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Harri Holkeri valittiin 
yksimielisesti YK:n 55. 

yleiskokouksen puheenjohtajaksi
YK:n 55. yleiskokouksen avauspuheessaan valtioneu­

vos Harri Holkeri korosti yleiskokouksen vastuuta uu­
den vuosituhannen alkaessa. Hän peräänkuulutti te ­
hokkaampaa, vahvempaa ja  avoimempaa YK:ta, joka 
voisi vastata tämän hetken ongelmiin. Holkeri painotti, 
että viim e viikon keskiviikkona alkaneen kolm ipäi­
väisen huippukokouksen tulosten, samoin kuin rauhan­
turvaa koskevien uudistusehdotusten toimeenpanoon on 
ryhdyttävä viipymättä.

Holkerin mukaan näiden mittavien tehtävien toimeen­
pano edellyttää, että YK uudistuu. Tämä vaatii myös 
läheisempää yhteistyötä kansalaisyhteiskunnan, yksi­
tyissektorin ja  muiden toimijoiden kanssa. Puheessa to­
dettiin informaatio- ja kommunikaatioteknologian avaa- 
van uusia m ahdollisuuksia m onilla kehityksen osa- 
alueilla.

Puheessa korostettiin yleiskokouksen puheenjohtajan 
roolia niin konsensuksen kuin työskentelykurin y l­
läpitäjänä, jo tta saadaan aikaan tuloksia ja  pysytään 
aikataulussa.

Benecol sai markkinointiluvan
Yhdysvaltojen elintarvikeviranomaiset ovat antaneet 

luvan markkinoida suomalaista Benecol-levitettä sydän­
tauteja ehkäisevänä tuotteena. Myös Take Control - 
merkkiselle kolesterolia alentavalle levitteelle on myön­
netty samanlainen lupa. Levitteitä myyvät yhtiöt John- 
son& Johnson ja  U nilever anoivat lupaa voidakseen 
m arkkinoida tuotteitaan Y hdysvalloissa. M olem m at 
levitteet sisältävät veren haitallista kolesterolia alentavia 
aineita. (STT)

Anniversary time
As we are getting ready for RAIVAAJA's 95th anniversary celebration on October 

1st it is timely to reflect on a special occasion twenty years ago. Above, displaying 
plates used in printing the RAIVAAJA 75th anniversary issue in 1980 are, left, the 
late Gordon Bell, then president of The Gardner News, and Raivaaja's then editor 
and business manager, the late Sävele Syrjälä. The Gardner News printed 
RAIVAAJA at that time.

Halonen johti YK:n Millennium-kokousta
Suomen tasavallan presidentti Tarja 

Halonen johti puhetta YK:n kolmipäi­
v ä ise ssä  hu ip p u k o k o u k sessa  New 
Yorkissa yhdessä Namibian president­
ti Sam Nujoman kanssa. Halonen sai 
myös kunnian ensimmäisenä kumar­
tua mikrofonin ylle ja julistaa kokouk­
sen avatuksi.

"Meidän on selkeytettävä YK:n roo­
lia m aailm assa ja  m uutettava sitä, 
jotta se olisi aikansa tasalla oleva jär­
jestö", Halonen kehotti avaussanois­
saan.

Suom en varsinaisessa puheenvuo­
rossa Halonen sanoi, että kansalaisjär­
jestö jen  lisäksi myös parlam entit ja 
liike-elämä on saatava mukaan YK:n 
toimintaan.

"N iiden edustajia  vo ita isiin  ottaa 
virallisiin Y K -valtuuskuntiin, kuten 
Suomi tekee", Halonen sanoi. Hän ko­

rosti sekä siviilikriisinhallinnan että 
YK:n perinteisen rauhanturvaamisen 
tä rkey ttä  ja  m uistu tti, että parasta 
pitkän aikavälin kriisien ehkäisyä on 
työ ihmiskeskeisen, kestävän kehityk­
sen hyväksi.

H alonen to ivoi puheessaan YK:n 
rauhanturvatoim innan uudistam ista 
koskevan tuoreen selvityksen, niin 
kutsu tun  B rahim in raportin  suosi­
tusten p ikaista käsittelyä. Raportti 
kehottaa rauhanturvaajia muun muas­
sa tekemään entistä selkeämmin eron 
hyökkääjän ja  uhrien välillä ja toimi­
maan siviileihin kohdistuvan väkival­
lan estämiseksi.

KUVA: Suomen presidentti Tarja Ha­
lonen hauskutti Millenium-kokoukses- 
sa Ranskan presidentti Jacques Chira- 
dia (vas) ja  Saksan liittokansleri Ger­
hard Schöderiä.
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Suom en uutisia Suomen uutisia
Vihreiden kannatus 
selvässä nousussa

Vihreän Uiton puoluekannatus on noussut. Tuoreen mle- 
Upldetiedustelun m ukaan vihreitä kannatti elokuussa 12,1 
prosenttia haastatcUulsta, kun  tavaUlscsti vihreiden kan­
natu s  on ohut noin 10 prosenttia.

Myös keskusta  Ja sosiaalidem okraatit ovat kohottaneet 
puoluekannatustaan. Kyselyn m ukaan keskustaa kannatti 
elokuussa 23,2 prosenttia Ja SDP:tä noin 24,1 prosenttia 
haastateUulsta. K esäkuussa keskustan kannatus oU 22,1 
prosenttia Ja SDP:n 23,9 prosenttia.

Kokoomuksen kannatus on tutkim uksen m ukaan laskus­
sa. Kokoomusta kannatti elokuussa 19,3 prosenttia kyse­
lyyn vastanneista. K esäkuussa kokoomuksen kannatus oli 
21,1 prosenttia.

Vasemmistoliiton kanna tus on pysynyt ennallaan. Noin 
yhdeksän prosenttia haastatelluista Ilmoitti kannattavansa 
vasemmistoliittoa. Taloustutkim us teki kyselyn Ylen Ra­
diouutisille. (STT)

F in n a ir  k i i s t ä ä  p u h e e t  
l i i t t o u t u m is s o p im u k s e n  h a jo a m is e s ta
Finnair vakuuttaa olevansa täysin luottavainen yhteistyö­

sopim ukseensa O new orld-lllttoutum an k an ssa . Jo h ta ja  
Henrik Arle kiistää, että yhtiön kansainväliset lllttoutumls- 
sopimukset olisivat vaarassa ku ten  Julkisuudessa on esi­
tetty.

Turun Sanomissa  arvioitiin äskettäin , e ttä  hollantilaisen 
lentoyhtiön KLM:n myynti British Alnvaysllle BA:lle uhkaa 
hajottaa Oneworld-lllttoutuman, Jossa Finnair on m ukana. 
Hajoaminen Johtuisi siltä, e ttä  KLM-kaupan myötä One- 
worldiln tulisi kaksi keskenään kilpailevaa am erikkalaista 
lentoyhtiötä, Northwest Airlines Ja American Airlines.

Brittiläisen BA:n ja  hollantilaisen KLM:n fuusio on ollut 
vireillä keväästä asti. Hankkeelle on povattu lukuisia es­
teitä, m utta vielä elokuussa yhtiöt vakuuttivat löytäneensä 
mallin, Jolla fuusio saa ta is iin  k an n a ttam aan . KLM:n ja  
BA:n fuusiolla Arle el halua spekuloida. (STT)

S u om elle  h u o m io ta  m iin a k o k o u k sessa
Suomi Joutui huom ion kohteeksi O ttaw an henkilö- eli 

Jalkaväkimiinat kieltävän sopim uksen tarkastelukokouk­
sessa Genevessä. Nobelin rauhanpalkinnolla palkittu mii­
nojen vastustaja Jody Wiliams vaati m ulta m alta Ja k an ­
salaisjärjestöjä painostam aan entistä  voimakkaammin m al­
ta, Jotka eivät ole vielä sitoutuneet luopum aan henkilö- eli 
Jalkaväkimiinoista. Suomi on ainoa EU-maa, Joka el ole liit­
tynyt Ottawan sopimukseen. (STT)
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UK K -palkinto  
J u h a n i S u om elle

Presiden tti Urho Kekkosen 
7 0 -v u o tls ju h lasää tiö n  UKK- 
p a lk in to  on  tä n ä  v u o n n a  
m yönnetty professori Ju h a n i 
Suom elle. P res id en tti T arja 
H alonen luovu tti p a lk innon  
m aanantaina Mäntyniemessä.

P alk in to  m yönnettiin  S u o ­
m en  r u n s a a t  kolm e v u o s i­
kym m entä k estäneen  laa jan  
Ja ansiokkaan kirjallisen tuo­
tannon perusteella. Erityisenä 
a n s io n a  oli k a h d e k sa n o sa i­
nen Kekkosen eläm äkerta sa r­
ja. Palkinnon suu ru u s on tä ­
nä  vuonna 30000 m arkkaa. 
Suomi sai palkinnon Jo toista 
kertaa. (STT)

E U -k om issio  to im iin  
S u om ea  vasta a n

EU:n kom issio alo ittaa to i­
m et Suom ea vastaan , koska 
llnturlkkalta Kemlhaaran soi­
ta  el ole suojeltu . Suot ovat 
k eske inen  osa su u n n ite ltu a  
Vuotoksen tekoallasaluetta.

Suom i on sa a n u t ennakko­
tiedon, Jonka m ukaan komis­
sio lähettää  asiasta  virallisen 
Ilm oituksen tai h u o m au tu k ­
sen. Komission m ukaan noin 
240  n e liök ilom etrin  V uotos 
a l la s  J ä t tä i s i  v ed en  a lle e n  
soita. Joilla esiintyy useita lin­
tudirektiivissä lueteltuja laje­
ja. (S7T)

S o tila sta rk k a ilijo ita
E tiop iaan

Suom i osallistuu  YK:n ra u ­
h a n tu rv a o p e ra a tio o n  E tio ­
p ia s sa  ja  E r i tre a s s a  lä h e t ­
tä m ä llä  a lu ee lle  se itse m ä n  
sotilastarkkailijaa Ja 2-3 esi­
kuntaupseeria . YK on pyytä­
ny t Jä se n m a ilta a n  UNMEE- 
n lm ellä  k u lk e v a a n  o p e ra a ­
tioon alkuvaiheessa sa ta  soti­
lastarkkailijaa. Koko rau h an ­
turvaoperaatio vaatii YK:n a r­
vion m ukaan 4 200 sotilasta.

(HS)

E xch an ge rate
September 11, 2000 

1 F in n is h  m a rk  = US $  . 14 6 0  
1 US $  = 6 .8 4 8 7  FIM 
1 E u ro  = US $ .8 5 7 8 0  

1 U S $  = 1 .1 6 5 8  E u ro s
F o re ig n  e x c h a n g e , New Y ork p r ic e s . 
R a te s  for t r a d e s  o f 81 m illio n  m in i­
m iin .

N im ipäivät

Syyskuun 13 p., Orvo 
Syyskuun 14 p., Iida 
Syyskuun 15 p., Sirpa 
Syyskuun 16 p., Hellevi.

Hillevi, Hille, Hilla 
Syyskuun 17 p.. Alla, Alli 
Syyskuun 18 p., Tyyne, Tytti, 

Tyyni
Syyskuun 19 p ., Reija 
Syyskuun 20 p., Varpu,

Vaula
Syyskuun 21 p., Mervi 
Syyskuun 22 p.. Mauri 
Syyskuun 23 p., Mielikki 
Syyskuun 24 p., Alvar, Auno 
Syyskuun 25 p., Kullervo 
Syyskuun 26 p .t Kuisma

Suomalalsvankl Seppo Fräntt hellittää päästyään vapaaksi. 
Vasemmalla toinen suomalalsvankl Risto Vahanen.

Jolon saaren
suomalaisvangit vapautettiin

Jo lon  saa re lla  pan ttivankeina  olleet suom ala ise t ovat 
päässeet vapauteen 140 päivän vankeuden ja  uskom atto­
m ien valheiden Jälkeen. Helsinkiläiset Risto V ahanen Ja 
Seppo Fräntl pääsivät ensim m äistä kertaa kuukausien  Jäl­
keen siistiytym ään ja  ruokapöydän ääreen. Kotiin saakka 
vapautetu t pääsevät täm än viikon alkupuolella.

"Olen onnellisempi kuin koskaan ennen, täm ä on eläm ä­
ni onnellisin  päivä”, sanoi Seppo Fräntl vap au d u ttu aan  
Abu Sayyaf -ryhm än kynsistä.

V apautum inen  oli täh än  a sti nähdy istä  kaikkein  d ra ­
m aattisin . Se oli m u rsk au tu a  yhden rosvojoukon hyök­
käykseen, jossa kuoli kaksi Filippiinien hallituksen välittä­
järyhm än henkivartijaa.

"Aion suudella Suomen m aaperää paavillisestl", Vahanen 
kom m entoi tu lev a isu u d en su u n n ite lm aan  Jolon saarella 
hengenvaarallisen vapautusm lsslon päätyttyä.

Suom alaiset, saksalainen Marc Wallert Ja ranskalainen 
S tephane Lolsy Jouduttiin  evakuoim aan vapauteen heli­
koptereilla, koska panttivankien leirin ympäristö m uuttu i 
yhtäkkiä pieneksi sotatantereeksi.

Nyt vapautetu t panttivangit olivat viimeiset Malesian Si- 
padanllta pääsiäisenä siepatusta 21 Ihmisen kansainväli­
sestä  Joukosta. Abu Sayyafllle Jäi vielä kaksi ranskalals- 
tolmlttajaa, Jotka siepattiin, kun he olivat tekem ässä Jut­
tua  panttivankien leiristä alemmin kesällä. (SS)

Aallon Paimio-tuoleista 
maksettiin 7 000 puntaa

H uutokauppakam ari Christie's myi Lontoossa pidetyssä 
pohjoism aisen designin huu tokaupassa  kolme Alvar Aal­
lon vanerista prototyypeiksi vältettyä tuolla vuodelta 1931. 
Paimion parantolaa varten suunnitellu ista  kahden  Istu t­
tavasta sohvasta Ja kahdesta nojatuolista tarjottiin 7 000 
pun taa  eli noin 68 000 m arkkaa.

Sekä Jyväskylän Alvar Aalto -museon intendentti Kaari­
n a  M lkonranta että  Helsingin Artekin taiteellinen johtaja 
Ben af Schult£n kuitenkin epäilevät, että Lontoossa myy­
dyt A alto-huonekalu t olisivat todella prototyyppejä. He 
ovat nähneet huutokaupattavien huonekalujen valokuvat 
Ja sanovat n iissä  olevan piirteitä, Jotka eivät vastaa Pal- 
mlo-tuollen prototyyppejä.

Kaarina M tkonrantaa askarru ttaa  myös, olivatko myydyt 
A alto-huonekalu t laillisesti m yynnissä Lontoossa. Suo­
m esta el saa  viedä Aallon varhaistuotannon prototyyppejä 
eikä h a rv in a is ia  m alleja. C h rls tie 's ln  e d u s ta ja  Sim on 
Andrewsln m ukaan tuolit olivat peräisin Ruotsista. (SS)

Lahjoituksia
Raivaajalle

TUKEMISRAHASTO 2 0 0 0 : $ 1 3 ,5 8 3 .4 0

Robert LystUän muistolle
Bernhard Autula, Westminster, M A........................$10.00

Kiitos lahjoittajilleI 

Thank you fo r  your donationsI

mailto:raivatua@netlplus.com
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nFrom  th e  d esk  o f  S tig  H äggblom

Veikko Karvonen otti voiton 
Zatopeklsta Ja saavutti olym­
p ia n  p ro n s s im ita l in  1956  
M e lb o u rn e n  o ly m p lam ara - 
tonllla. Tämä el ku itenkaan  
ollut Karvosen suurin  saavu­
tu s  eikä hän en  p a ra s  m ara- 
to n v u o te n s a .  S u o m e n  (Ja 
suom alaisten) el pitäisi unoh­
taa vuotta 1954, Jolloin Veik­
ko oli koko m aailm an ykkö­
nen  m aratonilla (Ja hänellä on 
kansainvälisiä dokum entteja, 
Jotka täm än todistavat).

Nyt -  Sydneyn kisojen kyn­
nyksellä -  olen to tisesti s itä  
m ieltä , e tte i Suom i m illo in­
kaan  täysin ym m ärtänyt m itä 
V eikko  tu o n a  v u o n n a  tek i 
m aansa hyväksi Ja urheilum ­
me p uo lesta . H än oli myös 
E u ro o p an  m esta ri syksyllä , 
m aalipaikkana Neufleldln s ta ­
dion Berliinissä. Olin siellä.

