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• '17,r 67 · 'I:\ {r:;LW the paper was .~liminatecf by automa_tion, Ken gav~ a lot o 
-~ • • • . age son had vacatione'don the Cape for years; ·when his job ~ 

. d.Ji l..!::'.'.~r l0~~ ~ :~?:e~~ts to thei_r future. He. decided to bec~m~ • a chiinney 

Are all bets off for a mild winter in 1979-80? Is the new 
Old Farmer's Almanac wrong:as-wrong .~an be, ·this time? 
'Just because a freak snowstorm hit most of the Midd_le At­
lantic and New England states, October ]0th, and broke all 
existing recor.ds for the· year's· earliest snowfall, doesn't nec-
essarily prove we ' re ·doomed 'to a long cold \Vint er: .• 
• .. •• It doesn't IJecessarily mean we're not , either. When win­
ter .arrives even before Ind.ian S~miner, fr 11).:ikes· everybody 
apprehensive: This October has. b_een a queer mon~h !,,Wl';?~~­
erwise, and there's no arguing about it. • • . 

Around the ·· ca12e _soirte .'timers b_ase:·the_ir pre1ictt~n.s 
on what happens· after a storin . rather '. than • deJJe'ndirig :,on 
\Vhen t~e first snows fall. They 'tell us if.the f ind com·es fr'o~ 
the northwest as.the storm clears, a severe \ vinter's irt store; 
but if the wind stands from southwest, we can' look for,a 'mil'd­
~r_seaso11: . : • • '. . •. : '.·\ •. ~ ·:_· • • ··,:--:. ·,. .'-' . ••• ' • • .. .' .:: 
• • Those who keep diaries a1rd record weather patter_ri,s ~\lh 

look back over the past several years ·and check this' theo'ry. 
You might start a w~ather .diary for. your ·own future refer­
ence. Along with temperatures, wjnd di'rections and precipi­
tation figures, you may maRe,n'ote-of wh.eri' the leaves turn on 
the big maple.at.the corner: when;geese fly south, the number 
11nq variety of bir:d~. at Y,OUr feeder, _an,d th<:! dp.te ?f tpe_ first 
killing frost. • • • • • • , . _ • 

Later in the year, you could ~easure the. depth of 1>now­
falls, both on the level and ii) the highest drift on yo.ur 4rive7 
way. If you're an amateur photographer, you might add I_>ic­
ture proofto your diary. . . • • . . . 

. And, as sp_ring follows. winter Gust. as inevitably as winter 
will follow -fall), -record the date red-.wing ,blackbirds first 
ri;appeai; .. They're .. a true harbinger of spring. , . 

. If yo_u 're planning to winter-over ori the Cape, howe.ver, 
you're not t~inking that far ahead. Y~>Ur concern n.ow is the 
next four or five months. Many of us , in an attempt . to cope 
..yith '. 'rising fuel, Josts, have installed W!)Odburning. st9.ves: 
tl_iere are few things more reassuring than .a ~toye.1:eady to 
light ari.d a shedful of hardwood. .. • '. • ·_. . 
':- • ·fr you're ~11,1ong those lu,cky Ol)es; ~e cet1a.\p yo_~: r~} r\1_1f 
rea.Qy_.'lf y,ciu '.ve haq a stov~ _!or a ·~~as~n yr'.tv:-o, be ;sur~ yo_u.r, 
i;IHmney is iri' goq~ ~hap!! qefore ypu .~i;ttle ~ac~ to:~nJ?Y; · l}~-

war~~~~u_g~··th~·;~ •. s -~j~hlto ~~,;~~_\1/cifi~~r_ni,n_i ~f o~~ ;i.: ~t' 
can bec91c11e. a _nig~t__1:,1_are .. The_ ~1!1.~11 _mco1_1v_~n.1.en.ce~ _r;?_f !_~!lq..: . 
ing th.e fire, keeping the·woodbin full, cleaning out ashes, and 
sweeping up inevitable litter pale into insignificance w~en 
compared to the dis'aster"of a cliimney fire ;.".-:: : • . --

Chimney firt!s · i'~~hlt 'frolt\:·cre~s?te de~'osits, arid ere~- .'. 
.sote irt the chimney results from burnmg wood. Some deposit : 
is inevitable,' although .. it can be kept fo a fuinini'um·by ,burn: " 
ing hot fires of hard_ woods like oak instead of smudges .~.\th .. 
soft woods like pine : Creosote is combustible and once it 
starts burning inside your chimney,. it can be both friJ:lhte_ni~~­
and dangerous. • • . : • _:: ~- •• : . .. '• · 

Should you ever be so unfortunate as .to have a chim_iley 
fire, you'll hear it. There'll be a loud roaring nois~ as tpe _fire 
burns. What's happening inside the chimney? Tiny particles 
of creosote explode . Billions of them. The heat can be intense 
enough to destroy the mortar. As _the stuff burns, flames and ' 
fiery particles will fly from the top of chimney, .carried up .by 
the rising draft. Your roof could be next to go. . . 

