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With all ·the talk about wa cer, its quality, 

availability, pollution, and whether the weat­
her man will or will not send us some from 
the skies, it's hardly strange there's renew­
ed interest in dowsing. 
• According to the dictionary, to dowse is "to 

use· a 'divining rod' as in search for water 
or ore; to seek ~omething with metic~lous 
care, especially with the aid of a mechanical 
device." 

For centuries the principle of finding wat­
er, or other substances buried beneath the su­
rface of the earth, by dowsing has been pract­
ised. Some , swear by it; others swear it's a • 
fra·ud. 

Only a few months ago 1 first heard of the 
American Society of . Dowsers, · Inc., and the 
more I hear about •it the more fascinated I 
become. 

The Society he~dquarters at Danville, Ver­
mont; near enough to visit over a weekend, 
far enough to make it worth a trip, in an area 
of New England which attracts many Cape Codd­
ers "just for the ride". 
, The Society boasts over two thousand members 
from all parts of the world. There are members 
hailing from Europe, South America, and the 

· Far East. 
What's more, there are other dowsing societ­

ies. There's one in England, the British Soc­
Jety of Dowsers, _and one in New Zealand, the 
Radiesthesia of Radionics, Inc,, in Auckland. 
There are dowsers who are Vietnamese, dowsers 
who are French. 'Some are German, some are Rus­
sian. 

In this country local chapters are scattered 
from Maine and Florida to California. 

People in the Soviet Union, in India, in 
Hong Kong, and in Africa a;e involved with 
dowsing. 

What are ·all these people searching for? 
Some look for water, but many seek other thin­
gs as well. ·In Russia an archaelogist reports 
using dowsing techniques to locate caverns, 
subterranean passages and chambers, heating 
ducts, vaults, mass graves, ' former ditches and 
holes, wood~n remnants of walls, foundations 
and palisades; remnants of .store or brick · 
walls, pillars and foundations, and architec­
·ts ',dowse to locate drainage systems or sub-
terranean streams which might threaten a stru-

cture about to be built. 
,According to a Candidate .of Te¢hnical Scien­

·ces at Moscow, the location of · certain objects 
of considerable dimension may '\>e. ·?etermined . 
from inside an automobile travelihg over. lev­
el ground at a speed of ten to thi~ty, kilomet-
ers per hour, •• 

He does admit, however, ·that a detailed stu­
dy of such abnormalities ~ust be made o~.foot, 
and says it's essential t·~e dowser cleli;_ly un­
derstand the physical nature of the abnormal­
ity he is looking for, and that he concenttat~ 
totally on the search and not be distracted 
by his surroundin s. 



Stugying the phenomena of dowsing, this Rus-
_si-an be1ieves such things as cold windy weath­
er, feeling physically exhausted or -in a bad 
mood, the need ·to reply to questions o·f casual 
observers, or -dangerous obstacles in his path, 
can all have negative effects on his efforts. 

In addition to finding objects buried benea­
th the ground, there are dowsers who locate 
things above the earth's surface, or on it, 
with the aid of a map and a pendulum. Map­
dowsing, it's admitted, is a psychic phenomen­
on presently beyond human comprehension. 

In the current Quarterly Digest of the Amer­
ican Society of Dowsers, a man describes his 
experience in map~dowsing in East Africa. He 
reports tracing a ' fellow-officer into a moun­
tainous area, after ·that person had left on a 
three-week safari. 

"I had," he writes~ "a good idea of the gen­
eral route he would take, but his camping 
grounds could be one of many. 

_"My first attempt to trace him seemed to be 
a .complete. failure. I C~>Uld get no ' rea~tion 
whatev~r over the map, · but I"wasn' t disappoint­
ed for I was very skept_ical of m~p..:dowsing at 
this .time, and it· seemed to prove my· point 
that the whole thing was a lot of ·nonsense. 

,·,I tried again, however, and this time I no­
ticed the pendulum oscillated ia a direction 
which, when followed, . took me right off the 
map. I procured an adjoining map, and at a 
point over the to~ of . Mbeya· the pendulum 
gyrated vigorously." 

Of course that's where his fellow-officer 
was, at the very moment· he was dowsing for him. 

In another article a description is given of 
a Vietnamese Naval Officer who used map-dows­
ing to locate missing persons in South Viet­
nam, and who also was able to loca.te ,' and fol­
low as it drifted, a disabled patrol craft 
escort lost at sea. 

Within ·24 ·hours an ai r search found the sur­
~ivors of' the stricken craft exactly where he 
had pinpointed them by .following the precise 
course he had laid out through map-dowsing. , 

• ' I Furthermore, the rescued crew reported tHat 
1:wo" ·of them had floated away on a wooden 
raft, and after dowsing for it, a plane .s{gfut­
·ed the target raft where the dowser directed .­
them to look . . The two badly-wounded seamen, 
however, wer~ no longer aboard the raf.t. 

Wha_t' s all this to _you? _ Maybe there's more 
to this dowsing busines.s than you -- or I. 
ever dreamed possible~ It might be fun to find 
out more about it; it's almost gu~ranteed peo­
ple so deeply and sincerely convinced that 
dowsing "works" would be both mighty interest­
ing to meet and actively engaged in· a fascina-
ting study. • 

Wouldn't ·it be fun to talk with some of 
them? You can! 

There's to be a convention of the American 
Society of Dowsers in Danville, Vermont on 
September 21st and 22nd. 

If you're intrigued by the subject and woul 



like to know more · about it, here's your oppor~ 
tun1 ty. • 

Danville is located about seven miles west 
of S~. Johnsbury on U.S. Route 2. It's a four­
to-five hour drive from Cape Cod, and not 
far from Montpelier. 

That's an ideal weekend's jaunt, now that 
summer's over and you really need to get away 
for a couple of days' relaxation. 

It's possible you'll discover something ab­
out yourself you never knew before .•. maybe 
you're endowed with the talent and don't even 
know it! 

There are to be panel discussions on Satur-
day ev·ening at y,hich questions on all aspects 
>f dowsing will be welcome. There'll also be 
organized dowsing instruction and demonstra­
tions on the Village Green on Sunday, and · 
films about dowsing will be shown. 

Wiil you be there ~o hear the speakers, ask 
,some questions, see the movies and watch the 
dpwsers do their thing? Will you, perhaps, try 
it yourself? ,, , 
, •4 did, And I believe it works. Just don ! t 
as~ ;me to explain it because I can't. 