M uistan kuinka vaatim aton 
oli tapa, Jolla Veikko Karvosta 
otimme vastaan, kun  hän  tuli 
voittajana Bostonista. Ju o k ­
su n  h än  oli vo ittanu t h u h ti­
k u u n  19. päivänä. Olin m u ­
kana siinä pienessä ryhm äs­
sä Karvosta v astaano ttam as­
sa.

Juoksupälvä sattu i olemaan 
päivä sen Jälkeen, kun  USA:n 
varapresidentti Richard Nixon 
(Elsenhower) oli p residen tti) 
oli sanonut, että  USA Joutuu 
lä h e ttä m ä ä n  jo u kko ja  Indo­
kiinaan, mikäli Ranska lopet­
ta a  v ie tn a m ila is te n  gorilla- 
joukko ja  v a s taan  käym änsä  
ta iste lunsa  Dien Blen P uh is­
sa.

Siis, Bostonin 58. Juoksu ta ­
pahtu i Nixonin puheen Jälkei­
sen ä  päivänä . K arvosta oli 
vastassa kalkki m aailm an va­
liot. M ukaan oli pan tu  Ja p a ­
nin uusi kaarti. Delfo Cabre­
ra  A rg e n ti in a s ta , L on to o n  
1948 olympiavoittaja, oli m u ­
kana Ja ennen kaikkea britti 
J im  P e te rs , Jo k a  v u o d e s ta  
vuoteen ylsi Ihmeellisiin volt- 
toalkolhln maratonilla. M aa­
ilm anennätyksiksi niitä el Il­
m oitettu, IAAF tahtoi näin.

M ukana täm ä Peters oli ol­
lu t  m yös vuo n n a  1952 Hel­
s in g in  o ly m p lam ara to n llla , 
sillä Jonka Emil Zatopek volt­
ti.

Peters sai äkillisen sairaus- 
kohtauksen m atkalla takaisin 
S ta d io n ille . O lim m e v ie lä  
V antaan (silloin Helsingin p i­
täjä) alueella. L ähdlstöbus- 
seja oli kaksi, to isessa m inä 
Ja DN:n Henry Rydahl, Jonka 
k a n s s a  rien sim m e P e te rs ln  
avuksi, koska m ulta avustajia 
el s a ttu n u t palkalle. Peters 
oli huonossa kunnossa Ja au- 
tolm nm e h än e t lehd lstöbus- 
silmme, m istä hän  hän  sitten 
vlrklstyttyään saattoi seurata  
Zatopekln vlolttokulkua aivan 
Stadionin portille asti.

Tämä oh siis se Peters. Jon­
ka Karvonen tiu k an  o tte lun  
J ä lk e e n  v o ltti  B o s to n is s a  
1954 . T äm ä k e r to m u s  on  
m ielestäni tärkeä myös siksi, 
e ttä  Juuri nyt kysytään onko 
Suom ella la inkaan  m araton- 
e d u s tu s ta  S y d n ey ssä , n iin  
naisissa kuin miehissä.

Tällaiset olivat Bostonin tu ­

Peters, E nglan ti 2 .22 ,40  3) 
Erkki Puolakka, Suomi 2.24, 
25 4) K. H iroshim a, Jap an i 
5) K. N lshida, Jap an i 6) D. 
Cabrera, Argentiina.

Paavo Nurmen vanha ystävä 
(B erliin in  k iso is ta )  Jo h n n y  
Kelley, m ies Joka on ju o ssu t 
B ostonin  61 k e rtaa  Ja voltti 
J u o k s u n  v u o s in a  1935 Ja 
1945, oli siinä vanavedessä.

T a rk o ita n  tä s s ä  to tis e s ti , 
e ttä  Veikko Karvonen -  Joka 
v ie lä  on  Jo u k o ssa m m e , se 
"Naantalin postiljooni -  vielä 
voisi s a a d a  m e iltä  k a lk ilta  
Jonkun kiitoksen Ja huom ion­
osoituksen. Vuosi 1954 el ol­
lu t olympiavuosi, m u tta  se oli 
Veikko Karvosen vuosi.

S aanen  kertoa  e rää s tä  to i­
s e s ta  m a r a to n ju o k s l ja s ta ,  
Jonka kotiintulo oh Juhlavam­
pi kuin Karvosen. Hän oli ko­
toisin kreikasta , Itse a siassa  
K yprokselta . Mies oli o llu t 
m u k a n a  B e rliin in  k iso is sa  
1936, Adolf Hitlerin kisoissa. 
Hän tuli m aaliin  yhdentenä- 
to ls ta .  Nimi oli S ty lia n o s  
Kyrlakldes.

En usko , e ttä  Veikko K ar­
vonen tä tä  tietoa uskoo, m u t­
ta  kun  Kyrlakldes tuli kotiin 
A teenaan vo ite ttuaan  Bosto­
n issa  1946. oli m iljoona ih ­
m istä palkalla juoksijaa vas­
ta s s a .  Ih m e e llin e n  J u t tu .  
O nko u rh e i l i ja a  k o s k a a n  
m uulloin juh littu  tällä tavoin? 
Valkea uskoa.

Olymplalntoa kohottaaksenl 
Suom en  m a a ssa  k e rro n  tä ­
m än ju tun :

Kyrlakldes oli siis ollut m u ­
k an a  Berliinin m araton juok­
su ssa , jo n k a  voltti koreala i­
n e n  S o h n , m u t ta  J a p a n in  
pilkkiin, koska Jap an i oli sii­
h e n  a ik a a n  m ie h ittä n y t t ä ­
m än m aan. M ukana oli myös 
B oston in  legenda, sillo in  Ja 
nyt, Jo h n n y  Kelley, kahdek­
s a s to i s t a  m a a l is s a ,  a in o a  
am erik k a la in en , Joka pystyi

Kun Kyriakides palasi voittajana  
y li m iljoona ihm istä  o d o tti poikaa

Eli kuinka Veikko Karvosen kotiintulo 
vuonna 1954 lyötiin todella laudalta

Juoksem aan loppuun asti.
Hitlerin 12. armeija (Ja Mus- 

solln yhdeksäs) valtasi Krei­
kan  vuonna 1941 ns. salama- 
sotaa käydessään. Kyrlakldes 
oli p ian  v a n g ittu n a  o m assa  
m aassaan , m ikä oli o sitta in  
raunioina.

Saksalaisen m iehityksen a i­
k an a  Juoksija pelasti k erran  
n ah k an sa  näyttäm ällä  osan- 
o t ta ja p a s s ln s a  B e rliin is tä . 
Toisen kerran  hänen  kotinsa 
tu tk ittiin , m u tta  taloon tu n ­
k e u tu ja t  näkivät Berliinissä 
o te tu n  kuvan  Ju o k sija s ta  Ja 
toimenpiteet lopetettiin. Siinä 
m ärin olympiajuok^ijaa k u n ­
nioitettiin, että saksalaiset Jo­
pa esittivät anteeksipyynnön.

Kun täm ä ju o k sija  vuonna 
1946 saap u i B ostoniin, k a l­
peana Ja huonosti ruokittuna, 
el ollut ra jaa  sillä m iten hyvin 
Bostonin kreikkalainen väes­
tö hän tä  kohtell. Kalkki ta r t­
tuivat häneen.

B oston issa  asu v a  k re ik k a ­
lainen hotellinom istaja työn­
si lapun  hänen  käteensä  en ­
nen Juoksun alkua Hopklnto- 
n lssa . L apussa luki: "Voita 
tai kuole taipaleella."

T äm ä la p p u  k o u r a s s a a n  
Stylianos suoritti Juoksunsa. 
M iltei a lu s ta  lo p p u u n  h ä n  
taisteli legendaa, edellisvuo­
tista  Bostonin voittajaa Jo h n ­
ny Kelleyä vastaan. Vuonna 
1945 käytiin vielä m aailm an­
so taa  sekä  USA:n e ttä  Krei­
kan  osalta.

Bostonilla oh Juoksun su h ­
teen Jo klassiset puitteet. Oli 
50. juoksu. 112 m iestä oli Il­
m o i t ta u tu n u t  k is a a n ,  102 
lä h ti m a tk a a n . K yrlakldes, 
m yös B a lk an in  m e s ta r i, oli 
Juossut parhaiten, 2.43 -  Ber­
liinin aika. Kelleyn paras ai­

ka oli 2.30,40.
Kreikkalainen oli Bostonissa 

p ä ä l l i s in  p u o lin  h e ik o s s a  
kunnossa, m utta valmis ta is­
telem aan m aansa Ja k ansan ­
sa puolesta.

J u o k s u s t a  tu l i  m a h ta v a , 
Kelley Ja Kyrlakldes olivat pit­
k ä ä n  a iv a n  r in ta  r in n a n . 
Lopputulos oli Kreikan voitto, 
kuka ties m aan suurin  voitto 
k o s k a a n  u r h e i lu n  a la l la . 
Ajat: 1) S. Kyriakides 2.29,27 
2) J . Kelley 2.32,27.

E nnen  Juoksua  Jotkut lä ä ­
kärit huom auttivat, ettei Ky­
r ia k id e s  p y s ty is i s u o r i t t a ­
m aan Juoksua. Hän oli aivan 
aliravittu, Illan heikko Juokse­
maan.

Voittaja Itse:
"Tiesin, että minulla oli kak­

si v a ih to eh to a , Joko vo ittaa  
Juoksu tai kuolkla matkalla."

S p o n so rit Ja tu k ija t olivat 
panneet likoon yli 5 miljoonaa 
drachm aa -  siihen aikaan Jo­
takuinkin  tu h a t USA.n dolla­
ria -  saadakseen Kyrlakidesln 
Hopklntonln lähtöviivalle.

H arvo in , Jos m illo in k aan , 
ovat sp o n so rit sa a n e e t n iin  
ru h tin a a ll is e n  k o rv au k sen . 
K erättiin rah aa  Ja elintarvik­
k e ita  K reikalle täm än  Ju o k ­
su n  ansiosta. Laiva täytettiin 
ruokatavaro illa  Ja lähetettiin  
P ireuksen  sa tam aan . Tava-

Jatkuu sivulla 5

Vuonna 1954 käytiin Bostonissa kaksintaistelu Suomen Veikko 
Karvosen Ja englantilaisen Jim Petersln välillä. Alkoihin nähden 
Peters oli 50-luvun hurjin maratoonari maailmassa, mutta Veikko 
Karvonen pehmitti hänet voittaessaan Bostonissa. Erkki Puolak­
ka oli kolmas.

lokset 1954: 1) Veikko Karvo­
nen, Suomi, 2 .20,39 2) Jim

Stylianos Kyrlakldes Kreikasta -  voitte lukea "Greece" hänen paidastaan -  pehmittämässä numero yhtä, Johnny 
Kelleyä edellisvuoden (1945) Bostonin voittajaa. Tässä oli 50. Bostonin maraton, unohtumaton Kreikan kansalle.
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R obert L. L ystilä

GARDNER, MA -  Robert L. 
Lystilä, 73, 104 C hurch St., 
kuoli syysk. 1. 2000 Heywood 
sairaalassa sairauden m urta ­
mana.

Hän oli syntynyt kesäk. 10, 
1927 Fltchburglssa Leino Ja 
Mayme (Walnlo) Lystilän poi­
kana Ja pääsi Fitchburg High 
Schoollsta 1945. Hän asu i 
F ltchburg ln  Ja Leom lnsterln 
alueella monia vuosia ennen 
kuin m uutti Gardnerlln 1990.

Lystilä oli työskennellyt mal­
lik ap p a le id en  v a lm is ta ja n a  
en tise ssä  F oster G ran t Co.: 
s s a  L e o m ln s te r ls sä  e n n e n  
kuin Jäi eläkkeelle 1986.

E desm en n y t oli k u u lu n u t 
• F ln n lsh -A m e rlc a n  C lub  of 
S a im a a n . H än  oli to ise n  
m a a ilm a n so d a n  v e te ra a n i. 
Puuvelstely oli hänen harras­
tuksenaan.

Kaipaam aan Jäi puoliso Jo ­
sephine (Baltakls) Lystilä; poi­
ka Matthew Sullivan, Georgia; 
kolm e ty tä r tä ,  Lisa B lan c ­
h a rd , A shby, L au ra  B lan c­
hard , A shburnham  Ja Linda 
Lee W illiam s, W estm inster; 
tytärpuoll Patricia Jean  Mar- 
crowski, Gardner; poikapuoli 
Joseph Christian, Fitchburg; 
viisi lasten lasta ; Ja viisi lap­
sipuolten lasta.

H au ta a m in e n  to im ite ttiin  
h i l ja is u u d e s s a  W o rces te r  
County Memorial Park h a u ­
tausm aahan  paxtonlssa.

Aubuchon-Moorcroft 
Funeral Home

132 Woodland St. 
Fitchburg, MA 
978-342-2355

Stephen R. Moorcroft

Ystävällinen palvelu

A ili M. H ig ley

TEMPLETON, MA -  Alli M. 
(Karjalainen) Higley, 66, 152 
So. Main St., East Templeton, 
kuoli syysk. 5, 2000 Heywood 
sairaalassa Gardnerlssa. Hän 
oli 1996 kuolleen Theodore R, 
Hlgleyn leski.

Hän oli syntynyt m arrask . 
29, 1913 G ardnerlssa Edward 
Ja Adolfllna (Karjalainen) Kar­
jalaisen  ty ttärenä  Ja oli a su ­
nu t East Tem pletonlssa vuo­
desta 1945.

Edesm ennyt oh työskennel­
lyt hallintosihteerinä Simplex 
Time Recorder Co.:ssa. Aikai­
semmin hän  oh ohut konttori- 
v irk a ilijan a  e n tis e s s ä  Hed- 
s tro m  U nion  C o .:s sa  se k ä  
Fontaine B ro thers firm assa, 
kum m atkin Gardnerlssa.

Higley pääsi G ardner High 
S c h o o lls ta  1931 Ja v u o tta  
m yöhemmin en tisestä  G ard­
ner Business School of Com­
merce oppilaitoksesta. Myö­
hem m in h ä n  Ja tk o i o p in to ­
jaan  Boston School for Adults 
kursseilla sekä N ortheastern 
yhoplstossa.

E desm enny t k u u lu i Cove­
n a n t  E vangelica l L u th e ra n  
se u ra k u n ta a n  sekä  entiseen 
B ethel L u th e ran  s e u ra k u n ­
ta a n  Ja oli la u la n u t  n iiden  
kuoroissa 60 vuotta Ja tolml- 
nyt pyhäkoulun opettajana.

K aipaam aan Jäi poika S te ­
ven P. Higley, A shburnham ; 
Ja kaksi lap sen lasta . Sisko 
Toini E. Higley kuoh 1991.

S m ith  F u n e ra l H om e, 69 
Vernon St., G ardner toim itti 
h a u ta a m is e n  G reen  Bower 
hautausm aahan  Gardnerlssa.

Vainajaa voi m uistaa lahjoi­
tuksella : D eacons G uild tai 
Memorial Fund of C ovenant 
Enagehcal Lutheran Church, 
627 Green St., G ardner, MA 
01440.

TILLINGHAST -  Hautaustoimisto

D a n ie lso n , C on n . 
T el. 8 8 0 -7 7 4 -3 2 8 4

C entra l V illa g e , C on n . 
T el. 8 6 0 - 5 6 4 - 2 1 4 7

9{p6ert ftucfimoody ^uneraCMonies, Inc.
Poughkeepsie, NY 

452-1680
Hopewell Junction, NY 

221-9234
Fishkill, NY 

896-6166

Bosk
Funeral Home

85 Blo*mm Street 
Fitchburg, MA 01420

(978) 342-3635

Ashburnham 
Memorial Chapel

33 R. Mein Street 
A shburnham , MA

(978) 827-5700

Donald G. D ufault John A. Bosk Jr.

____________Registered Directors

MEMBERS OF LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS TO SERVE YOU WORLD WIDE.

LOCAL MEMBER CREMATION ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

PRE-PLANNING AVAIIABLE TO SUIT EVERY NEED FUNDED THROUGH; 
• BANK TRUSTS • nWKjir INSURANCE 

• ASSOCIATION CANADO-AMERICAINE • fvM  INSURANCE

ATNEED SERVICES ■ CHURCH • CHAPEL • CEMETERY • RESIDENCE 

SERVING ALL FAITHS

Smith Funeral Home, Inc.
Elden E. Blur ling  

Douglas Stone
Directors

69 Vernon SL, Gardner, MA 
Tel. 979-632-0377

J f  * !  y
l f W J  'L e l  -  1

M artha H e isso n

GARDNER. MA -  M artha 
(Mäkelä) H eisson, 98, kuoli 
syysk . 2, 2 0 0 0  B lrchw ood 
Care Center'ssä Fltchburglssa 
sairauden m urtam ana.

