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bessary in-submitting
Kuansas to the public. A
pelled him to the task, and
lan under the belief that his
“and participation in much of
| advantages over other writers
‘ M

M8 preface to make an elabo-
BWhat is written is offered
W, and a fair record of the
does not claim to be impar-
nor would he regard such a
ble in any ofher person ; yet he
tlons could neither induce him to
o do o friend more than justice. The
plicate the truth of all that is written ;
one generous mind which, with the lights

i
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s would fueline to charge the author with per-
| B donbtor know that the author, while he
bpond apinion of all good men, would rather thus
tod, than purchase a doubtful reputation for impar-
saoritios of & trathful record. The common




Iy PREFACE.

trick of authors who lack independence, is, to compound ]
between ¢ God and mammon,” and, in steering exactly be-
tween two opinions, to claim all the virtues, and exemption
from all the vices, of both. Such a course the author does ,
not desire to imitate.

In this narrative there is a faithful record of all the im-
portant documents, and the opinions of both sides have
been given on many important points, although the design
was to have a connected narrative, rather than a collection

and Indian Reserves
_ Missions —Slavery Intro-
satlon — Federal Appointments —

of statements. In the biographical sketches contained |
in the work the writer has treated the leaders on both
gides with that close scrutiny which is the public right as 3 )
regards public men. A perusal will probably exonerate | APTER I1.
from the charge of “puffing;” and if some friends regard
their handling as rather ““candid,” let them know that it
was, at least, without malice.

" FIRST INVASION,

sod Attack — Border Ruffians— A Warning
A Rotreat— A Sharp Joke— Bogus ¢ Nig-

In descriptions of the battles, gkirmishes, and other strik- ,

APTER III.

BLEOTION — BLUE LODGE.

of Reoder — Flenniken — Whitfield
Taodgo operates in Missouri as well

! Prlends in Missouri— A Cross Hxam-
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ing incidents, great pains has been taken to have the out-
lines and the facts correct, and to make the picture as
true to nature as possible. As it was the design to give
a history of the struggle, rather than a condensation or
collection of outrages, very many important and outrageous :
OHAPTER IV.

SMANT ELECTIONEERING TRICK.

Abstrnot  Domocracy — Simon Pure Know-Nothing — Another
petlonsering with Indians goes —Slavery Bstablished by Missouri
Judgos — Slavery Vindicated, + o « ¢ o« o ¢ o oo b3

occurrences have been necessarily omitted.

Finally, reader, after having perused it, criticize, and §
censure it as much as you think you conscientiously can.
In the history thus submitted, the privilege of judging men
and things has been too freely exercised to be grudged ¥ CHAPTER V.
THE MARCH ELECTION.

Population = Old-fashloned Plonoors — Modern Pioneers — Squatter
ity == The Consus — The Election —The Men Elected — The Fraud

to any careful reader by

TeE AUTHOR.



bt | CONTENTS.

CHAPTER.VI.

WHAT KANSAS AND MISSOURI THOUGHT OF IT — PROTEST — MAY
ELECTION.

Kansas to be «“kept Conquered ” — Lynching of Phillips— Death of Clark —
Proceedings in Missouri— Free Press and Speech Tabooed — The Pulpit

under Censorship— An Original Specimen on the Stand — Parkville Presg
thrown into the Missouri,’s . &+ & « & o » & . . S A G B

CHAPTER VII.
THE BOGUS LEGISLATURE.

Missouri Wars on Reeder —Legislature Meets — Legal Members Ejected,
July 4th— Legislation —Laws relative to Slave Property — Election of
Loeal Officers— Bogus Legislature help Themselves — Federal Courts pro-

nounce in Fayor of Bogus Laws in Advance — A Memorial — An Office-secker
on the Stool of Repentance, . . . > i 140 g el

—

CHAPTER VIII.
REEDER DISMISSED —— SHANNON APPOINTED —BIG SPRINGS CONVEN-
TION.

