
While the blustery winds of January batter at doors, and 
the co.me-again_ stoq~s.of_February pile snow higher along th e 
roadside, ~eepmg alive httle pieces of summer helps every­
one make 1t through ' ti! spring. 

That' s why pots of geraniums bloom on kitchen window­
~ills. It's the reason African violets enjoy unflagging popular­
ity•. It explai~s why late winter finds New Englanders pruning 
~heir fo:sythta bushes. Those lifeless-looking stems will burst 
mto bright yellow sprays soon after being brought into a 
warm house. 

Some wintertime gardeners become so enthusi~stic 
about houseplants they find themselves growing shelves of 
them under florescent lamps in their basements. African vio­
lets respond particularly well to artificial light, and the colors 
and forms developed over the years give violet lovei:s a prac­
tically endless variety. Every shade of purple, blue, pink, and 
white is found, and their leaves vary from deepest to palest 
greens with some plain, some ruffled, some touched with col­
or white . 

Even mo~e dedicated groups of plant-growers have add­
ed greenhouses to their homes; in these garden rooms, it's 
summer all year 'round. This isnt't a new development. 
Roman emperors with a taste for fresh oranges w~re among 
earlier builders of greenhouses; the practice spread through­
out Europe and continued into the present century. 

In this country, greenhouse~ have been-used primarily by 
commercial growers, but recent recognition that when attach­
ed to homes greenhouses can save fuel has created new inter­
est among energy-consc\ous homeowners who are also plant-
lovers. • 

Properly constructed, a greenhouse forms a "heat sink" 
that abso'rbs warmth from the sun during t_he day and releases • 
it at night a~ adjoining areas of the house cool down. While a 
greenhouse is no substitute for a heating system, it can work 
well as a supplemental heat source,. 

To encourage Americans to take all possible steps to con­
.serve fuel, the government offers tax credits to those who add 
greenhouses to their houses. Although the initial investment 
is not inconsider!1ble, the tax credits provide a real incentive 
to go ahead with greenhouse plans, particularly for those con­
templating such a move as much for the pleasure as for .the , 
profit. , • 

M,any tropical plants survive as houseplants during Cape 
Cod winters, but because most homes lack the humid atmos­
phere tropicals need to do their best, they do not truly thrive. 
_In a greenhouse, however, they respond beautifully to even 
temperatures, high humidity, and light conditions to which 
they are best suited. 

Such plants as camellias, gardenias, hibiscus, and even 
rare orchids will reward you with handsome blossoms and 
vigorous growth in a greenhouse. · Duplicating a tropical en­
vironment without a greenhouse is too difficult for most 
house-plant lovers, so they settle for Swedish ivy, philoden­
dron, and an occasional pot of cyclamen to brighten a holiday -
season. • 

Amo~g plants that gro"". outdoors in the tropics and that 
make interesting specimens raised in home greenhouses is 
the Natal Plum or the C~ssa ~~?ra· This evergreen 
shrub can be pruned heavily to mamtam its shape; it may be 

• trained as a hedge, espaliere~, used as ground cover, or 
grown as a single plant. Its spmy stems are thickly covered 
with shiny dark-green foliage, and it bears snow-white star­
shaped flov,:ers. As its common name implies, the fruit is a 
dark pink (inedible) plum . 

. Hibiscus comes in several forms; some are perenni~I 
some deciduous, some evergr~en. U. huegellt,,an evergree~ 
compact shrub, requires only occasional pinching to keep it 
in shape. H. rosaslnensls originates in China and produces 
showy flowers on new wood; old stems should be pruned out 
regularly. A particularly pretty me?1ber of t~e hibiscus family · 
has variegated leaves of green, white, and pmk, and a pink or 
salmon-colored blossom three inches in diameter. 

Gardenias are specimen plants that. add fragrance to the 
greenhouse. They resp~nd we!~ to prunmg and shaping and 
can easily be kept to optimum s_ize. Best flowering results are 
obtained with plants held to 30 mches. Flo~er clusters should 

be removed as they fade. rns 
Camellias, favorites for their showy scentless blosso : 

- 1• • ·g A earn 
lend themselves to bonsai , dwarfing and espa 1erin •. ty 
ellia should be trained when very young and co~ttnUO~~c­
controlled and shaped throughout its life . To keep it prof 'ts 
ing blooms season after season, prune off a quarter O 1 

outer ·roots every six months. • ·rk • 
. If a trouble-free fl owering vine is exactly whaf you'd 1 e 

• • h't choose 
growing in one corner of your greenhouse, you mtg 
the Allamanda catbartica . Its flowers are bright yellow trum­
pets, up to three inches long and nearly as wide. Un like rnanY 
vines, All amanda has no thorns nor ivy-like footholds; plan 
some sort of trell is to help support its long graceful shoots. 

· A shrub often chosen to provide constant color is ,the .Cro­
ton; it will grow to eight feet if permitted to ach!eve_ fu_ff 
height , but qm be trimmed or pinched to keep 1t withm 
bounds. Croton leaves are brightly colored and range from 
dark green with brill iant red veins to shades of yeloow-and 

orange with deep green veins. Some bear fo liage with wavy 
edges , some smooth .' Some have leaves that twist and curl 
like egg noodles. Some bear long and narrow leaves; _others 
short and broad with deep lobes. No tropical greenhouse gar­
den is really complete without a few croton plants . 

Most plants mentioned here will grow · ii:i any well­
drained neutral garden soil. Gardenia, camellia, and most 
orchids prefer slightly acid soils . 

Should you happen to be among those foresighted house­
holders on Cape Cod who reaHze that the current oil glut is a 
temporary reprieve from a world-wide shortage, and should 
you be thinking about taking advantage of the energy tax 
credits available on your 1982 tax return , this year may be the 

· best possible time to invest in your own· home greenhouse. 
You 'll want it placed to take advantage of the sun 's 

warming rays. It should have a heat-absorbing floor and foun­
dation to provide your home with the energy-sa~ings that can 
help pay for the pleasure of your greenhouse. It will need a 
sturdy framework, good insulation, and a plan that permits 
movement 'of air between it and your house. Plan, too ,- for 
outside ventilation during summer months. ·You'll need a 
water supply, good drainage, and · a heat source in case of 

. prolonged periods of cloudy cold days. 
A home greenhouse is not inexpensive nor is it an addi­

tion that, once installed, takes care of itself. Keeping plants 
healthy can be very time-consuming. For .garden-lovers, 
though, a greenhouse brings a summer atmosphere to these 
long winter months. 

If having your own greenhouse is something you've 
always dreamed about, perhaps this is the year to make that 
particular dream a reality. ' 