Hän oli syntynyt kesäk. 1, 
1902 Myllykoskella Suom es­
sa Thomas Ja Matilda (Nikula) 
Mäkelän tyttärenä Ja oli a su ­
nu t 60 vuoden ajan G ardne­
rlssa. Koulunsa hän  oli käy­
nyt Suomessa.

Edesmennyt nau tti p u u ta r­
hanhoidosta. Hän kuului Co­
venant Evangelical L utheran 
seurakuntaan.

Kaipaamaan jäi puoliso Eino 
E. Heisson; tytär Jud ith  O ra­
va, W estm inster; veli Olavi 
M äkelä, S t. A u g ustine . FL; 
kaksi siskoa, H ertta  P eura , 
Holden Jä Eva Koski, G ard ­
ner; tyttärenpoika Timothy J. 
Orava. Cropseyvllle, NY; yksi 
lapsenlapsen lapsi; sekä sisa­
rusten  lapsia.

S m ith  F u n e ra l H om e, 69 
Vernon St., huolehti h a u ta a ­
misesta.

Vainajaa voi m uistaa lahjoi­
tuksella: Covenant Evangeli­
ca l L u th e ra n  C h u rc h , 627  
G reen  S t., G a rd n e r , MA 
01440.

E lla  L assila

ASHBURNHAM, MA -  Ella 
H e len a  L a ss ila , 70 , k u o li 
syysk. 5, 2000 Hlllcrest hoi­
tokodissa F ltchburg lssa  sa i­
rauden m urtam ana.

Hän oli syntynyt toukok. 18, 
1930 New York Cityssä Heino 
ja  R auha (Niemelä) Lassilan 
tyttärenä.

E desm ennyt k u u lu i F ltch ­
b u rg ln  M ess iah  L u th e ra n  
seurakuntaan.

K aipaam aan  Jäi k ak si s is ­
koa, Helen Aho, Townsend Ja 
Leila Lamas, Rocklin, CA; ja  
k ah d ek san  s is a ru s te n  la s ta  
lapsineen.

B osk  F u n e ra l  H om e, 85 
Blossom St., Fitchburg, huo ­
lehti hiljaisuudessa ta p a h tu ­
neesta hautaam isesta.

Vainajaa voi m uistaa lahjoi­
tuksella : M essiah  L u th e ran  
C hurch Memorial Fund, 750 
Rincde Road, Fitchburg, MA 
01420.

AMERICAN FINNISH NURSING HCME 
A Orvison ol

QiM-MiiA-A-tvuam fa il JfamM, Dho.
1 0 0 0  s o u t h  ontvE l a k e  w o r t h  f l c p i o a  3 3 < i6 i - B i 9 9

1. syyskuuta
Ja  niin alkoi sitten syyskuu. 

Aika kuluu niin nopeasti. Ke­
sä on mennyt, el meillä flori­
dalaisilla, m u tta  tuolla poh ­
joisessa Ja m uuttolinnut a lka­
va t p a la illa  ta k a is in  n ä ih in  
kuum iin Ja kosteisiin päiviin.

M eillä on o llu t hyvä k esä  
täällä  ete lässä . Sadetta  tie­
tysti on tu llu t, m u tta  el m i­
tään  pahoja m yrskyjä, a in a ­
kaan vielä.

Lepokodissa vieraili show- 
ryhm ä nim eltä Merry M inst­
rels Ja se sai ansa itu t suosi­
onosoitukset Ja kiitokset m u­
kavasta tu im ista  perjantal-ll- 
tapäl väliä.

Reino Kukkam aa Ja Charlie 
pitivät om an ohjelmansa lau ­
a n ta in a  Ja channel 8 lähetti 
m ukavaa ohjelm aa asukkail­
le.

K otikirkko Ja pasto ri Timo 
Puustelli Ja hänen  vaim onsa 
pitivät klrkkotflaisuuden su n ­
n u n ta in a . Timon sa a rn a  on 
a in a  niin  h a rra s  Ja Ihm isten 
miellä tavoittava. Kiitos teille.

Labor Day Ja suu rim m alle  
o s a lle  v a p a a p ä iv ä , m u t ta  
Charlie Ja Lydia pitivät kahvi- 
k o n s e r t in  Ja i l a h d u t t iv a t

asukkaita  m uuten  niin satei­
sena ja  rauhallisena päivänä.

Tiistaina p itkästä alkaa aloi­
tettiin taas keilaaminen, m ut­
ta  ainakin näin  a lkuun  se sai 
melko vaim ean vastaanoton . 
K atsotaan sitten  m iten täm ä 
h a r r a s tu s  Ja tk u u  K aa to sa ­
te e n  ro p is te s s a  Ik k u n o ih in  
s o i te t t i in  v a n h a n  t a i tu r in  
Henry Theelin Liljan kukkaa  
kahvikonsertlssa ja  päätettiin 
vetinen Iltapäivä.

Helping H ands oli Jo saanu t 
Joukkoaan takaisin  Ja aloitti 
k o r ja i le m a lla  a s u k k a id e n  
v a a tte ita . T a id e ttiin  sie llä  
partu ro ida  joku  herra  melko 
kaljuksik in . Iltapäivän h a r ­
taustila isuuden  pitivät Bertta 
Ja M atti Penttilä sekä heidän 
vieraansa Mr. Ja Mr. Pellinen. 
Kiitos teille.

Torstai alkoi taas Pullxllla Ja 
lukuhetkellä. Iltapäivän m u­
s i ik i s ta  h u o le h t i  C h a rlie . 
Näin oli taas edetty yksi viik­
ko syyskuuta ja  kalkki näytti 
melko hyvältä täällä Lepoko­
dilla. Kiitos kalkille, voikaa 
hyvinl

Terveisin
JUHANI

RAIVAAJAn 95 -vu otisju h lan u m ero
Ju lk a isem m e RAIVAAJAn 95-vuo tisnum eron  kesk i­

viikkona, syyskuun  27. päivänä. K utsum m e kalkkia 
lehden  luk ijo ita  a n ta m a a n  p an o k sen sa  läh e ttäm ällä  
lehden historiaan  Ja toim intaan liittyviä m uistelin aklr- 
Joituksla, valokuvia Jne.

Jo u k ossanne  on varm asti m onia, Jotka ovat vuosien 
kuluessa olleet m ukana m onissa RAIVAAJAn toimintaa 
tukeneissa tem pauksissa Ja tapahtum issa. Olette ehkä 
entinen Raivaajan työntekijä, tai mahdollisesti Joko van­
hem panne tai isovanhem panne olivat tavalla tai toisella 
Raivaajan leivissä tai sitä  au ttam assa. Ehkä olette uusi 
tilaaja, Ja haluatte  kirjoittaa suhteestanne historialliseen 
silrtolalslehteen.

Siis, kynät käsiin! Postltusosoltteemme on: Raivaaja, 
P.O. Box 600, Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054. Voitte myös 
käyttää sähköpostia: ralvaaja@ netlplus.com

MUISTA
te s ta m e n tis sa s i  
RAIVAAJAA! 

S ite n  turvaat 
su o m a la iste n  p er in te id en  

Jatkuvuuden.

M asciarelli
FAMILY FUNERAL HOM ES

9 o t  ovet yo yean, fam ilies /Live depended on out funeraC services. 

Convenience is an important part o f out service, witfi y Cocations to dtooxe from.

iin, t JlM M
14*

76) M m  Avenue, Lunenburg, MA I2*> Elm Si reet, Fitchburg 123 Main Sum, 'Xfctunumcr, M A
24J FVnirr S lm t. Fitchburg. M A  89 Wr«/ S tm t. UominHtr. .VIA

Saw er-Miller-Masciarelli Funeral Homes 
978/345-6778 • fax 978/345-4899

Michael D. Masciarelli and John F. Masciarelli, W alte r Taylor, Funeral Directors 

>**S>^  cdfCso cSerobiy cd/sfiLy, erfJXum Juun, cMuCC'a rdston and  CJ\inceton

mailto:ralvaaja@netlplus.com
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K Y R IA K ID ES  . . .
Jatkoa sivulta 3

r a n  a rv o  v u o n n a  1 9 4 6  oli
250,000 dollaria.

J a  k u n  s itten  Juoksija Itse 
saapui ko tim aahansa paran- 
n e ttu u aan  om aa m aratonen- 
n ä ty s tä ä n  lä h e s  14 :llä  m i­
nuutilla, oli A teenassa pantu  
pystyyn Juhlat, Joihin osallis­
tui reippaasti yli miljoona Ih­
m istä. Kalkki m aan  k a n s a ­
la ise t su lk ivat ju o k sijan  sy ­
liinsä.

Voisiko sanoa, että tässä  oli 
su u re m m a t Ju h la t k u in  ne. 
Jolloin Paavo N urm i o te ttiin  
v astaan  h än en  saap u essaan  
H elsinkiin vuonna 1924 P a­
riisin olympiakisoista?

Seurakunnat
Fitchburg, MA

B ethel-seurakunta

S u om enk ie linen  rad lo h a r-  
tau s  HYVÄT UUTISET lähete­
t ä ä n  Jo k a  s u n n u n ta ia a m u  
a s e m a l ta  WEIM am  1 2 8 0 , 
Fitchburg, klo 8:45.

Hengelliset tilaisuudet s u n ­
nuntaisin  E lm St. Lähetysklr- 
k o ssa  klo 2 l.p . Syysk. 17. 
p :n ä  Mikko Tervo tu lee m u ­
kaan.

T ied u ste lu ja  s e u ra k u n n a n  
toim innasta voi tehdä so itta ­
m alla  n u m ero o n  3 4 3 -9 6 5 9 . 
Myös n iitä , Jotka tarv itsevat 
k y y tiä  s e u r a k u n n a n  t i l a i ­
s u u k s i in ,  p y y d e tä ä n  o t t a ­
m aan  yhteys ylläolevan n u ­
meron avulla.

Elm  St.
L ähetysseurakunta

J u m a la n p a lv e lu k s e t s u n ­
nun taisin  klo 9:30 aam . Py­
häkoulu klo 11.

Kuoron harjo itukset tiis ta i­
sin klo 7 lii. H artaustilaisuus 
k e sk iv iik k o is in  k lo  2 l.p . 
N u o riso ry h m ä  k o k o o n tu u  
lauantaisin  klo 6 111.

Lauantaina, syysk. 23. p:nä 
klo 4:30 - 6:30 UI. "Italialai­
nen Uta".

M essiah Lutheran  
seurakunta

K uun  e n s im m äisen ä  s u n ­
nun ta ina  suom enkielinen Ju­
m alanpalvelus klo 8:15 aam.

P e r ja n ta is in  klo 1 :00  lp . 
suomenkielinen raam attu tu n ­
ti.

S unnun ta isin  englanninkie­
lin e n  J u m a la n p a lv e lu s  klo 
9 :30  aam . Klo 1 0 :3 0 -11 :00  
s e u ru s te lu a  Ja v irvokkeita . 
Klo 1 1 :0 0 -1 2 :0 0  a lk u is te n  
raam attu tunti.

New Ipsw ich , NH

Suom enkieliset Jum alanpal­
velukset k u u k au d en  n e ljän ­
ten ä  s u n n u n ta in a  klo 3 :00  
I l ta p ä iv ä llä  A p osto lic  L u t­
heran kirkossa Goen Roadllla.

M uistithan
uusia

tilauksesi?

C u tlerin  ja  
Sarm  an n on  

u u sin  y h te is ty ö  
k a n ta e s ite t t iin

Helkki S arm annon  Ja Aina 
Swan C utlerin  u u sin  yh te is­
työ, Helsinki Haiku - song pic­
tures -lau lusarja , sai k a n ta ­
e s ity k s e n ä  Cafe C aruselissa 
H e ls in g issä . L a u lu sa r ja  on 
myös levytetty.

A m erik an su o m ala in en  r u ­
noilija Cutler tunne taan  yh ­
te i s ty ö s tä ä n  Ja z z sä v e ltä Jä  
H elkki S a rm a n n o n  k a n ssa . 
H än  on  k ä ä n tä n y t  m u u n  
m u a ssa  Aaro H ellaakosken, 
Eino Leinon Ja Lauri Viidan 
r u n o u t ta  e n g la n n ik s i  S a r ­
m annon lauluihin.

K y m m en en  v u o t ta  s i t te n  
Cutler näytti Helslnkl-alhelsla 
ru n o jaan  Sarm annolle, Joka 
pani tekstit talteen. Cutlerin 
runot ovat tuokiokuvia Ja n ä ­
kym iä yli H elsingin, a lkaen  
lentokentältä Ja päättyen len­
tokentälle. (SS)

H e ls in k i H a ik u a  voi tila ta  
Raivaajan kirjakaupasta hin­
taan $25 .00 . L isä ksi $3 .00  
postltuskululhln Ja Massachu­
settsin  asukkailta  $1.75 osa­
valtion veroa.

H äk k in en  sä ily tt i  
jo h to n sa  M onzan  

k ak k ossija lla
M ika H äkk isen  Ja M ichael 

Schum acherln kam ppailu for­
m ula 1 :n m aailm anm estaruu­
d e s ta  k iristyy . S ch u m ach er 
pystyi pitäm ään Häkkisen ta ­
k a n a a n  M onzassa  a je tu s s a  
d ra m a a tt is e s s a  M M -osakll- 
pallussa. Kolmanneksi selviy­
tyi nuorem pi Schum acher eli
Ralf.

T a p p io s ta a n  h u o l im a t ta  
H äkk inen  sä ily tti a sem an sa  
p lstetilaston kärjessä. Häkki­
se llä  on 80  p is te ttä , S chu- 
m a c h e r l l la  78 . J ä l je l lä  on 
vielä kolme osakilpailua. (SS)

S o d issa  k a a tu n e id en  
t ie d o t  lö y ty v ä t  

In te r n e tis tä
Sota-arkiston tiedot Suomen 

sodissa 1939-1945 m enehty­
neistä  on siirretty Internetiin. 
T ie to k a n n a s ta  löytyy yli 94 
000 henkilöä, Joita voi e tsiä  
su k u n im en , e tun im en , sy n ­
tymä- tai kuollnajan m ukaan 
tai vaikkapa kunnittain.

Palvelu m ahdollistaa tietojen 
h a k e m is e n  m yös Jo u k k o - 
o sa s to n  ta i m enehtym lspal- 
kan m ukaan.

Alemmin vastaavien tietojen 
h a k e m in e n  on  e d e lly ttä n y t 
k äy n tiä  p a lk an  päällä  Sota- 
ark istossa. Sodissa m enehty­
neiden arkistoon voi tu tu stu a  
o so itte e ssa  w w w .m ll.fi/san  
karlvalnajat. (SS)

K u lttu u r ik a u p u n k iv u o si 
jo  ta v o it te e s s a

Helsingin k u lttu u rik au p u n ­
k iv u o d en  ta p a h tu m is s a  oli 
käynyt 4.2 miljoonaa Ihmistä 
e lokuun loppuun m ennessä. 
Se on enem m än kuin odotet­
tiin  koko vuoden kävijäm ää­
räksi. Kulttuurlvuoden joh ta­
ja  Georg Dollvo uskookin, että 
v u o d en  lo p p u u n  m e n n e ssä  
p ä ä s tä ä n  viiteen m iljoonaan 
kävijään. (STT)

WESTMINSTER, MA -  Kansanmusiikkiryhmä Myllärien yli seltsen vllk k oln en  
kiertue to i m usilkot m yös M assachusettsiin, m issä he esiintyivät Fltchburglssa, 
B ostonissa Ja SomervHiessä. Täkäläisinä isäntinä toim ineet Joyce Ja Lloyd Han­
nula järjestivät yhtenä iltana p o t lu ck  -vastaanoton kotonaan. Vieraita oli pyy­
d etty  tuom aan m ukanaan vain  joko suom alaista  tai karjalaista (Myllärit ovat 
k o to is in  Venäjän Karjalasta, Petroskoista) ruokaa. Leppoisan illan  k u lu essa  
Myllärit Innostuivat myös viihdyttäm ään vieraita. Kuva.- B * n i

Sukulaisvierailulla Yhdysvalloissa
W ESTM INSTER, MA -  

C hristina Skog Ja Carita Pihi, 
E sp o o sta  S uom esta , tekivät 
m enneenä k esän ä  kolmiviik­
koisen sukulais- ja  lom am at­
kan  Louise Ja Peter Jan h u sen  
luokse.