The Kxeuse — Shannon — His Reception and Speech — The People Murmur—
The State Movement — Reeder nominated for Delegate — His Acceptance
and Speoch — Resolutions — The Platform,. . . . . . ... ... .114

CHAPTER IX.
THE TOPEKA CONSTITUTION,

The First Topeka Convention — A County Seat Election — October Eleetion —

The Constitutional Convention — The Constitution — Sketches of the Topeka
I s 5 T NS MRS RN S N o

CHAPTER X.
PAT LAUGHLIN —— PARDEE THE MARTYR — LAW
VENTION,

AND ORDER CON-

Pat’s Convorsion — Ilis Zeal — His Repentance — Death of Collins— Atehisen
— Border Ruffian Story — Law and Order in Leavenworth — The Governor
as a Popular Delegate— Law and Order Speeches — Bogus Laws to be
Enforced, . . ol ea e e LN A T AN

CHAPTER XI.
RESCUE OF BRANSON.

Origin of the Difficulty — Murder of Dow — Flight of the Murderer — Meeting
at Hickory Point — A Plot— Jones enters the Territory with Coleman — A

CONTENTS. .

w=Ilig Threats — The Rescue —
151

anan_d‘ﬂsc...-..-...

TER XTI
WA — PREPARATIO

nor Amists — Milit Opders < Proclamation
’ — i in the Field, . . 162

:
IR SIEGE.

d Defence— An

“Bharpe’s” Rifles

pn of Blood” —

B ¢ o 174

o . " :

RUFFIAN CHIEFS.

- I‘ Ruflian Chief — Careful Guard and

A Vermonter — A Journey — Another

Pomeroy — The Return —How we swam
IR e

RS 8 & s o 0 o o o

APTER XV.
‘ = DEATII OF BARBER.

ol Ineldent — A Spy — Indians offer their
e Ladies of Lawronce—Jones as a
of Barber, « . . . . . -203

avl.

OR-MAKERS.”
up — In Trouble — A Cautious Colonel —
ends — The Ghost of Banquo — Negotiations —
b What they treated about — ¢ Militia ” Disbanded
= Broaking up of the Invading Camp — The Gover;};;
him,”

OHAPTER XVII.

B e e & o

MOBBING THE BA LLOT-BOXES.

of War = Frulta of the War — Tho Peace Banguet — Volunteers

Yote on the Btato Constitution - ¢ Emigration” 01‘; lthe
r Heroes — An Attack — Successful —
Boverelgnty ” Plan —Two

5 rder 8 hes — Fears
Bae Threats = * Militia” Disbanded — Law and Order peec. e

LIS Attack, . < . o - oo




VIII CONTENTS.

—
%
5}

CHAPTER XVIII.

SKIRMISH AT EASTON.

ol ? — A ¢ Law and
Dengoons get in Trou-
Liberated, . 320

Election Forbidden in Leavenworth — Held at Easton — Voters Molested ani
Polls Threatened — An Attack — A Rescue — A Fight — Taken Prisoner
Death of Capt. Brown — Nominating Convention Hlection, i e 8 5

o ! 7 = Alliance be-
HAPTER XIX. Mho Prisoners —

STATE LEGISLATURE— DRAGOONS — SHERIFF JONES SHOT. ok on Prairie
Treason — President’s Poclamation — Response to it — Assemblage of the Legs -0 ]hﬂ;hl;
islature — Governor’s Speech — Committee of Congress — Attempted Arrests ¢ ¢
—Dragoons under Orders of Jones — Military Correspondence — Arrests
The ¢ Assassin” — < Passin’ Resolutions” — A Trick Suspected — Missou

Indignant — Outrages not mentioned by Authority —The War Begun, . 248

CHAPTER XX. ”

an, or the Want of One —
the Bpheres” — Bvacuation
MARSHAL DONALDSON DECLARES WAR. ‘e ho i i

S A
B s o o o

Missouri receives Allies — A Couple of Deputies — A Marshal — A Federa
Court in Kansas — An Indictment against Mortar, Iron, and Paper — At-
tompt to arrest Reeder — Gov. Robinson starts for the East — His Capture
= Reeder's Flight — Committee leave Lawrence — Proclamation — Protests
— Proposals for Defence Overruled — A New Committee of Safety — A
Threatening Lotter — Adventures of Free-State Men — Further Correspond-
ence — Arms Taken — Murder of Jones — Death of Stewart,

IR XXVI.

