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. •[tk . • . I because s~meone cam~ over in the Mayflower or fought the 

•• • L,.-1 i, W they are superior. to someone who more recen_tly landed .at (Vt a~JJ' cv·. f _J1-fff BritishintheWarof-lndependencehe was, and by extension, 

• , . • • ·by -~drea Leonard .E!li~l~:;~:;er 'ca~p you bel~ng-to, genealogy can be· fun and 

• . , • . can· make the .misty past_come alive ·again in_y~ur imagination _ _. _ 
• Whether you w~re born ~m Cape Cod or ha"'.en't yet been • •. We all know, ,ofcourse, ithe average life-span in those days 

here lo.ng_enough to call yourself a Cap~ Codd!,lr, i~ you'~e the . was a good deal _shor::tef than_ it is•_today. Women ·frequ!!n_tly 
-remotest idea one of your forebears. might have hved . m th_e died in child-birth· men were lost at sea. Y 01mg ,and old .ahke 
• United States two huµdred ~r more years ago.- you might w~nt -• became victin'i"s of diseases ·and ills·we seldom· hear about .ariy-

• to begin a study o(your family's history:- more; and if we do, they'~e seldom fatal. _· • 
. : .Recently there've been two . in•l?entive~ "to qelv~ int~- the . Diphtheria was a scou~ge·; scarlet ·fever :was ·a ;km_er; .few 
past · and find out who. and wh~re ·you c·~m·e from_._· O!!e, • .of survived appendicitis, pneumonia or smal! -pox; e'>'.e~ me_asl~s 
co·urs·e; is Haley's. ·book ''Roots",; the qther is 'the- .recent . •and whooping cou·gh took ,th!!lr'toll. And the're .wer~ some 1111-. 
Bice~tennial: - • :. • : •• • :· :. ,. .-- .• . : ment!i that ~ere lump~d µ,nder geqeral hea~ings like," i~flar,t• 

Most of us knew our fathers and .mothers··and many of .us ation:of the b~wel-'.' . ' · . • ·:, · . , -1 ' .: ,. 

rem~!'llber: our gr~ndpa~ents, o~ scinie of ~~emi :A few ,!>f u_s·. :. ;, . Th-e~e ,a,dd~d t~ fatal ·uirie.ss~s that ·still ;befall'us_., ·c_ouplea '.; 
may remember, orie • or more of our .greatcgran·a·p~rents. ·.Be- ' ~Ith 'a,ccidents and act's -cif.God,. $erved·to slci-.y the ,rat_e o(pop­

.~ond that, ifs,_ pr.~tty ha~y. • '," :· '. : ;· ·/, '.· ' ':.: • ,. ' _-:_: ·-.ulatioi:i .gro~.h. It -·al_s,o s~r~ed to .P,r-o_d,uce" ~any __ --~rie·~,pa,rent 
• If, • howeve·r, ·-your par7nts--or _ bet,te1'-::-yet / fOUr .gra~~- .,· familie·s and iricreased diances of. secon~. third, · or ·ev1.:n 

:.-pa;ents--are· still livii-.'g, you 'II fin9 they re~_eml:ier.pe_o_ple _Y0 iJ_ , · fciurth m·a~ri~gds: • . . ,: _-:·. , .:. ' • : · '. , • : · 
·· never . heard of; the~ . :will probab,~ b~ _,d71_ighted . wit~. ·th_e · -. · .. :, Families were ·usu-~lly' large· ones, ;but in qi"~riy nq· more. 

• .-opportunity to:. pass along· ·some of· their m'emones ,abqut· ?than .. half the.
0 

childrei:i · ,born .'s11r.vived to 'a,dulth'ood. ·.lt wasn't . 
• people, who were family elders when they were ~oung . •• • . p~rticul~riy·untisual for. a man-to ·have eight children by a-firsf· 

• Sometimes these storie~ lead t<?' a life-long searcl1_;·follow- wife' and . a"ft~i: • ·her .death, -f~ther another ; h·alf-do~en ·by : a . 
-)ngthechainsof.generations ·bac;kto .a ,time-wheri_.the _ea~·~ second. :; •,; • • ., • . ··: ;-, . 