Kuusitoistavuotias Christina 
Ja Peter ovat kaukaista sukua 
toisilleen. Ja olivat tavanneet 
to is e n sa  e n s i k e rra n  kolm e 
v u o tta  s itten  J a n h u s te n  sil­
loisen Suom i-m atkan aikana.

"Peter ku isk asi läh tie ssään  
korvaani, että  olen tervetullut 
v ie ra i lu l le  m illo in  v a in ”, 
C hristina kertoi.

M atkakaverikseen  h ä n  sai 
15-vuotlaan  ystävänsä  C ari­
tan , Joka on ollut hänen  "ka­
verinsa kolm ivuotiaasta asti".

Tytöt kertoivat olleensa häis­
sä  H oustonissa  Ja v iettäneet 
F o u rth  of Ju ly  ju h la n  W as­
h ing ton , D .C .:ssa  m inkä lä ­
h istö llä Ja n h u s te n  poika Pe­
ter a su u  perheineen.

Helli äoll vain positiivistä s a ­
nom ista näkem ästän  Ja koke­
m astaan .

" Ih m ise t o v a t o lle e t to s i 
m u k av ia  Ja y s täv ä llis iä”, he 
sanoivat yhteen ääneen.

W ashington oli heidän mie­
le s tään  viehättävää, Ja siellä 
o li "n iin  p a ljo n  te k e m is tä . 
Siellä kuluisi aika”.

M itään su u rem p ia  yllätyk­
siä  C h ris tin a  Ja C arita  eivät 
olleet kokeneet. Pieniä kieli­
vaikeuksia aluksi, ja  ruoassa 
oli v äh än  eroa. Joskin tä k ä ­
lä is tä  he k eh u iv a t "tosi hy ­
v ä k s i”. J o s s a in  v a lh e e s sa  
tytöt huom asivat a lkaneensa 
p u h u a  e n g la n tia  Jopa k e s ­
kenään.

He olivat v ierailleet M ary­

la n d in  y lio p is to s sa , Jolloin 
m o lem m at a ja t te l lv a t ,  e t tä  
tä n n e  v o isi h y v in k in  tu lla  
opiskelemaan. Yliopisto-opin­
to ih in  on ku itenk in  vielä a l­
kaa, sillä he aloittivat lukion 
vasta tänä  syksynä. Se kes­

tää  kolme vuotta. M utta sen 
Jälkeen . . .

J a n h u se t kertoivat n ä y ttä ­
n een sä  C hristina lle  Ja C ari­
talle myös U utta Englantia Ja 
tu tu stu ttan ee t heitä ystäviin­
sä.

Carita PUU, Louiseja Peter Janhunen sekä Christina Skog Jan­
husten kotipihalla.

Kaiken laisia  vakuutuksia . . . .  Puhutaan Suom ea

NIEMI
INSURANCE
a g e n c y ; in c .

135 Main Street, P.O. Box 449 
Välitetään myös kiinteistöjä

Westminster, MA 
Puhelin 874-2921

NORTH-END
SUBARU-MAZDA

Rte. 13. Lurrenburg
rj/ö j t n J  ♦ • 1 I • 1 8CJ0-3-l8-Ui/»lf

IS U Z U -S U Z U K I
525 John Fitch Hwy:, Fitchbutg

143 . lu l l  • 1 800 343 s « v t

HUHTALA OIL CO.
1 98  PA T R IO T S ROAD, EAST T EM PLETO N

• Our ow n servicp  departm ent to  our cu stom ers  
• New cu stom ers alw ays w elcom e  

• Our th ird  generation

CALL 6 3 2 -1 2 2 1
Our service area Is from North Rutland to Orange

http://www.mll.fi/san
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The Finnish-American RAIVAAJA

RAIVAAJÄs
95th

Anniversary 
Celebration

° f t i > e C r u K ° a k ir u ö , t ° w n  H a m b ,e r s

Admission $10.00

Sunday, October 1st • 2 p.m. 
Saima Park, Scott Road, Fitchburg

Werner Wiskari Main Speaker 

Pertti Paasio, Chairman of Suomi-Seura 

Hugo Mäkinen of Vanhat Toverit 

Hannu Harjunmaa Quintet 

Crumtown Ramblers 

Lauri Lassila's Juhlaruno 

Paul Hansiin Master of Ceremonies

Finnish coffee table after the program

Celebrating 95 years of service
FITCHBURG, MA -  For 

over 95 years your newspaper 
RAIVAAJA h as  been serving 
the F inn ish  A m erican com ­
m unity. Clearly an  achieve­
ment of this caliber calls for a 
celebration and th u s we will 
be marking RAIVAAJA's 95th 
anniversary year on Sunday, 
October 1, at 2 p.m. a t Salma 
Park, Scott Road.

Following F inn ish  Am eri­
can tradition, the afternoon's 
p ro g ra m  w ill c o n s is t  of 
speeches, m usic an d  poetry 
an d  closing  w ith a F inn ish  
coffee table.

The m a in  sp e a k e r  of th e  
e v e n t w ill be J o u rn a lis t  
W erner W lskarl, of C harles­
town (Rl). For thirty-six years 
W lskarl worked for the New 
York Tim es, first a s  a copy 
editor of the Metropolitan and 
Foreign News Desks and later 
a s  an  asslsa tn t to the Foreign 
News Editor.

From 1958 to 1964 as well

a s  th re e -m o n th  p e r io d s  In 
1966 an d  1967 he w as the  
newspaper’s Stockholm-based 
foreign correspondent cover­
ing Sweden, Finland, Norway, 
Denmark and Iceland.

Since h is  1984 re tirem ent 
from  th e  New York T im es 
W iskari h a s  kept busy  w ith 
various writing projects. He 
wrote a book, "Reindeer and  
M ostly  P o litic a l A n im als"  
reflecting on his Nordic asslg- 
m ent years. It was published 
In Finland In 1987 by Werner 
Söderström with the Finnish 
title "Pahanilmanlintu."

He has written a num ber of 
articles for F innish  pub lica­
tio n s , som e of w h ich  have 
a lso  b een  p u b l is h e d  In 
RAIVAAJA.

Currently Wlskarl Is working 
on a memoir, tentatively enti­
tled "Tales of Wlskarl."

W erner W lskarl, 82 , w as 
born In Red Jacket (MI), the 
elder of two sons of F innish

Im m ig ra n ts , th e  R everend  
M a tti W isk a ri a n d  E ln a  
(Järvinen) Wlskarl. He has a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Columbia University.

Wlskarl and his wife, artist 
Millie Wlskarl, have four adult 
children.

Finnish guests
Pertti Paasio, C hairm an of 

S u o m l-S e u ra  In H e ls in k i, 
F inland and  Hugo M äkinen, 
also of Helsinki, will travel to 
RAIVAAJA's anniversary cele­
bration.

Paasio, who since 1998 has 
b e e n  se rv in g  a s  S uom l- 
S eura 's chairm an, will bring 
g ree tin g s from  th e  society . 
He Is a form er cha irm an  of 
the Finnish Social Democratic 
Party and Is a former Member 
of the Parliam ent as well as 
the European Parliament. He 
will also bring greetings from 
his party.
Hugo Mäkinen Is a long-time

fr ie n d  a n d  s u p p o r te r  of 
RAIVAAJA. He Is an  active 
m em ber of the Social Demo­
cratic V anhat Toverit organi­
zation whose greeting he'll be 
bringing.

M usical en te rta in m en t will 
be provided by H annu H ar­
ju n m a a  Q u in te t  a n d  th e  
Crumtown Ramblers.

Harjunm aa, of Holden, plays 
contra base and has arranged 
m usic of F innish  com posers 
(Merikanto etc.) for the quin­
te t he h as  formed especially 
for th is  ce leb ra tio n  of RAI­
VAAJA.

The C rum btow n R am blers 
have been playing for dances 
an d  festivals In the F innish  
c o m m u n ity  a ro u n d  I th a c a  
(NY) since  1982. The band  
consists of Richard Koski on 
o n e  a n d  tw o row  b u t to n  
accord ions, Geo Kloppel on 
fiddle an d  Tom Gajewskl on 
guitar, mandolin and clarinet. 
T hey  h av e  p e rfo rm ed  a t  a

F ln n F e s t  USA a n d  th e  
K a u s tin e n  Folk F estiva l In 
Finland.

B esid es  p la y in g  old tim e 
F in n is h  d a n c e  m u s ic , th e  
C ru m to w n  R a m b le rs  k eep  
busy  playing for square  and  
c o n tra  d a n c e s  In New York 
state and  New England. They 
have one recording of Finnish 
m usic, "Saturday Night S au­
n a  W ith  T he C ru m b to w n  
Ramblers."

The J u h la ru n o , a sp e c ia l 
poem w ritten for the particu­
la r  c e le b ra tio n , h a s  a  long 
tradition In Finnish American 
gatherings. We have asked a 
local poet L au ri L assila , of 
A shby , to  c r e a te  o n e  for 
RAIVAAJA's 95th. Luckily, he 
a g re e d  a n d  w ill re c i te  h is  
poem at the celebration.

Pau l H an siin , of C h a r le s ­
town (Rl), will serve as a m as­
ter of ceremonies.

The a d m iss io n  ch arg e  for 
the event is $10.00. The pro­
ceeds will benefit RAIVAAJA.
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'Bridges North' 
theme of ASFLA festival

LOS ANGELES, CA -  
"Bridges North" Is the them e 
of the American Scandinavian 
F o u n d a tio n  of Los A ngeles 
1 8 th  a n n u a l  S c a n d in a v ia n  
Festival on Saturday, October 
14, a t MGM Plaza In S a n ta  
Monica from 10 a.m . un til 6 
p.m.

The popular southland event 
th is year celebrates bridges of 
friendship and heritage -  cu l­
tu ra l, e d u ca tio n a l a n d  eco­
nom ic links betw een the five 
S cand inav ian  co u n trie s  an d  
the United States. The theme 
is  In s p ire d  b y  th e  r e c e n t  
o p e n in g  o f th e  In c re d ib le  
Ö resund  Bridge project th a t 
provides a motorway and rail­
way link betw een  the  S can ­
dinavian peninsula and north 
central Europe by way of four 
tu n n e ls , an  artificial Island, 
two approach  bridges an d  a 
high span  bridge.

The o rg an iza tio n 's  festival 
"bridge” Is a  day long event 
th a t connects Denm ark, Fin­
la n d , Ice lan d , N orw ay a n d  
Sw eden w ith S o u th e rn  Cali­
fornia and welcomes children 
of all ages to enjoy S can d i­
n av ian  frien d s, fun , m usic .

folk dancing , d ram a, e thn ic  
foods, Nordic bar, arts, crafts, 
and Imports, a  children's cor­
ner, tom bola, festival raffle 
a n d  a c o lo rfu l p a ra d e  of 
m useum  quality nalonal cos­
tum es.

The finale of the day Is the 
fe s tiv a l ra ffle  d raw in g  th is  
year aw arding Double Grand 
Prizes as SAS Joins our long­
time festival parter Finnair In 
p re sen tin g  two lucky  grand  
prize w inners with two tickets 
e a c h  for tra v e l to  S c a n d i­
navia.

Proceeds from the day su p ­
port the work of the American 
Scand inav ian  Foundation  of 
Los Angeles (ASFLA), Includ­
ing p rim arily  a sc h o la rsh ip  
p ro g ra m  th a t  a n n u a l ly  a - 
w ards seven scholarships for 
upper-division an d  g raduate  
studen ts a t Los Angeles area 
colleges and universities.

Raffle  participants need not 
be present to win and are eli­
gible for m any exciting prizes 
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  g ra n d  
prizes. For fu rther Inform a­
tion, or to request raffle tick­
e ts , c a ll 3 2 3 - 6 6 1-4A SF or 
323-661-4273. a s f l a

New Consul General In NYC

The president of Finland has 
appointed Ju k k a  Leino as the 
new  C onsu l G eneral of F in ­
land  In New York as of Sep­
tember 1st.

J u k k a  Leino h a s  two law  
degrees from the University of 
T urku , F in land. He s ta rted  
h is career as the private sec­
r e ta r y  to  th e  M in is te r  of 
Justice  In 1972. After tha t he 
was a  Lecturer of Internation­
a l Law a n d  C o n s ti tu t io n a l  
Law a t the University of Tur­
ku, before Joining the  M inis­
try  of Foreign Affairs In 1974.

H is d ip lo m a tic  c a re e r  In ­
cludes positions In Moscow, 
United Nations In New York, 
B e lg ra d e  a n d  L o n d o n . In  
1992-94 he served as  a  direc­
tor In the Ministry of Foreign 
A ffa irs  In H e ls in k i. S ince  
1994 he h a s  b een  ru n n in g  
th e  F in n is h  E m b a s s y  In 
S in g a p o re , a t  f i r s t  a s  a 
Charge d'Affalres and  then as 
the  A m bassador from 1996. 
S ince  A u g u st 1999 he h a s  
also held the post of the Non­
residen t A m bassador of F in­
land to Maldives.

"As the new Consul General 
of Finland In New York, I have 
b een  try in g  to  th in k  of the  
v a r io u s  w ays to  m odern ize  
the C onsulate to lit Into the 
new  d em an d s  of our tim es. 
W hat is the philosophy' of a 
m o d e rn  C o n s u la te ?  Of 
c o u rs e , I s t i l l  see  m u c h

J u k k a  L e in o

im portance In its  trad itional 
fields."

"We will promote the Finnish 
image In New York m aintain­
ing  close c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  
large m edia field, prom oting 
F in n ish -re la ted  c u ltu re  an d  
rendering assistance to F inn­
ish citizens in need. We stay 
in  c lo se  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  
F in n ish  c o m m u n ity  In o u r 
area. Should Finnish-related 
com pan ies need  su p p o rt in 
trade promotion, the Consul­
ate G eneral should be ready 
to  p ro v id e  th em  all a s s i s ­
tance."

"We shou ld  try  to ch an n e l 
more Investm ents to Finland 
and  also to promote Finnish- 
re la ted  sh a re s  In the Stock 
E x c h a n g e . All In a ll, we 
shou ld  prom ote the F inn ish  
image of always being reliable
and  tru stw orthy  in  all m a t­
ters. To me, being Finnish is 
an  added value," says Leino.

H e a d lin e s

News fro m  Finland
Finns reduce tobacco 

consumption more than 
other Nordic nations

Finland cut back on its consumption of tobacco 
at the end o f the 1900s more than the other 
Nordic countries.

Last year tobacco consumption was 40 percent 
lower in Finland than in 1970. In 1998, 25.1 per­
cent o f Finns were daily smokers, and the figure 
had gone down to 23.3 percent in 1999.

In Sweden, smoking has decreased by 49 per­
cent since 1970. However, the use of snuff has 
nearly doubled in the same amount of time.

The average Swede over the age of 15 smokes 
more than half a kilo of tobacco and uses nearly 
half a kilo of snuff each year, whereas the aver­
age Finn smokes about a kilo annually.

The figures are based on a study commissioned 
by Sweden's tobacco industry and conducted by 
the private statistical office Veca. The data con­
cerning Finland are from Statistics Finland and 
the National Public Health Institute. (HS)

Finland cheers release of 
Philippines hostages

Finland welcomed the release on Saturday of 
four hostages, including two Finns, held for four 
and a half months by rebels on the Philippines 
island of Jolo.

The Finns, Risto Vahanen and Seppo Fränti, 
were am ong 21 people kidnapped by Muslim 
rebels from a resort on the Malaysian island of 
Sipadan on April 23 and taken to the southern 
Philippines island.

The Abu Sayyaf rebels handed them over to 
government emissaries on Saturday along with 
the German Marc Wallert and Frenchman Step- 
hane Loisy. The group still holds two French 
journalists and a Filipino.

"The situation has all along been perhaps even 
more serious than we have understood,” Finnish 
foreign minister Erkki Tuomioja (SDP) told re­
porters by telephone from New York, where he 
was attending the U.N. millennium summit.

Tuomioja thanked negotiators who secured the 
release, especially those from Libya, which has 
played a key mediating role in the 20-week cri­
sis. Tuomioja said that while it seemed apparent 
that Libya had paid ransom, Finland had not.