SANTIAL — CAMPAIGNING IN THE
FREEDOM,

Capt. Brown — Whitfield’s Invasion
s = The March on Hickory
CHAPTER XXI. ‘

mp - wod his Fellow-prisoners
O R ' 'lhelr honor ” — Cantral
' The Dragoons —The To-
The Advanced Guard — Arrests — Reinforcements — Another Appeal — A
Demand — A Surrender — Law and Order Speeches — The Alliod Army enter |

2R

B ., . . . . .306

Lawrence — Printing Offices Destroyed — Hotel Bombarded and Burned —
Wholesale Plunder — Pro-slavery WMeraion, . ‘s \»' e o SRR TS O

ST

IR XX VII.
CHAPTER XXII _ OF OSAWATTOMIE.
% Diagoons — What the Dragoons Did —Attalef on
Betront — ¢ Holding Out” against the Abolition-

N L B IT0
IS 8 S ¢ 6 o o o O

GUERILLA WAR ~— THE DRAGOONS — LAW AND ORDER IN LEAVEN-
WORTIL.

Atchison passes through Lawrence — The Box Hoax — Pro-slavery Testimony
— Guerilla War — ¢ Burning” of Bernhardt — The Governor Victimized —

Dragoons called out— Potawattomie Affairs— A Notice— Law and Order
Arrests, . .

40BAPTM{XXVHL
A OHAPTER OF OUTRAGES.

e A Warning = Law and Order Operations on the
1 " 2,

o M, Badloy’s Statement — C. H. Bmlc.)w s

Iwin's Blatemeont — A Fearful Letter — Missouri River

s el L e L e e e tiie o IS LRIRCRAS T Ce
CHAPTER: X' XITl:
CAPT., WALKER — THE GOVERNOR ON SHARPE’S RIFLES.
Price on a Free-State Man’s Head — The Alarm — The Mouster -— The Attack

o
B 8 s 8 8 8 s ¢ o0 TR e s e




x CONTENTS.

CHAPTER"XXIX,
DISPERSION OF THE LEGISLATURE.

for the Fourth — Federal Troops supersede the Ruffians— A
Proc] on — Legislature Convenes — Military Correspondence — A Reso-
Mition — A String of Proclamations — Troops enter Topeka — Both Branches
»ef ke Legislature Dispersed — Troops Retire, o s . . . . . . .. . .399

CHAPPER XXX
CEOSING CHAPIER ON THE STATE OF CONQUERED KANSAS,



' ) e
18 THE CONQUEST OF KANSAS. DUCTORY CHAPTER.

o o feaction of what they are, beggars
o deprive them of the power of selling
o0 them to the acute point of misery
nuisanco in the society they thus ob-
i Id contemplate the extradition
. further west,
L xpose them so

thrown in con-

pl’epured to

enough to own a nigger, or take care of him if they had him.
1§ these preachers who tamper with them. They believe evé
thing they say.”

Does not this out-Jesuit Jesuitism? T only mention these fa
in this connection to show the means used to rob Kansas fif
freedom, and that the first step in the conguest was done uni
the shadow of the banner of the Prince of Peace. I would men
exhibit the point of all this by stating that when the treaties W
arranged, a*year and a half ago, the portion of the funds de
cated to religious uses fell into the hands of this Methodist M
sion; the Quaker and Baptist Missions, in the same localil
which had also labored long in the field of Shawnee heathenis|
were left out. Perhaps this was becauseit was conceived &
the positions of these bodies would sustain the more republie
theory of religious support, — on the voluntary principle ; perha
because the agent was a pro-slavery man, and, in point of fact,
Missourian.

