available to American youth, with all the latent talent we ~nd 
they know exists, and with .all the problems,awaiting solution, 

• there's plenty of opportunity for innovation, there's a ready 
market for workable products, and those people with ideas 
th'at succeed could reap so.me ·pretty_, fal}tl!stfc profi~ 

Still, I'm won·d'ering; ·what 's the· explan'i1.tfon for the de­
crease in gasoline consumption; the statistics speak for them-

• selves; fact is fact. But it" seems to 'me that knowing the reas­
. ons behind the facts is just as important as the fact .itself. 

All of us must answer for ourselves, of course, and the 
answers could be different for each of us. Long lines at gas 
pumps do nothing to encourage me to reduce the miles I 
drive; the lines are an inconvenience I can avoid by changing 
the time I go-in for a fill.-

Th~ price incre~se is· but one more in a long Jong list of 
price increases, no easier and no harder to adjust to than_ 
higher prices for_ bread, coffee or hamburger. A certain 
amount of fuel is a necessitY. if I'm to get to work and back; 
there ' s no alternative transportation. I must have gas, as I 
mu,st have food. 

Dependency on foreign oil makes me nervous. If there's 
sometl)ing I can do in concert with other Americans to reduce 
(and eventually eliminate) such· dependency, I'll do my part. 
I'll drive a small car. the smallest and lightest available that 
keeps me warm ancl dry in all weathers. I'll even pay more for 
it, initially, and realize the savings in operating costs over the 
years I own it. • 

When practical , I'll \:Valk or ride a bicycle; instead of run­
ning to Hyannis half-a-dozen times a week, I'll plan all my 
errands for a single trip. Some weeks I won't go there at all. 
There'll be days. and even entire weekends; when the car will 
not stir from the garage. 

The decrease ih g~soline consumption proves many of 
us, for whatever reasons, ,are feeling pressure to drive fewer 
miles and less often. Wheri there's no urgent need to go, we 
sit tight. 

As winter comes on, heating fuel prices will be much 
higher than last year; it's harder to conserve ·heating fuel than 
gasoline. For the same reasons people have reduced gasoline 
consumption: however, we'll reduce demand for heating 
fuels. _People are insulating older homes and beefing up the 
insulation in newer ones. 

People are 'buying storm sash for windows and doors · 
they're caulking to tighten up air leaks; they're installing win~ 
dow shades to be drawn at night to reduce heat loss; they're 
trimming tree branches on-·the south side of the house to Jet in 
the sun during daylight hours; they're installing solar hot' 
water heating systems to eliminate the second-largest fuel 
burner in the average home; they're setting up woodstoves to 
supplement conventional burners. . 

Will it make a difference? Of course it will. The price of a 
unit of gas or gallon of oil isn't going to come down, but the 
total dollars spent for heat will be reduced by using the heat 
most efficiently . • 

Is it possible to become independent_ of conventional 
heating fuels? Approximately 30,000 solar-heated buildi 

• d • ' I 'bl b ngs arc proving to ay rt snot on y poss, e ut practical. espec· 1_ 
ly i~ you 're starting a new house and planning to use the su~·s 
ava1lable energy. 

Is it worth it? Well_. which foreign nation do you want to 
depend upon for an umntcrruptcd supplv of oil? 