"We don't have any exact knowledge (of this). 
If money has changed hands -  and everything 
undoubtedly suggests that it has -  we have not 
been asked and we have not contributed," he 
said. (R euters)

100 Finnish transport companies 
change names to avert problems 

with Russian customs
A bout 100 Finnish transport com panies in­

volved in road haulage in Russia have changed 
their names during the past year. The reason for 
the move is the black list kept by Russian cus­
toms authorities o f companies suspected of vio­
lating Russian regulations, mainly in the years 
1996-1997. About 150 Finnish road haulage 
firms transport goods to Russia.

"U sing the old name w ould m ean that our 
equipment might have been confiscated at any 
time in Russia," says Antti Seppälä, the manag­
ing director of Kiilo-Simeon. He notes that dur­
ing the past year, Finnish road haulers have had 
to pay a total of about FIM 4 million to gel back 
trucks that had been seized by Russian authori­
ties. The money involved has varied from a few 
thousand markkas to up to FIM 300,000. (HS)

Koivisto on 1981 dispute:
I would have resigned from 

Bank of Finland
Former president Mauno Koivisto says that he 

would have entered "politics" if he had been 
forced to resign as prime minister in the spring 
of 1981. In an interview with YLE Television 
broadcast on Sunday evening, Koivisto says that 
he would not have gone back to his post as gov­
ernor of the Bank of Finland.

As it happened, Koivisto held on to his office, 
and when president U rho Kekkonen resigned 
later that year for health reasons, Koivisto be­
came acting president, and was officially elected 
to the office in early 1982, an office which he 
held for two terms, until 1994.

In his interview Koivisto spoke about his con­
frontation with president Kekkonen. Koivisto 
did not say directly what his plans had been. 
However, he made it clear that if he had been 
forced to resign as prim e m inister, he would 
have resigned from the Bank o f Finland, and 
that he would probably have been a candidate in 
the following parliamentary elections. (HS)

Best grain harvest in a decade
Finland's grain harvest this autumn promises to 

be the best since 1990. According to information 
gathered in mid-August, this year's grain harvest 
should be about four billion kilos. In a normal 
year, the harvest is about 3.5 billion kilos.

More than 650 million kilos will be for bread 
grains: wheat and rye. Barley and oats are classi­
fied as feed grains.

A ccording to Hannu Pelttari, the m anaging 
director o f the state grain company Avena, the 
quality o f this year's crop is "reasonably good." 

This will be the first time in many years that 
Finland gets close to self sufficiency in bread- 
stuffs.

Esa H ärm älä, the chairm an o f  the F innish  
farmers' union, the MTK, says that it is easier to 
smile now than two weeks ago.

"Q uantitatively , the crop  seem s good on a 
national scale . Q uestions o f quality  are not 
known in detail yet, but the good weather o f the 
past week and a half has saved very much."

One reason for the expected large grain crop is 
the increase in land under cultivation. Another 
rea so n  w as the w ea th e r , w h ich  m ay have 
seemed cool and wet to holiday makers, but for 
growing grains, it was suitably warm and damp.

(HS)

Bits and pieces
Finland has surpassed the United States to be­

come the best country in the world in terms of 
competitiveness, but in terms of future competi­
tiveness Finland is seen as sixth, a survey by the 
World Economic Forum found. (H S)

Finnish spice and coffee house Paulig said it 
had bought a 20 percent stake in Europe's sec­
ond largest spice group, German Fuchs, for an 
undisclosed sum. (TS)

Drug use is increasing among Finnish youths 
and they are becom ing more tolerant o f nar­
cotics usage while drugs education is still rare in 
high schools and vocational institutes, a survey 
carried out in the spring found. (Hbl)

Finance M inister Sauli N iin istö  (C oalition) 
hopes that the collective wage talks this autumn 
will result in moderate wage increases and that 
the unions will take into consideration the tax 
cuts of some six billion markka proposed in the 
2001 budget. (Demari)
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Knights and Ladles of Kalevq 
will host a

Smorgasbord
Dinner

September 24th  
1 2 - 1  p.m.

at
K aleva Camp

Perry Road, Fort Pond 
Lancaster, MA

T ic k e ts  $ 6 .0 0  
C h ild re n  $ 2 .0 0

Finland ahead o f U.S. on  w ireless Internet
Appearing on the m ass m ar­

ket In Sweden and  F in land  
earlier this year, the first cel­
lu la r phones em ploying the 
Wireless Application Protocol, 
or WAP, were ham pered  by 
high costs , ergonom ic defi­
ciencies and simplistic appli­
cations. The devices' buttons 
are num ber-based and  their 
screens are difficult to read.

Finlandia Foundation-Boston Inc.

S ävele  Syrjälä  
S ch o larsh ip  Fund
Applications for a scholarship for a student of 

Flnnlsh-American heritage studying In the field of 
Journalism  an d /o r CommunicaUons 
for the year 2000 are avllable from:

Mrs. Edith Eash 
35 Pierce Rd. 

Watertown, MA 02472

Mrs. Vera Smith  
or 4 Meadowcroft Rd. 

Winchester, MA 01890

DEADLINE FOR RETURN: 
Nov. 30, 2000

Finland's Nokia, the world's 
largest cellular phone maker, 
took one step toward solving 
the  ease-o f-use  problem  by 
designing a roller for Its 7110 
model that works similar to a 
c o m p u te r  m o u se . The 
phones also memorize words, 
m ean ing  fewer key strokes. 
But the com pact screen still 
requires m uch navigation to 
complete a single transaction.

"There a re  no co lo rs, the  
screen is very small and the 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  sp eed  for 
these devices Is so slow that 
It's nothing really very compa­
rable to Web services that you 
get from the PC," said  Petri 
Mähönen, head researcher at 
th e  VTT W ire less  In te re n t  
Laboratory In Finland.

"The w ire le ss  In te rn e t  Is 
really  complex and we don 't 
really have the tools to do it 
y e t,"  he  s a id . "The m a in  
problem  Is not really In the 
WAP technology itself, but the 
m arketing people have creat-

$ 1 7
_  ^  plus $3.00 postage & handling

•  v S  9  (M ass, re s id en ts  m u s t also  add
904 s ta te  sa le s  tax)

F inn ish  lite ra tu re  h a s  alw ays 
favored sh o r t fiction . Indeed, 
some of F in land 's m ost Illustri­
ous writers have also been m as­
te r s  of th e  s h o r t  s to ry . T h is 
anthology offers examples of the 
b est s to ries w ritten  by F inn ish  
au thors between 1860 and 1970.

The writing styles display great 
v a r ie ty : from  A lek s is  K lvl's 
ro m an tic ism  to  Timo M u k k a 's  
stark  realism, from Ju h an i Aho's 
n a tio n a lis tic  p o r tra its  to Veijo 
Merl's globally universal a b su r­
dist stories, from the social real­
ism of Minna C anth to the hum or 
of V eikko H uov inen , from  the  
contemplative Toivo Pekkanen to 
the symbolist Ju h a  Mannerkorpi.

T h is ed itio n  of F innish  Short 
Stories c o n ta in s  ad d itio n s an d  
revisions to the two earlier edi­
tions (1982 and  1991). The col­
lection now Includes a detailed 
a n d  In fo rm a tiv e  In tro d u c tio n  
entitled "The Traditional Finnish 
Short Story, 1860-1970," written 
by K. Börje Vähämäki, co-trans­
la to r  w ith  In k e r i  V ä ä n ä n e n -  
J e n se n  ot th e  sto ries. He h as  
also made significant revisions to 
a num ber of the earlier stories. 
soft cover, 241 pages - *j.

Order from:
RAIVAAJA
P.O. Box 600

Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054

Special offer for new RAIVAAJA subscribers!
T h ree m o n th s  for e ig h t  b u ck s! Whether you read Finnish or English, 
RAIVAAJA will keep In touch with your roots, current Finnish American 
activities and events In Finland. Subscribe today!

Name __________________________________________________________

Address

Note: This offer Is limited to new subscribers In the U.S. only and expires 
on September 30, 2000. Regular USA subscription rates are $28.00 a year, 
$20.00 for six months, and $16.00 for three months. Send this coupon 
and your check payable to Raivaaja Publishing Company, P.O. Box 600, 
Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054.

ed too high expecta tions by 
promising to pu t the Internet 
In your pocket.”

The m ost widespread u s  so 
far for the wireless Internet Is 
en te rta in m en t an d  Inform a­
tion retrieval: gam es, horo­
scopes, new s h ead lines and  
stock Information.

B u sin esses  In E urope and  
on a more limited basis In the 
United S tates are Increasingly 
trying WAP; shipping com pa­
nies let custom ers track deliv­
eries via cellphone, and music 
stores and  even cinem as are 
offering mailorder purchases.

Many E uropean banks also 
have launched WAP services, 
b u t  th e s e  a re  p la g u e d  by 
security  concerns. Flnnlsh- 
Sw edish M erita N ordbanken 
says it overcam e those con­
cerns by using  Its own gate­
way -  bu t th a t requires a sep­
ara te  dlal-ln  procedure th an  
u s e r s  em p lo y  to  u se  th e  
Internet.

Matti Oivio, an  Internet spe­
c ia lis t for the  b a n k  In H el­
sinki said tha t using the ser­
vices are Indeed cumbersome: 
"If It's  h a rd  to s ta r t  to use , 
slow to use and  expensive to 
use , it 's  a w onder th a t an y ­
body uses It, b u t they do."

Oivio is am ong  th e  u se rs . 
He was sitting In a  restau ran t 
In Rom e re c e n tly  w h en  he 
realized he h ad  forgotten to 
pay for h is wife's plane tick­
e ts . He d ia led  In to  h is  a c ­
c o u n t a n d  tr a n s f e r r e d  th e  
money to the travel agent.

"At that point I didn't have 
any other access, since I w as­
n 't near a  desktop computer," 
he said.

It's easy for application de­
velopers In gadget-crazy Swe­
den  an d  F in land  to be op ti­
m is t ic  a s  th e y  w alk  dow n 
streets filled with people who 
appear to be talking to them ­
se lv e s  u n t i l  th e ir  m o b ile  
phone h ead g ear com es Into 
v iew  -  o r s ta r in g  dow n a t  
handsets while punching out 
missives using short message 
services, or SMS, technology.

M obile p h o n e  u se  fa r ex ­

ceeds desktop com puter use 
In Europe, particularly In the 
Nordic region. More th an  50 
percen t of a lm o st 9 m illion 
Swedes have a cellphone and 
th e  f ig u re  s k y ro c k e te d  to 
m ore  th a n  85 p e rc e n t  of 
F in land 's 2.4  million h o u se ­
holds.

Those phones, of course, arc 
Increasingly tied to the Inter­
net. The num ber of Net-capa­
ble mobile phone ow ners In 
western Europe is expected to 
surge In the next live years, 
rising  from 25.6 million last 
year to 285.6 million In 2005, 
according to M assachusetts- 
based Forrester Research Inc.

E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s  got a 
boost in  th e  m obile m ark e t 
from a Joint decision a  decade 
ago to adopt a uniform Global 
System for Mobile com m uni­
c a tio n s  th a t  allow s ce llu la r 
phones to be used throughout 
the region.

The United S ta tes lags way 
behind In the w ireless In ter­
ne t m arket. Only 37.5 p e r­
cent of Americans are project­
ed to have a ce llphone th is  
year, and  only 0.3 percent of 
tho se  w ould have access  to 
th e  In te rn e t ,  a c c o rd in g  to 
Forrester. a p

Minneapolis, MN
Choral Concert

M atti H yökkl, d ire c to r  of 
choral program s a t the Sibe­
lius Institute in Helsinki, will 
guest conduct a  chorus made 
up  of singers from all of Min­
n e s o ta 's  fo u r-y e a r co lleges 
and  universities on Sunday, 
November 19, 2 p.m., In Fer­
guson  Hall, Ted M ann C on­
ce rt Hall, 21 0 6  4 th  S t. S t., 
Minneapolis.

The 120-voice choir will per­
fo rm  a v a r ie d  p ro g ra m  of 
Finnish choral music, includ­
ing sacred and  secular works 
for mixed voices, m en 's an d  
women’s chorus and cham ber 
choir.

The event Is coordinated by 
K athy S altzm an  Romey an d  
sponsored by the Svran Cutler 
F in n ish  M usic Perform ance 
Fund. f a c a

Connecting Souls
Finnish Voices in North America

Edited by  Varpu Lindström & Börje Vähämäki

The thirty contributors invite you to share the humor­
ous, tragic, reflective, melancholy, and joyous poems 
and stories which make up this book. Their Finnish 
voices reverberate in their texts.
Finnishness, of course, manifests itself in a great many 

ways. Yet it always emanates out of the soul of the 
writer. C onnecting  Sou ls offers the reader opportunities 
to connect with other souls within and across geographic 
and cultural boundaries. A truly diverse and meaningful 
collection of what North American ethnic Finns have to 
offer.
so ft cover, 223 pages

$16 add $3 for postage & handling
(Mass, residents must also add 80 cents state sales tax)

Order from:
RAIVAAJA

P.O. Box 600, F itchburg , MA 01420-0054
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RAIVAAJA's 95th Anniversary Special
RATVAAJA's 95th Anniversa­

ry  Special will be pub lished  
on W ed n esd ay , S e p te m b e r 
27 th . Since RAIVAAJA Is a 
p ap er of Its re a d e rs  we are  
Inviting all of you to partic i­
p a te  in  the  c rea tio n  of th is  
special Issue. Why not send 
In yo u r reco llec tio n s ab o u t 
your connection to the paper?

P hotographs and  poem s are 
welcome, too.

T here  m u s t be m an y  o u t 
th e re  who In som e m an n er 
have partic ipated  In Raivaa- 
J a 's  e v e n ts  or c a m p a ig n s . 
You m ig h t be  a fo rm er 
Raivaaja employee or perhaps 
your p a ren ts  or g ranparen ts 
were connected  to Raivaaja.

May-be you are a more recent 
subscriber and would like to 
share your feelings and com­
m ents regarding this historic 
ethnic newspaper and Its role.

Please mall your m aterial to: 
Raivaaja, P.O. Box 600, Fitch­
b u rg , MA 0 1 4 2 0 -0 0 5 4  or 
email: ralvaaja@ netlplus.com

FINNISH LANGUAGE COURSES
Beginners class taught by Marita Cauthen 
ConversaUonal class led by Oiva Anderson

Beginning September 18, 2000  
Registration 6 - 7  pm  

Classes on Mondays 7 - 9  pm
for 10 weeks

Kaleva Koti
107 Mechanic St., Fitchburg, MA 01420 

For more Information contact 
Martha Kuokkanen at 978-874-2780 after 4:30 p.m. 

e-mall: mmkterve@yahoo.com

Monson, ME
Dance a t Farmers’ Club 

There will be a dance at the 
Finnish Farm ers’ Club, Route 
15, on S aturday , October 7, 
from  7 :3 0  to  1 1 :3 0  p .m . 
Veikko Honkala will play.

Finnish American 
Heritage Society

Canterbury, CT

New m em bers’ n igh t
O ur fo u rth  New M em bers’ 

Night has been set for Friday 
evening, Septem ber 22, a t  7 
p.m.

T h ese  g a th e r in g s  a re  
p la n n e d  fo r new  m e m b e rs  
an d  o th e rs  who wish to see 
o u r h a ll an d  find o u t m ore 
abou t FAHS activities on an  
informal basis. Previous ses­
sions have served a  very use- 
full pu rpose  in providing an  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  becom e a c ­
quainted with other m embers 
and  tou r th e  hall. Including 
our new addition.

Remember th a t you do not 
need to be a new m ember to 
a tte n d  th is  event. We Invite 
you to  jo in  u s  for lig h t r e ­
freshm ents and  a glimpse of 
what we do.

Tori
The annual Tori/Open Mar­

ket will be held on Saturday, 
September 30, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Finnish Hall In 
Canterbury. Finnish food will 
be served and m any varieties 
of goods will be for sale.

Come and  enjoy our biggest 
a n n u a l event! B ring friends 
and meet new ones. Do holi­
d ay  sh o p p in g  ea rly . Com e 
and taste  those Finnish deli­
cacies.

If you w ould like to a s s is t 
w ith se t-u p , sa les, park ing , 
raffle or clean-up, cedi Jackie 
Harjula a t 860-429-4152.

If you  w ou ld  lik e  to  h e lp  
w ith  food p re p a ra tio n , ca ll 
E ila  M äklpuro  a t  860 -4 2 3 - 
3854. We can  sell a s  m any  
lo a v e s  of p u l la  a s  we c a n  
make!