Step.one: When you install a .woodburning stove, have 1t 
inspected and approved. by your fire department. Step Two: 
Make certain your chimney is clean. Step Three: Burn hard 
woods with enough draft to assure combustion. . 

Should you ever even suspect your chimney's afire, call 
the fire department before you do anything else. After that, 
you can use the fire extinguisher. It might help keep things 
under control until the firemen arrive. 

Assuming you've burned wood for a couple of seasons, 
assuming you suspect your_ chimney could use a good clean­
ing, and assuming you do!) 't feel inclined to ·climb up on <the · 
roof and do the job yourself, who do you call to eliminate soot 
and creosote? Why, the chimneysweep, of course. 

Ken Hakala came to my house. He arrived in his red 
truck, dressed in his black top hat and tails-. Around his neck 
he wore a scarlet muffler and on his face, a broad smile. 
When he ·left an hour~and-a-half later, our chimney was soot­
less and free of creosote, the mess was entirely cleaned up. 
We'll start this winter's fires with easy minds. 

Ken moved to the Cape from New Jersey where he work­
ed sixteen years for a newspaper. He and his wife and teen-

There wer_e.n't any schools where he could learn th 
tr~de,· but Ken heard of a man near Buffalo, N.Y., who' 
teach -its fine points to newcomers to t)le field. Although i 
was February, and New .Jersey winters aren't exactly tropical 
Ken decided to· apprentice himself for a week:s training. 

It was· around ·J 6°F. when he left home. Buffalo's tern 
peratu-;e was 20° . below zero . The warmest day he spen 
there,· the thermometer rose ·to 3° above. Ten hours a day fo 
the n_ext week, he spent scrubbing chil!ll}eys. 

"Cold? I've never been so cold in my life; but I learne1 
by, e;xperience ins.tead of. from , a manual. Then .I -invested L 
my outfit, and moved 'the family ·to Centerville. I'm keepini 
busy, especially in winter: in summer, people don't worr~ 
about their chimneys , " he said. 

Before he drove away, he left some literature that' 
well worth sha~ing. It advise·s those who ourn wci6d, ·either in 
a stove o·r a fireplace , that it's time ' to 'have· your chirnne) 
cleaned jf it has a 'blatk coating 'inside_. e,specially if th_e Jin 
ing appears "fuzzy" or "lumpy" . ' ' 

It warns that inspecting a chimney can be hazard_ous. _Ey~ 
injury can be avoided by wearing goggles an'd''!]'sfog a mirrot 
and flashlight when ch_ecking for creosp_tf .d~~d~its,; Aril)U!11 
inspection and cleaning is .re~o111m1,mded,. . ,. , ., . · .. 

Smokey furnaces ,signal ~r_oilble ; prope/. adju,st,ment.~ by 
burner servicemen can save fuel. Burning wastepaper in .fire­
pl;ces creates fly-ash, a da~gerous ·combustible that may ac-
cumulate inside .your chimney. . 

Birds, squirrels and raccoons sometimes build ne.sts in 
chimneys. _If "someQody" is living in ·your smoke chamber, 
it's a good idea to call a chimneysweep. An angry frightened 
raccoon is distinctly impolite. 

Always use a firescreen or glass doors when there's a 
fir.e in .the fireplace . Sparks ·could ignite your rugs or furni­
ture. Never remove hot or warm coals from.a fire: always use 
a fireproofed container and scoop; always dump· ashes, even 
cold ones, into a hole in the ground qr · a metal ash can . 

Burn well-seasoned hardwood that's been cut and dried 
for several months before being use·d. Open dampers create 
better drafts and keep flues rot enough to 're.duce i:reOS(?te 
deposits to a minimum . ' • • • 

Hard winter or mild, firepl_ace or stove,, h?rd wood or 
soft, winter, spring or fall, if your chimney needs cleaning, 
call a chimneysweep. He'll gladly come in summer, too. A 
chimney fire is a hard way to le?rn a, safety lesson .. 