·. j>opulatiqn w,as smaller. The c_hast! can:b~-.in~_riguing, fr~~.tr,a- .• '.· Th'e intricacie's ~'f family rela,tionships :wei:-e furtlJe'r ·co~~ : 
• tfo·g, ·confusing: · and ' in instances where ·-th~ -searc~~~ is re_- plicated 'by the•practice of na~ing a seco~a .child for an-older 
warded with the data.he seeks, it.~a.n become ~n .e,xc1tmg-tr_ea~. one who· had previ(!usly diea. _·-nms,. "in • searching old ·.v.ital 
:sure,.hunt •. . :- ·/,· · • •• • • • ., . . . , : •. • ,- : • ,statistics· we frequently find ,a soil Daniel, 'Borri in , '94, -fol-

. :: There .are, of ,course, dozens ·.'of ·organizations that exist towed .in '02 by a .second son ·.Daniel. Further research reveals 
·primarily to glorify 'the memory of gener:ations past : There are- -Daniel of '94 died befor~ lii~ younger brother was.:bor~ .. · 

• the• Daughter's .o{ the American J{evolution, the Sons of-the Such details may make ancestor-sear<;hing a confusing 
American Revolution , .-the Colonial Dames,. and there:s tne task, but for many. who Jauncli upon the sea of historical 
Mayflower Society. There are also -family_ groups, Hmited to research, these particu_lars.add in.terest ·to the voyage and zest 
descendants ·of an early settler. • : • to a successful arrival in port. 

•• Whether o·r not you find_ your_ line goes o~ck t? one of the • Digging ouUhe facts can make our natio_n 's early history a 
ad-.;enturous _wanderers who·tan_ded at Plym_outh m 1620, you personal experience. ·It's one thing to know families were . 
may .be astonished to · discove~ -just who your gr~ndfather • . 'often divided at 'the time of the American Revolution with one 
.five times -removed, was and what he did. · brother taking the s1de of the Patriots -while.the either _clu_ng 

• On the oth~r-tiand, it may come ·as a ._Jess than pleasant -firmly to the Loyalists .- a Tory, and perhaps being forced to re­
·shock-to ·find that there's a skeleton in the family closet. One . move to Nova Scotia along with 'wife, children, ;ind household 
• poor· lady •: discover~d an anc_estor had · di(,d in the ·electric pets and effects. · . • . · · . · • 

• ·chai_r, •a murderer. The historian who unearthed this n·ot-so-, • . It's another thing entirely to find tharvery th_irtg ·happened 
• pardonable secret .in the lady's fam_ily background was -kind -to your very _own ancestor , It ·gives -a person pause, ~aises.the 
enouth to disguise tlie incident, describing it more or less as • questions '_'What ·would I have done? .Which s_ide would I 

follows: • • . • • . have been on? Would I have dared to support those Kenneth 
''At the time he died he was connected ,with an institutio.1 Roberts called ''Rabble in' Arms?'.' Or· wi;iuld I have dared 

conducting electro~ic_ work.!' .. ··, . • • _ • defy th.em and re',llain loyal to th~ Crown?" . :-. 
_B_ecomin~ ·a member: of. a society_ s_uch ,as th{, ·DAR or !he . • We all have roots, whether here or in the "old country". 

S~R i:na~_ be right u_~ you.r alle~ or ,t. may __ be the _last thmg .• And our roots are meaningful cinc;e -we trace_th~m _back before . 
you'd e~)oy: Pe~p.le differ m the1r_prefe_re~c~s, ~nd if ~II tho_se_ World Warr. the Spairiish American War, the· Civ_p War'; the ·. 
eligible were to JO!n chapters of these ?rgan1zat1ons, member- War of 1812, }?ack beyond the Revoi~tion _ to tl"ie .first young 
ship would be rf:_markably common~la~e. •. • , . . , men and women to raise families on these shores. · • 

In the opinion of some, such otgamzations· primarily ~ro- Living as~~ do upon .the self--same land wher~ some of the 
vide ego,trips for their members who somehow beheve earliest Europeans to come to the New :World-,.. ~e•ve an 

advant~ge o~er o~r cousins w,hose ·forefathers-were· ainong 
the frontiersmen who pushed westward across the Appala­
chain., Mountains, beyond to the Great ·Pia.ins, arid _eyen over 

• the deserts and mountains to the Pacific. 
As you learn about your . famiiy, those · who came_ ·before 

' you, you may find strengths in thein as w.eU as weaknesse_s; 
you may fin~ _personal!ties that are, by-a_miracl: of biolog~, 

• repeated in yoursetf-,or in yo_ur.chil~ who ·1s, by virtue -~f ~cc1-
dental inhe.ritance, showing those self-same _character1st1cs•-
ones you·•ve found ·h;ud to understand. per:haps. : .• 

There could .be other surpi:ises, too; since the number_ of 
appropriate mates :was greatly limited in early years of this 

. country'.s settlement, relationships often became _complica!ed 
you could be related to the same ·person in more ways than 
one. Stranger things have happened. · • 

•. To those who· may be ·comparative newcomers to· these . 
parts, your roots may lie in .f:urop~. in Africa, in the Middle 

·East, in Asia-•but .wherever your .search may lead should you 
undertake to mak~•it, it cannot fail to be rewardin_g and may 
be amazingly ·revealing. _ 