Fall barbecue
An addition to the FAHS cal­

e n d a r  th is  y ea r Is o u r Fall 
B arb ecu e  se t for S a tu rd a y . 
O c to b e r 14. N ote th a t  th e  
time Is 5 to 7 p.m.

The dinner will feature b a r­
becued beef, slow cooked for 
several h o u rs  on a  sp it an d  
basted with barbecue sauce.

O u r FAHS b a rb e c u e  crew  
w ill h a n d le  th e  b a rb e c u e  
d e ta il an d  p ro m ise  a n o th e r 
tasty  meal. Joan  Sommers, of 
V o lu n to w n , w ill c h a ir  th is  
event.

For those who wish to get in 
a  little dancing there will be 
taped  m usic  beg inn ing  a t  7 
p.m. following the barbecue.

FlnnConn

Kalenteri
CALIFORNIA

Sept. 22 -  SkandiFest, celebrating a Millenium of Viking Heritage, 
12 noon-8 pm, Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 N 
Broadway, Turlock. Info: 209-667-1452; e-mail skan- 
fest@sonnet.com

Sept. 23 -  SkandiFest continues, 9 am-B pm, Turlock.
-  'Sibelius -  The Man, The Genius,1 lecture by Dr Jeanne 
Doty, 4 pm, Norwegian Seamen's Church, 1035 S  Beacon 
St, San Pedro. For more info: 310-452-7667. Sponsored 
by LAFF, LBFF & the Norwegian Seamen's Church.

Sept. 24 -  SkadiFest continues, 10 am-4 pm, Turlock.
Oct. 2 -  California and Finnish Perspectives on Media Art, lecture

featuring professor Minna Tarkka, Medialab at the Univer­
sity of Art & Design Helsinki, and Norman Klein, UCLA 
Design & CalArts, 6 pm, 1473 Dickson Art Center, UCLA, 
Los Angeles.

Oct. 14 -  Scandinavian Festival 2000, 10 am-6 pm, MGM Plaza, 
2425 Colorado Ave, Santa Monica. Performers include 
Mesterilaulujat male chorus from Finland. Info 323-661- 
42734.

CONNECTICUT
Sept. 22 -  Finnish American Heritage Society's new members' 

night, 7 pm, Finnish Hall, 76 North Canterbury Rd (Rt 
169), Canterbury.

Sept. 30 -  Tori/Open Market, 9 am-3 pm, Finnish Hall, Canterbury.
Oct. 1 -  Finnish-American Heritage Society membership meet­

ing, 1:30 pm, Finnish Hall, Canterbury. Coffee 12:30 pm.
Oct. 14 -  FAH S Fall Dinner & Dance, 5-7 pm, Finnish Hall, 

Canterbury.
Oct. 21 -  FAHS Children's Halloween Party, 2 pm, Finnish Hall, 

Canterbury.
MAINE

Oct. 14 -  New England Suomi-Koulu, 10 am-12 noon, Waldorf 
School, Lexington. Info: www.finnish-schools.org/boston/ 
or 617-753-9377.

Nov. 3-5 -  Rnn-Funn Weekend, Sheraton Colonial Hotel and Golf 
Club, Wakefield. Sponsored by Finnish American Heritage 
Society of Canterbury (CT). For info, contact Anita & Jack 
Smiley, 42 Benjamin Rd, Preston CT 06365; e-mail smiley 
s.place@juno.com

MICHIGAN
Sept. 19 -  Finnweavers Workshop, 9 am, Finnish Center, 35200 W 

Eight Mile, Farmington Hills.
Sept. 30 -  Flea Market, 9 am-4 pm, Finnish Center, Farmington 

Hills.
Oct. 4 -  Finnweavers, 10 am, Finnish Center, Farmington Hills.
Oct. 7 -  Finnish Center Association Senior Citizen's Housing

Corporation's 25th anniversary celebration, Finnish Center 
Association Cultural Center, 35200 W Eight Mile Rd, 
Farmington Hills. Dinner 7 pm; dancing 8 pm-midnight to 
music by the Mike Wolverton Trio. Reservations (deadline 
Sept 30): 248-476-4577 or 248-474-3907.

Oct. 14 -  Rummage, pasty & bake sale, 9 am-2 pm, Finnish 
Center, Farmington Hills.

Oct. 15 -  Finnish Center Association Scholarship Reception, 3 
pm, Finnish Center, Farmington Hills.

MINNESOTA
Sept. 15 -  Finnish American Cultural Activities monthly meeting, 

7:30 pm, International Institute, 1694 Como Ave, St Paul. 
Program: 'Writing Your Family History' by Pat Eilola.

Oct. 13 -  Dance, 8:30 pm, Tapestry Folkdance Center, 3748 
Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis. Dance lesson at 7:30. Music 
by Minnesota Pelimannit. Info: 651-578-0156 or 612-722-

Sept. 17 -  Finnish-American Heritage Society of Maine monthly 
meeting, 2 pm, Heritage Center, Maple St, West Paris.

Oct. 15 -  Finnish-American Heritage Society of Maine monthly 
meeting, 2 pm, West Paris. Program: RAIVAAJA editor 
Marita Cauthen will speak about her work.

MASSACHUSETTS
Sept. 16 -  Annual Kaleva Fall Fair, 9 am-2 pm, Kalevaiset Lodge, 

Kaleva Rd, Littleton. Finnish baked goods, wooden crafts, 
grilled lunches, holiday ornaments. Info: 978-264-9044.
-  Finnish folk dance lesson for children, 2-3 pm, Finnish 
Center at Saima Park, 61 Scott Rd, Fitchburg. Participants 
to perform in AmeriCulture Arts Festival.

Sept. 17 -  Tori 2000, 10 am-3pm, Finnish Center at Saima Park, 
Fitchburg. A  fall festival of Scandinavian Arts & Crafts; a 
variety of unique gift items available; Clam chowder & hot 
dogs; concert by Fitchburg Military Band 12:30-1:30 pm.

Sept. 18 -  Finnish Language Course classes begin, Kaleva Koti, 
107 Mechanic St, Fitchburg. Registration 6-7 pm. Classes 
7-9 pm for 10 weeks. Beginners class taught by Marita 
Cauthen; conversational class led by Oiva Anderson. Info: 
978-874-2780 after 4:30 pm; e-mail mmkterve@yahoo 
.com

Sept. 19 -  Finnish Golden Age Club meeting, 2 pm, Finnish Center 
at Saima Park, Fitchburg.
-  Finnish-American Society of Capo Cod monthly meeting, 
7 pm, West Barnstable Community Building, Rte 149, 
West Barnstable.

Sept. 23 -  Dance, 7:30-11:30 pm, Finnish Center at Saima Park, 
Fitchburg. Music by Dori Wells Duo.

Sept. 24 -  Smorgasbord Dinner, 12 noon-1 pm, Kaleva Camp, Fort 
Pond, Perry Rd, Lancaster. Hosted by Knights & Ladies of 
Kaleva.

Sept. 26 -  Finnish Golden Age Club meeting, 2 pm, Finnish Center 
at Saima Park, Fitchburg.

Sept. 30 -  New England Suomi-Koulu Fall opening, 12 noon-2 pm, 
Kaleva Maja, Fort Pond, Littleton. Info: www.finnish- 
schools.org/boston/ or 617-753-9377.
-  Dance, 7:30-11:30 pm, Finnish Center at Saima Park, 
Fitchburg. Music by Dori Wells Duo.

Oct. 1 -  RAIVAAJA's 95th Anniversary Celebration, 2 pm, Saima
Park, Fitchburg.
-  Accordion Fest featuring Nils Lundin & his Roving Band 
of New England Accordionists, 2 pm, Sovittaja Park, 
Rutland. Refreshments & dancing.

Oct. 3 -  Finnish Golden Age Club meeting, 2 pm, Finnish Center
at Saima Park, Fitchburg.

Oct. 6 -  Annual Finn Night, Viking Club, 410 Quincy Ave,
Braintree. Dancing to music of Nils Lundin. Info, reserva­
tions: 781-659-2206.

Oct. 8 -  Finnish American Fine Art Exhibit, 11 am-5 pm, Finnish
Center at Saima Park, Fitchburg.

2914.
Oct. 14 -  Fall Festival, 10 am-1 pm, Finnish American Historical 

Society, Cokato. Info: 763-595-9188.
Nov. 19 -  Swan Cutler Finnish Choral Music Festival, 2 pm, Ted 

Mann Concert Hall, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 
Guest conductor Matti Hyökki to conduct varied program 
of Finnish choral music. Free admission. Info: 612-624- 
1069.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Sept. 17 -  Myllärit Karelian Folk Band concert, 4 pm, Lyme 

Congregational Church, Lyme. Info: 802-333-9598.
NEW YORK

Sept. 17 -  Finger Lakes Finns annual Fall Festival, 1 pm, Newfield 
High School, Newfield. Dish to pass dinner followed by 'A 
Tribute to Viola Turpeinen' by Richard & Helvi Impola with 
Bert Strömholm. Dancing till 5 pm.

Sept. 24 -  Mika Pohjola Trio, Cornelia Street Caf6, 29 Cornelia St, 
New York. Shows at 9 & 10:30 pm.

Sept. 30 -  Finnish War Veterans in America Annual Venison Dinner 
Dance, 6 pm, Lomala Hall, Rte 82, Hopewell Jet. Music by 
Hendela with vocals by Autio. Guest of honor: Harri 
Holkari, former prime minister of Finland. War veterans at 
no charge. Reservations: 203-438-1890, 914-897-5902 or 
jmkirk@attglobal.net

Oct. 13 -  Finlandia Foundation New York Metropolitan Chapter 
program evening, 8 pm, 6th floor, Central Presbyterian 
Church, 593 Park Ave at 64th St, New York.

PENNSYLVANIA
Sept. 17 -  Finnish American Society of Delaware Valley Fall Picnic, 

1 pm, Pavilion #7, Core Creek Park, Bucks County. Info: 
609-625-3464.

Sept. 24 -  Philadelphia Suomi-koulu, 1:30-3:30 pm, Swedish 
Museum, Philadelphia. Info about 4-6 age group, 215-579- 
1008; 7-12 age group, 856-427-9931; adults, 215-886- 
1478.

July 26-29 -  FinnFest USA 2001, Villanova University, Villanova.
Info: Phone 856-489-1594; FAX 856-489-1106; e-mail: 
mail@finnfest2001 .org; web site: www.finn fest2001 .org

TEXAS
Oct. 12 -  Finnish-American Society of Dallas/Fort Worth monthly 

meeting, 7:30 pm, Walnut Hill Lutheran Church, Royal 
Lane & Webb Chapel, Northwest Dallas.

VERMONT
Sept. 15 -  Myllärit concert, 7:30 pm, Chandler M usic Hall, 

Randolph. Info: 802-728-9878.
WASHINGTON

Dec. 2 -  Finnish Independence Day Celebration Dinner & Dance,
Mountaineers Club, Seattle. Info: 425-641-8724.

WASHINGTON, DC
Sept. 17 -  Finlandia Foundation National Capital Chapter Fall 

Opeing Concert featuring Diane Järvi, 2-4 pm, Embassy of 
Finland. Reservations: 703-684-8563.

Events subject to change without notice
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Place Your Personal

GREETINGS
In RAIVAAJA's

9 5 th  A nniversary Special!

The RAIVAAJA "95th Anniversary Special" will be pub­
lished on September 27. Please have your greeting In 
the oOlce by September 20. Thank you!
RAIVAAJA, P.O. Box" 600, Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054  
Fax: 978-343-8147 • e-mall: ralvaaja@netlplus.com

(If you prefer to use FAX or e-mail we can bill you)

ORGANIZATIONS
&

BUSINESSES!
Place a greeting in
RAIVAAJA's

9 5th  Anniversary Special

RATVAAJA's 95th  Anniversary Special will be pub­
lished on Wednesday, September 27, 2000. For more 
Information on advertising In the 95th anniversary 
Issue, contact Raivaaja today at tel. 978-343-3822 , 
fax 978-343-8147 or ralvaaja@netlplus.com

Below
Rollstone

H ill
Growing up in the Finnish Qurter of 

Fitchurg, Massachusetts
A historical novel by 

Paula Ivaska Robbins

Lured by promises of an easy life and wealth and pros­
perity not available in Finland, the Grönlund family 
immigrated to America and setteled in one of the Finnish 
neighborhoods of Fitchburg, Massachusetts. Aino, the 
second youngest in the family, narrates this fictional 
memoir of growing up during the early years of the twen­
tieth century. Aino, a headstrong, independent woman, 
soon finds that the world has many pitfalls as she moves 
from the relative safety of Fitchburg, to Finnish Harlem in 
New York City. Introduced to speakeasies and alcohol, 
and to young men, Aino contracts the dreaded syphilis. 
Her once sure life no,w has a great shadow cast upon it. 
soft cover, 130 pages

$12 95 P*us $3-00 postage & handling
*** * (Mass, residents must also add <65 state sales tax)

RAIVAAJA
P.O. Box 600, Fitchburg, MA 01420-0054

(D®imft©ff aft ©atom® IFaurDs
Finnish legacies in north central Massachusetts

T he F in n ish  C en te r  a t  S a lm a  
P a rk  Inc o j  F itchburg (MA) w a s  
a  p a r t i c i p a n t  In t h e  L o c a l  
L e g a c ie s  p r o je c t  o f  th e  A m e ­
r ic a n  F o lk l l j e  C e n te r  o j  th e  
L ib ra ry  o j  C o n g ress .

A s  p a r t  o f  th i s  p r o j e c t  th e  
F in n ish  C e n te r  a t  Safma P a rk  
p r e p a r e d  th is  n a rra tiv e  a b o u t  
F in n ish  A m erica n  h is to ry  a n d  
c u l tu r e  In th e  n o r th  c e n tr a l  
reg ion  o f  M a s sa c h u se tts .

Since It Is a  h is to r ic  d o c u ­
m e n t In Itself, th is  n a rra tiv e  Is 
b e in g  p r in te d  In RAIVAAJA as  
It w a s  s u b m it te d  to  th e  L ibrary  
o f  C o n g r e s s  b y  th e  F in n is h  
C en ter's  b o a rd  o f  d irec to rs .

In p re p a r in g  th e  n a rra tiv e  f o r  
p u b lic a tio n , h o w e v e r , w e  d id  
n o te  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  f a c t u a l  
e r r o r s .  We d i d  n o t  w a n t  to  
k n o w in g ly  p r in t  th i s  In a c c u ­
r a te  In fo rm a tio n  s o  th e r e  a re  
s o m e  I n s ta n c e s  w h e r e  s o m e ­
thing, m o s t o ften  a  y e a r , Is f o l ­
lo w e d  b y  so m e th in g  In b ra c k ­
e ts  (for ex a m p le : 1 9 0 5  11906J). 
O ur co rrec tio n  Is th e  Inform a­
tion In th e  b ra c k e ts .

We a ls o  w is h  to  s t a t e  th a t  
th is  n a rra tiv e  d o e s  n o t n e c e s ­
s a r i l y  r e f le c t  th e  o p in io n s  o f  
th is  n e w s p a p e r  o r Its s ta ff .

-  c o n tin u e s  f r o m  la s t  w e e k  -  

C h u r c h e s
The early Finns were pretty 

m uch Isolated from the rest of 
th e  co m m u n ity  b e c a u se  o f  
lan g u a g e  so  It w a s n atu ra l 
that they formed societies and  
g ro u p s  In w h ic h  m em b ers  
cou ld  a sso c ia te  w ith  others  
having kindred interests.

Many references to "Church 
Finns" and "Hall Finns" have 
b een  m ade d u r in g  d is c u s ­
sions at Finn Fests and other 
con feren ces w hen  reviewing  
the adjustm ent to life In the 
United States by Finnish Im­
migrants.

This broad classlclflcatlon of 
th e early  F in n s In A m erica  
a p p lie d  In F itc h b u r g , a l ­
though the degree of anim osi­
ty b etw een  th e grou p s w as  
l e s s  th a n  In so m e  o th e r  
Flnntowns, especially In those 
where labor conflicts Intended 
to Intensify the d ivision  b e­
tween the two camps.

It Is often said that "politics 
m ak e s tra n g e  b ed fe llow s."  
E c o n o m ic  c o n s id e r a t io n s  
often do the same; the trulslm  
of which w as proven by what 
h a p p en ed  am on g  the early  
F in n is h  F ltc h b u r g e r s . In 
1898  A am unkoitto (tem per­
ance), Salm a Society (labor), 
and the F innish  Evangelical 
L u th e ra n  C h u rch  d ec id e d  
that the only way they could 
m uster the finances to build a 
m e e tin g  p la c e  w a s  to  Join  
forces.

Two y ea rs  la ter a ch u rch  
w as d ed icated  on M echanic  
Street -  right on the edge of 
o n e  o f th e  h ea v ily  F in n ish

CORRECTION
Due to a typing error the 

length of the digital video­
tape "T raditions of C u l­
ture" m en tio n ed  In la s t  
w eek's Issu e  w as wrong. 
The correct length Is 120  
m inutes.

a r e a s  o f  th e  c ity  -  w h ich  
h ou sed  the E vangelical Lu­
theran church and the tem ­
perance society and the Labor 
Society  Salm a. This union , 
u n d ersta n d a b ly , In v iew  of 
the temper of the tim es, was 
not a h arm on iou s on e. Its 
survival prospects were about 
th o se  of a sn ow b all In Elm  
Street's H anna S aun a. But 
despite the discord among the 
original occupants, the Mech­
anic Street Church m u st be 
rem em b ered  a s  th e  f ir s t  
s tr u c tu r e  er e c te d  b y  th e  
Fitchburg Finns for religious 
and social purposes.

Following various squabbles 
over who could use the n on ­
chancel areas of the building 
-  and  w hen  -  p lu s  a cou rt  
a c t io n  b e c a u s e  so m e b o d y  
ch a n g e d  th e  lo c k s ,  th e  
church Anally purchased the 
sh a r e s  o f  th e  te m p e r a n c e  
society and of Salm a so that 
p e a c e  co u ld  re ig n  in  th e  
House of the Lord.

This church, now known as 
th e  M e ss ia h  L u th era n  
Church, has grown markedly 
In the size of Its congregation 
since those early days and Its 
well being Is attested to by Its 
splendid current home (1963) 
on the ou tsk irts of the city. 
The tem perance society, Aa­
m u n k o itto , f in a lly  b u ilt  a 
h om e for I ts e lf  on  G rove  
Street but b ecau se of dw in­
dling m embership and finan­
cial problem s, It term inated  
Its activity in the early thir­
ties. selling its budding to the 
F ratern a l Order o f E ag les. 
S in ce then  th e E agles have  
moved on and the Finn hall 
on Grove Street Is no more.

As has been pointed out, the 
M essia h  L u th eran  C h u rch  
congregation w as the first to 
estab lish ed  a place for wor­
ship for Its immigrant breth­
ren. A few years later another 
congregation, a group which  
had been m eeting In private 
h o m e s  an d  v a r io u s  o th e r  
p laces, a lso  gained  Its own  
house of worship, the Finnish  
Evangelical M ission Church, 
w hich Is now know n a s  the  
Elm  S tree t C o n grega tion a l 
Church.

The history of th is F innish  
church  is unique. Its orga­
n izer an d  p a sto r , the R ev­
erend Andrew Groop, cam e to 
Fitchburg from the C hicago  
Union Theological Sem inary  
to serve the Swedlsh-speaklng  
com m unity but was asked to 
become a m issionary minister 
preaching to the Finnish peo­
p le  In M a s sa c h u se tts .  He 
established a Finnish congre­
g a tio n  In th e  c ity  In 1 8 9 3  
even before he had solved two 
big problem s -  h is F lnnlsh- 
speaklng congregation had no 
permanent home and he, Rev. 
G roop, d idn 't re a lly  sp ea k  
Finnish! Although Groop had 
b e e n  born  In F in la n d , h is  
family was Swedlsh-speaklng  
and he, himself, had moved to 
Sweden when he w as seven ­
teen.

Andrew Groop w asted  little 
time In overcoming the handi­
caps. He mastered the Finn­
ish  language and purchased  
land on Elm Street which he

donated to h is congregation. 
The first service In the new  
church (which the congrega­
tion had constructed on this 
d o n a ted  land) w a s h eld  on  
C hristm as Day, 1904. And 
for the next forty years Rev. 
Groop was a very familiar fig­
ure In the Fitchburg Finnish  
community.

His visits to the hospitals to 
com fort the 111 and h is  help  
for the poor, carrying sacks of 
food w hich he had collected  
from the bakeries and other 
s o u r c e s  a lm o st  on  a d a lly  
b asis becam e legendary. He 
w as a beloved m an and the  
Elm  S treet C h u rch 's n am e  
reflected  th is . The ch u rch  
w a s know n  to all F in n s  a s  
"Groop's Church."

Probably reflecting on their 
con gregations' m em ories o f  
th e ir  c h ild h o o d  h o m e la n d , 
b o th  t h e s e  m ajor F in n is h  
churches purchased lakefront 
property for the u se  of their 
m em b e rs . T h is  p ro v id ed  
sum m ertim e living area and  
op p o rtu n ity  for recrea tio n , 
you th  cam p s, and  re lig iou s  
services.

R ecognizin g  th e ch a n g in g  
t im e s  an d  th e  in c r e a s in g  
n u m b e r  o f  "n on-F in ns"  In 
th e ir  c o n g r e g a tio n s , th e s e  
churches decided In the m id­
d le  o f  th e 2 0 th  ce n tu r y  to  
adopt English as the service 
language.

K a le v a
In ad d ition  to ch u rch  life  

and Involvement In the labor 
m o v em en t, th e  F lc h b u r g  
F in n s  a ls o  la u n c h e d  th e  
F itc h b u r g  lo d g e s  o f  th e  
Knights and Ladies of Kaleva. 
The p u r p o se  of th e  K aleva  
was to maintain an Interest In 
the Finnish language and cu l­
ture and to make their m em ­
bers conscious of their obliga­
tions to their new homeland. 
Both lodges were founded In 
1 9 0 8  -  th e  K n igh ts a s  th e  
2 4th  and the Ladles a s  the  
18th chaper of the nation al 
organization started 10 years 
previously In Belt (Montana).

P a n u n  M aja , a s the Knights 
lodge Is known, and K a n te le t­
ta re n  T lipa , the Ladles lodge, 
d id  n o t h a v e  a p erm a n en t  
h om e for th e  first e ig h teen  
y e a r s  b u t c o n d u c te d  th e ir  
m e e tin g s  In v a r io u s  s i t e s  
arou n d  th e  c ity . B u t th ey  
weren't com pletely h om eless  
all that time.

They purchased a "summer 
place" -  n am ed  th e K a le v a  
C a m p  — on  Fort P on d  In 
nearby Lancaster. The camp, 
with 300  feet of frontage on a 
sp r in g -fe d  la k e , g ave  th e  
Knights and Ladles an appro­
priate setting for various out­
in g s su ch  a s  p icn ics , f e s t i­
vals, and dances. An athletic 
field was cleared and a sauna  
was built.

T h ese  tw o K aleva lo d g e s  
b o u g h t a large  h o u s e  on  
M ech a n ic  S tr e e t  In 1 9 2 6  
which has been their meeting 
p lace ever s in ce  and where  
th e  two lo d g es  h ave s p o n ­
so r e d  a F in n ish  la n g u a g e  
course since 1968.

turn  to  LEGACIES p a g e 12
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Sports Roundup
by Harri S iitonen

N orm a B elden  singing, B ert Ström holm  a n d  N ils Lundin p la y ­
ing accordions. photo: Anja Laurila

A p e r fe c t  p a rty

Schum acher edges 
Häkkinen in tragic 
Formula One race

Michael Schum acher driving 
from the pole position finally 
w on  a g a in  at th e  I ta lia n  
Grand Prlx at Monza on Sep­
tember 10. In a race marked 
by death in a tragic accident. 
There was a seven car chain  
reaction  p lle-up  on the s e c ­
ond curve of the race killing 
Paolo Ghllimbertl, a track offi­
cial standing nearby. The race 
c o n tin u e d  w ith  15 c o n t e s ­
tants.

Mika Häkkinen was 12 sec­
onds behind at one point but 
c lo se d  In for se c o n d  p la ce  
3 .8 1  se c o n d s  b eh in d . Both  
top contenders David Coult- 
hard and Rubens Barrlchello 
w ere In volved  in  th e  ear ly  
race crash and couldn't con­
tinue.

Final standings were: 1) M. 
Schum acher/Ferrari, 2) Häk­
k inen  /M cL arenM ercedes, 3) 
Ralf Schum acher, and 7) Mi­
ka Salo. Thus Häkkinen still 
le a d e s  th e  F orm u la  O ne  
s e r ie s  b y  tw o p o in ts  over  
Schucmacher, 80-78.

Coulthard rem ains in  third 
place with 61 and Barrlchello 
In fourth with 49. Salo Is In 
tenth with six points.

Best of Finnish track  
talent seen at 

Kalevan Kisat 2000
Kalevan Kisat 2000  (Kaleva 

Games, annual Finnish track 
& field cham pionships) took 
place In Lahti, August 17-20. 
I was able to see the first two 
d ays o f the K isat, b u t then  
had to fly hom e. B ut I w as  
able to pick up the later re­
su lts via Internet.
The meet featured Finland's 

top hopefuls for the Olympics 
at Sydney. However, the star 
of the Kisat won't be able to 
go. He Is W ilson Kirwa, 26 , 
the Kenyan native w ho now  
lives In Lahti and com p etes  
for the city's h ost club Lah­
den Ahkera.

Kirwa won an  unprecedent­
ed three ru n n in g  ev e n ts  at 
L ahti's stad iu m : th e  m en 's  
400-m eter In 47:31, the 800M  
In' 1:50.39 and the 1500M In 
3:48.07.

Finns adore this personable 
sta r  w h o  th is  s e a s o n  h a s  
em erg ed  a s  th e  to p  800M  
runner in  Europe. U nfortu­
nately, sin ce he Is not yet a 
Finnish citizen he Is Ineligible 
to represen t F inland In the  
O ly m p ics , a lth o u g h  IAAF 
ru les allow  him  to do so  In 
th e  W orld an d  E u ro p ea n  
Championships.

A stron g con ten der for an  
O lym pic m ed a l In th e  50K  
racewalk was Valentin Kono­
nen, 31 , w ho breezed to an  
easy  20K victory at lah ti In

1:22:34, 7m lnutes 15 seconds 
ah ead  o f secon d  p lace Jan i 
L ehtinen . U nfortunately  for 
Finland, Kononen, a former 
w orld  c h a m p io n , p la n s  to  
retire from com petitive race­
walking after the Olympics.

I felt fortunate In being able 
to watch this classical stylist 
for the last time In com peti­
tion. There Is no one of h is  
c a lib e r  on  th e  h o r iz o n  In 
Finnish men's racewalking.

Since World Champion Sari 
Essayah retired, Finland has 
no wom en walkers who rank 
am on g  th e world e lite . But 
th e  w o m e n ’s  10K h ad  an  
exciting race between defend­
ing cham pion Outi Sillanpää 
and 18-year-old Iina M uino­
n e n , w h o  m ay  y et f ill E s- 
sayah's shoes In a few years.

S illa n p ä ä  led  m o st o f the  
w ay b u t  a b o u t tw o -th ir d s  
a lo n g , M u in o n en  p u lle d  
ahead and entered the stadi­
um  to win In 47:54.68 to Sil- 
la n p a a 's  4 8 :1 7 .3 1  se c o n d  
place.

World champion men's Jave- 
linist Aki Parviainen has had 
an excellent season  and won 
at Lahti w ith  8 4 .2 9  m eters  
(h e 's  b een  th row ing in  th e  
90M  range m ost of the se a ­
son). Matti Närhi was second  
(82 .56) and Harri Hakkarai­
nen third (81.71).

M ikaela  In geb erg  took  to 
women's Javelin (63.44), Taina 
Uppa, second with 60.81 and 
1996 Olympic champion Hell 
R antanen  third (57 .09 ). A l­
though Ingberg and Uppa are 
throwing well th is year they  
are not quite at the top on the 
world level when compared to 
Trine H attestad , Norwegian  
world record holder and oth­
ers.

Eduard Hämäläinen, former­
ly of Belarus, now a Finnish  
c it iz e n , ca m e b a ck  from  a 
long injury layoff and took the 
m en 's d eca th lo n  w ith  8 2 2 4  
points, barely nosing out Aki 
Heikkinen with 8188. Hämä­
läinen  is still of from h is old 
world class form which netted  
him a Finnish national record 
of 8730  in 1997.

Tila H a u ta la  h ad  a lread y  
been  picked for the Olympic 
tea m  in  th e  w o m e n 's  h e-  
pathlon so  she didn't compete 
In her premier event at Lahti 
w hich  w as won by S u san n a  
R a ja m ä k i w ith  a p e r s o n a l  
b est o f 6014  points followed  
by Annu Montell w ith 5931 . 
But Hautala was conspicuous 
at L ah ti in  se v e r a l s in g le  
events she was using to tune 
u p  for th e  O ly m p ics  p e n ­
tathlon. She was third In the 
women's high jump, the long 
Jump and the 100-M hurdles 
a s  well a s sixth  In the shot- 
put!

The m en's shotput suffered  
a se v e r e  b low  w h en  w orld  
class Mika Halvarl again tore 
h is  a c h l l le s  te n d o n  w h ile  
w a rm in g  u p  for an  ea r lier

co m p e tit io n . S o  h e  h ad  to 
k is s  h is  O lym p ic  c h a n c e s  
goodbye this time. Arsi Harju 
won at the k is a t  with 20.84m .

Finland's best long distance 
runner Annemari Sandell who 
had hoped to run the m ara­
th o n  at S y d n ey , h ad  b een  
shelved by Injuries for several 
w e e k s . B u t sh e  tr ied  th e  
5000M  at L ahti w h ich  sh e  
won In a slow 16:32.00, fight­
ing off a last m inute surge by 
Marla Söderström  In 16:32. 
57. Sandell's F innish  record 
in 50G0M Is 14:56.22 (1996). 
Sandell limped to the victory 
stand, so it looks like her sea­
son Is wrapped up.
An outstanding double win­

ner at Lahti w as Tytti Reho, 
who won the w om en's 800m  
In 2:03.59 and the 1500M In 
4:14.87. She had been a s e n ­
sation In the U.S. where she 
had com peted  for S outhern  
M ethodist u n iv ersity  in  the  
800M  In collegiate circles for 
several sea so n s. Penathlete  
w in n er  S u s a n n a  R ajam äki 
a lso  doubled  for the gold in 
the long Jump with 6.45M.

T om m i H a r to n en , lo o k ed  
good in winning the the Men's 
2 0 0 m  In 2 0 .7 6  w h ile  h a lf-  
F in n , h a lf-I ta lla n  M an u ela  
Bosco, 17, won the wom en's 
100M hurdles in 13.30.

H ohan M eriluoto took the  
m en's triple jum p  In 15 .97, 
n o t n e a r ly  a s  w e ll a s  th e  
1 6 .9 5  h e  d id  a t  T u rk u  on  
A u g u st 2 , w h en  h e a lm o st  
m a tch ed  P ertti P o u s l's  3 2 -  
year-o ld  n a tio n a l record  of 
17.00. He Injured h im self to 
boot at Lahti, so  h is Olympic 
shot went with It. Hell Koivula 
won the wom en's triple Jump 
with 12.92.

In th e  w o m e n 's  h am m er, 
F in n ish  record  h o ld er  Mia 
Ström m er (6 6 .3 7 )  d efea ted  
her top rival Sini Pöyry In the 
event, 6 3 .3 2  to 6 0 .8 0 . Olll- 
Pekka K arjalainen  took the  
m en's hammer with 78.52.

Berkeley, CA
M ovies to  b e  sh o w n  by  

UFKB&S Lodge 21 at Kaleva 
Hall, 2970  C hestnut St., from 
Oct.-Jan.

FALL HALL MOVIE SEASON 
IS HERE! All show s will be at 
2:30 p.m. on Sundays in Din­
ing Room area. Sm all d ona­
tio n  a p p r e c ia te d . R efre sh ­
m ents.
Sun., Oct. 8: A ctin g  O ur A g e , 

a 1987 hour documentary on 
older wom en creating m ean­
in g fu l liv e s  for th em se lv es. 
Featured am ong these women 
Is Irja Koski Friend, a lon g­
time member of the Berkeley 
F in n ish  co m m u n ity . M any  
may remember Irja's Kalevala 
study classes and her direct­
ing and acting as Louhi In the 
Kalevala Players productions 
of the mid 1980s. Directed by 
Mlchal Avlad, now a fllmmak-

ANJA LAURILA
VOLUNTOWN, CT

Like th e  m o v ie  "Perfect 
Storm" th is  g et-to g eth er  at 
th e  P a ch a u g -L a k e  c a n  be  
described as a "Perfect Party". 
The P u lk k in en  an d  S trö m ­
holm  fam ilies w anted to re­
v ive  th e  p a s t  tr a d it io n  o f  
Labor Day parties we used to 
have m any years ago.

The grou n d s o f th e se  two  
fa m ilies ' p ro p er tie s  are  an  
Ideal p lace to have a p icn ic  
w here everybody can  enjoy  
swim ming, sau na and m any  
kinds of outdoor games.

The h ostess families provid­
ed coffee, cakes, grills, char­
coal and  all th e trim m ings  
needed to make It fun. And of 
course, live m usic Is the one 
Ingredient a good party m ust 
h ave an d  N ils  L u nd in  and  
Bert Strömholm took care of 
that. We also had the prlv- 
lle d g e  o f  e n jo y in g  N orm a  
Beldens ever popular Swedish  
songs. Also Olavi Kurko en ­
tertained everybody with h is  
mandolin and songs.

er In Isr a e l, th e  v id eo  of 
course Is In English. It should  
be Insp irational to m any of 
ou r o ld er  m em b e rs  a s  It 
shows that aging Is no deter­
rent to creativity.

Sun., Nov. 5: R u k a jä rv e n  tie  
(A m b ush ), a 1 9 9 9  F in n ish  
film  starr in g  Peter Frenzen  
and Irina Björklund. It tells of 
the harrowing lives of a young 
army lieutenant and h is  b e­
loved, an army nurse, In the 
opening days of the C ontin ­
uation War. Directed by Olli 
Saarela, the film Is based on 
an Antti Tuuri novel and Is 1 
h o u r , 5 8  m in u te s  lo n g . 
S creen p la y  w a s by S a a rela  
and Tuuri. IT HAS ENGLISH 
SUBTITLES, an d  w a s th e  
m o st s e e n  film  in  F in la n d  
during the 1990s.

December: No films.

It was good to see about 70  
happy people together, gril­
l in g  h a m b u r g er s  an d  h o t  
dogs, enjoying many kinds of 
pot luck delicacies, swimming 
and sauna, kids playing darts 
and badmlngton. All ages of 
children  participated  In the  
d art g a m es a lon g  w ith  th e  
ad u lts , an d  at the end  you  
could see m any happy faces  
receiving their first, secon d  
and third prices.

S in g -a lon g  "erupted" w ith  
th e  fa m ilia r  S c a n d in a v ia n  
m usic and Bert acknowledged 
several b irthdays and a n n i­
versaries with the appropriate 
melodies.

A th ou gh t Is b ein g  e n te r ­
tained that we could continue 
th is  Labor D ay  tr a d it io n  
annually. If there are people 
w illing to h ost su ch  a party  
and work for the enjoyment of 
everyb od y , it w ou ld  r e a lly  
b rin g  a n ice  en d in g  to th e  
summer season.

The Stromholms and Pullkl- 
n en s proved again to be the 
best h ostesses and entertain­
ers, so we all truly enjoyed a 
"Perfect Party".

J a n . 7 , 2 0 0 1 :  G o in g  to  
K a n s a s  C ity , a 1998 Flnnlsh- 
C ana dian production starring 
Mikko N ou sia in en , M ichael 
Ironside and M elissa Galla- 
nos. Mikko Is a Finnish high 
school exchange student who 
thinks he's headed for the hot 
m usic scene of K ansas City, 
b u t In ste a d  e n d s  u p  o n  a 
farm In rural Kansas.

He gets along fine with h is  
high sch oo l p eers b ut ru n s  
in to  p r o b le m s  w ith  sm a ll  
town xenophobia am ong the 
adults. There Is an accidental 
murder in Mikko Is blam ed. 
But not to worry, you'll see a 
h app y en d in g . S ou n d  Is In 
E n g lish , b u t w ith  F in n ish  
su b tit le s . (H ow's th a t for a 
twist?) The film Is an hour 35  
m in u te s;  P eter M andart Is 
director.

VlUe Video
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LEGACIES

Since the Fitchburg lodges 
are c h a p te r s  of a n a tio n a l 
organization they cannot affil­
iate officially with any local 
group or soc iety , but m any  
Kaleva Individuals are m em ­
bers of the Finnish Center at 
S a lm a  Park. In 1 9 8 8  th e  
national Kaleva organization  
h o n o r ed  th e  F itch b u rg  
Knights and Ladles lodges by 
holding Its national conven­
tion, commemorating Its 90th  
anniversary. In Fitchburg.

(L abor) S o c i e t y  S a lm a
Although m uch of th is a c ­

count Is about the influence 
of Salm a Park, an apprecia­
tion of the early years of the 
o r g a n iz a t io n s  in vo lved  in  
developing th is  recreational 
and educational place should  
en ch a n ce  u n d erstan d in g  of 
Its effects on communal life.

Like o th e r  Im m igran t  
groups, the Finns were Isolat­
ed from the rest of their com ­
munity because of their total 
unfamlliarlty with the English 
language. Therefore, It w as  
natural for them to form soci­
eties with others with shared 
Interests. One group result­
ing from this desire w as the 
(Labor) Society Salma, which 
was formed In 1894.

B ecau se m ost of the early  
members shared a strong be­
lief In unions and labor orga­
nizations In general, the advo­
cacy of demoncratlc socialism  
and, through membership In 
the Finnish Socialist Federa­
tion, a sh ow  of support for 
the American Socialist Party 
se e m e d  a lo g ic a l p o lit ic a l  
stance to them.

Consulate General 
of Finland

866 United Nations Plaza 
Suite 250

New York, NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 750-4400  
Fax: (212) 750-4418  

E-mail:
flnconny@ix. ne tcom .com
Please visit our web site at 
www.flnlanrtnyc.org for

InformaUon on our services, 
Finnish events In the 

New York area and general 
InformaUon about Finland.

f r o m  p a g e  10

In her b ook, T h e  F in n is h  
Im p r in t , Dr. Liisa A. Liedes 
says this about the founding 
of the Labor Society Salma: 

"The Idea of Salma was con­
sidered In the minds of Immi­
grants w ho u n d erstood  the  
meaning of labor, toll and the 
dally struggle of earning a liv­
ing. In the beginning Salma 
had one Issue -  the worker... 
who as an Immigrant had to 
m ake h is  w ay th rough  u n ­
charted territory of h is New 
Homeland, facing m uch diffi­
c u lty , m u ch  n e g le c t ,  an d  
often, m uch ab u se . To the  
Immigrant worker. Salma be­
came the mother, the father, 
the hom e and the ch ildren, 
the center toward w hich  he 
cou ld  lean  w hen  th e go in g  
became tough. Salma became 
the community center for the 
fa m ily  th a t lo n g ed  to  Join  
other families In sharing lives, 
Ideas, work and fun . It b e­
came the educational center, 
th e  a m u se m e n t p a rk , th e  
social club for the Immigrant 
needing and w anting to u n ­
d e r s ta n d  h is  ow n  w orth . 
S alm a b ecam e an  id eo lo g y  
and cause for the Immigrant 
who had no other Ideology or 
who had abandoned old val­
u es and cau ses in search of 
new ones....Often the picture

p a in ted  o f the ear ly  Im m i­
g ra n ts  Is th a t  o f  r o u g h , 
rugged, hardworking, tough- 
skinned, uneducated  people 
form ed earth y  ex p e r ie n c e s  
and harsh terrain. All this is 
true; It Is a part o f the p ic­
ture, but not all of It. There 
Is another side to these imml-

THE FINLANDIA 
FOUNDATION

Metropolitan Chapter, In . 
Meetings every 2nd 

Friday of the month from 
October through May.

CENTRAL
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
593 Park Ava & 64th SL, NYC

Mailing address for 
information 

P.0. Box 2590 
Grand Central Station, 
New York, N Y  10163

grants; the side that Is woven 
of tender strands of love and  
sensitivity, humanity and car­
in g , In te llig e n c e  an d  w it. 
Salma h as exemplified all of 
these qualities, and has erect­
ed through her very existence 
a m on u m en t to th e F nn lsh  
Americans In New England.”

After working out of a partly 
owned ln-town building for a 
few  y e a r s , In 1 9 0 5  11906)  
Salma Society moved Into Its 
own new quarters In the city 
complete with a 700 seat au ­
d ito r iu m  (w ith  rem o v a b le  
seats), a well equipped stage 
for theatrica l perform ances  
and concets, m eeting rooms, 
a small library, a kitchen, and  
dining area for all social activ­
itie s. The b u ild in g  becam e  
known as Salma Hall.

The s o c ie ty 's  n ew  h om e  
teemed with activities -  con ­
certs by b and s, orch estras, 
and ch oru ses, folk dancing, 
poetry read in gs, o p ere tta s , 
and sh ort ta lk s on  cu rren t  
subjects. Drama groups with 
p rofession a l d irectors w ere  
common, and a full-time dra­
m atics director w as u su a lly  
hired s in ce a p lay w as p er­
formed almost every Saturday 
night.

O ften g u est d irectors and  
p erfo rm ers from  F in la n d  
cam e to a u gm en t th e lo ca l 
c a s ts , and frequ en tly  there  
were exchan ges of play p er­
formances with other Finnish  
dram a grou p s In New E n g­
land and New York City.

In addition, the best Finnish  
classics, folk plays, and con ­
tem porary p la y s  w ere p r e ­
se n te d  a s  w ell a s  F in n is h  
translations of popular Ger­
man and Viennese operettas, 
su ch  a s  "The Merry Widow" 
and "Countess Marltza."

M iriam  L eh to , w h o  w a s  
active both as an actress and 
a d irecto r  In th e  S a lm a  
Drama Club for four decades, 
reports that "non-professional 
eth n ic  com m u n ity  th ea ters  
were u n iq u e to the F in n ish  
grou p s, In New E ngland  at 
le a s t ,  w h ich  h ad  s u c h  an  
ongoing structured  program  
for p rod u ctln g  p la y s  In Its 
native tongue."

A ttendance at the p lays at 
S a lm a  H all w a s a fa m ily  
affair; children were admitted 
free and occupied the first few 
rows. Plays were presented  
almost every Saturday during 
th e  w in te r  s e a s o n . The  
dram a clu b  had a fu ll-tim e  
paid director which resulted  
In a new play once a month. 
These productions, p lus Inter­

c h a n g e d  p la y s  w ith  o th e r  
Finnish com m unity groups In 
New E n g lan d , a s su r e d  th e  
m em bers the opportunity to 
"go to th e  theater"  a lm o st  
weekly. The average adm is­
sion  In the 'twenties was 40  
cents.

Salma's dramatic group was 
o rg a n iz ed  on  p r o fe s s io n a l  
lines: a director, set designer, 
w a rd ro b e m is t r e s s ,  p ro p s  
chairman, stage hands, and a 
p rom p ter . (The la s t  m e n ­
tio n e d  h a s  s in c e  d ep arted  
from the theater In America.) 
P la y s  p ro d u c ed  In c lu d ed  
Finnish classics, translations 
of Shakespeare, Ibsen, Gilbert 
an d  S u llivan , op eretta s, as  
well as contemporary Finnish  
dramas and comedies.

In addition to th is very a c­
tive theatrical program, m usic 
w as an Important part of the 
cu ltu ra l and en terta in m en t  
o ffe r in g s  w h ich  th e  S a lm a  
Society enjoyed. Salm a had  
a n  e x c e l le n t  b a n d  an d  a 
m ix ed  c h o r u s  w h ich  o fte n  
performed at social functions. 
T hese groups served a dual 
purpose -  as did the dramatic 
club -  since It gave people a 
chance to pursue their hobby 
or Interest and It provided the 
a ttr a c t io n  on  v a r io u s  p r o ­
grams sponsored by the soci­
ety.

The mixed horus was u sual­
ly a part of a m ultiple feature 
program, but It w as also the 
so le  a ttraction  for con certs  
now and then. It always sang  
at the annual Summer Festi­
val. The Salma Band, which  
norm ally num bered from 25 
to 35 m u sician s, som etim es  
p layed  a co n cert at S a lm a  
H all on  th e  rare S a tu rd a y  
nights when no play was pre­
se n te d . S o m e tim e s  it a p ­
p ea red  on  s u c h  o c c a s io n s  
Jointly with the choral group.

M ost o f  th e  fu n c t io n s  of 
S a lm a  S o c ie ty  m e n tio n e d  
th u s far were held at Salm a  
Hall. But It should be noted  
that som e type of activity was 
carried on concurrently -  with 
s e a s o n a l  l im ita t io n s  -  a t 
S a lm a  Park. W hen S a lm a  
Hall was sold (1957), the Park 
b e c a m e  th e  s it e  o f  a ll th e  
society's activities. For a few 
years the production of plays 
co n tin u ed  b u t d im in ish in g  
Interest In Finnish dramatics 
p lu s  th e In adequacy o f  th e  
su m m er h a ll h a s te n e d  th e  
end of the dramatic program. 
(The stage was sm all and the 
backstage area was practical­
ly  n o n e x is te n t) .  The la s t

plays at Salma Park were pro­
duced In 1961. Among these 
was The D ia ry  o f  A n n e  F rank.

The S um m er F estiva l h a s  
been  an  an nual affair sin ce  
1905  |1 9 0 7 ) . For four d e ­
cad es It w as rotated am ong  
the Finnish societies In Fitch­
b u rg , G ard n er , M aynard , 
W orcester, and  Q u in cy  b ut  
s in c e  W orld War II th e  
S um m er F estiv a l h a s  b een  
only at Salma Park.

It has always been a two or 
three day event w ith a field  
day, or carnival, an a tm o s­
p h ere o f  d a n c e s , d ram atic  
performances, speeches, poet­
ry r e a d in g , m u s ic , an d  a 
track m eet. In earlier years 
the Salm a Band was on hand 
to g ive  a c o n c e r t . In th e  
'tw e n tie s  an d  'th ir t ie s  th e  
Summer Festival drew crowds 
up to 3 ,000  and 4 ,000 people. 
Today's attendance is about 
800 to 1,000.

In addition to the Sum mer 
F estiv a l, an  early  trad ition  
w h ich  w a s ob served  Is th e  
c e le b r a tio n  o f M idsu m m er  
(June 24th), also referred to 
a s  J u h a n n u s ,  or St. Joh n 's  
D ay. T h is day, w h ich  Is a 
national holiday In Finland, 
starts with a bonfire the night 
before. Locally the object to 
be burned was a "tower" of six 
or seven wooden barrels piled 
o n e  on  top  o f  th e  o th er  
arou n d  a h evy  p o le  In th e  
middle to hold them In place. 
This w as a great evening for 
the children who were thrilled 
watching the blazing pyre and 
the scores of fireflies zooming 
about.

This holiday Is still observed 
at S a lm a  Park b u t s tr ic ter  
regulations to limit fire d an ­
ger have caused the cancella­
tion of the bonfire. But m usic 
and dancing and, of course, 
coffee and Finnish style good­
ies are still with us.

In the 1920's Salma Society 
had a bitter struggle against 
le ft is t  e x tr e m is ts  (C om m u­
nists) trying to take control of 
b oth  It an d  R aivaaja . The 
s o c ie t y  p re v a ile d  an d  r e ­
m a in e d  a ff il ia te d  w ith  th e  
American Socialist Party. In 
1937 [1936] It becam e d isen­
c h a n te d  w ith  th e  ex tr em e  
p o sit io n s  taken  by th e ASP 
and severed all connections to 
It. Today the Finnish Center 
has no political connection, a 
continuation  of the policy of 
Its predecessor, FACS.

to  b e  co n tin u ed

Wanted:
Full-time m inister  

to serve 97-year-old  
Finnish Lutheran Congregation  

in New York City

Requirements: Ability to speak Finnish and 
conduct service In the Finnish language and 
Lutheran tradition. Ability to speak, read, 
and write English Is also helpful. This posi­
tion requires a minimum three year commit­
ment. Salary is negotiable. Living quarters 
are provided.

For consideration and complete details 
please contact:
Alpo Niskanen 

[church council president) 
7 1 8 -8 9 2 -2 7 1 2

“Welcome Home “
Summer is over and our fall schedule is starting on

September 17, 2000, at 3 PM.

106 East 86th Street
Officiating will be Pastor Juhani Peltonen and Pastor Tarja Koskela

Church services will be held on the first and third Sunday o f each month, until 
further notice or special events. Coffee hour after every service.

Everyone is cordially welcome.

New York Finnish Lutheran Congregation
Further information or to be added to our mailing list contact:

Alpo Niskanen (718) 892-2712

http://www.flnlanrtnyc.org