In the full of 1853 the plot for the conquest of Kansas m
tured. 1In the struggle which ensued, the breach of faith with ¢
Indians was comparatively lost sight of. It required no spirit @
divination to foresee that, in opening the territory to a white poj
ulation, the semi-barbarous occupancy of the finest lands by th
Indians would inevitably terminate in some manner. T do nd
know whether the originators of the Kansas Nebraska Bill cof
templated an amalgamation of the whites and Indians, to vig
dicate the faith of treaties and the progress of American eciy
ilization westward. If so, it was a blunder. Some fow of
the more intelligent and industrious Indians may be absorbe
in the population of Kansas, but the great mass can’neithe
use nor be used by civilization. There is no honorable escan
from the dilemma in which the Kansas Bill places these matte
To leave the tribes on closely-guarded reserves would be a ste]
eminently prejudicial to the best interests of a civilized commu
nity, and would be unjust and inhumane to the Indians them:
selves. To permit them to hold farms in individual occupaney;
and thus merge and sink their tribe in the community, although
the most just arrangement, would soon, in the progress of whiskey

| Ll

J_ 3 grave and
strife has
speal fo the intel-

jee the Territory of Kansas'
‘ been conclusively shown by
) pemove the unforeseen obsticles
B Mich a scheme. If further evi-
B8 obtained from the testimony of
ingf low, while under oath before
d puch “was the design of
y rominded of the polit-
" portors of that measure
Sealoined, © That was all
B stated that such were not
MW, but that the executive, and
b understood it, and added, that it
smigration from Western Missouri
« guostion, e also states that it was the
Sooletios that first threw doubt upon the
thereby cansing trouble. But, to a question
o adwitted that the influx of any 1'x't:c-st:1jce
o produou the same result, let them come in
onusod troublo,
W lightost doubt but such is the true stateof the
policies of the free and slave states are so opposite
thoy eould only triumph over each other to the so




20 THE CONQUEST OF EANSAS. DRY GHAPTEL. 21
serious detriment of the defeated party, that the expedient g
viting them to settle their respective claims on the soil of a f
empire, in dispute, is madness, and preéminently stupid.
simply a reference of the case to fraud and violence; for
ligent and impartial popular voting can ng more decide o | torritory, or
claims of these two interests, than they could decide on the ol Talon with or
of republicanism and absolute despotism, or decide for the del ab the time
sentiment we call “religion of the heart.”

The Kansas Nebraska Bill, or Organic Law of the terri
failed to define with sufficient clearness the rights of the settld

e

of the Gth gh, 1820, either
g, or abolishing slavery.”
‘ fnoteenth there

ron protructcd

Jin northern
the soil they were thus invited to occupy. - It failed to secun B8ter sover-
purity of the elective franchise. The federal courts it proy -ropublicm

for referred the adjudication of cases involving the lives and §
est rights of the settlers to a set of men, the appointees of
exccutive, and the tools of the faction that used him. Thesé
many other minor defects were designed, and have played an
nent part-in the conquest of Kansas.

The startling feature of the organic law of the Territor}
Kansas, and one the fierce discussion of which caused man

puatter meetings, and
its other dangerous features to be overlooked, is contamed .
following :

of “saving the
gglo began. The
wommittee of Congress

llw passed, and as soon
Jorder, leading citizens of

“That the constitution, and all laws of the United Stated
locally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect wi
the Territory of Kansas as elsewhere within the United S
except the eighth section of the act preparatory to the admif
of Missouri into the Union, approved March 6th, 1820, wh
being inconsistent with the principles of non-intervention by (
gress with slavery in the states AND TERRITORIES, as recognizel
the legislation of 1850, commonly called the compromise meast
is hereby declared 1NoPERATIVE AND vOID, it being the true in
and meaning of the act not to legislate slavery into any staf
territory, or exclude it therefrom ; but to leave the people thei
perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institution
their own way, subject only to the constitution of the Un
States: Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be K
strued to revive or put in force any law or regulation which | i

ilonist a8 a settler

a already exist-
1o introduce their

nda tolegraphed to their

20 onrlicst moment to secure
_-- ﬂwy had looked out before.

the ludians, the chiefs being
hose ; and, a8 soon as certain
tlon was telegraphed by the
abive ear, to those in Mis-
ol thoe best localities
open to sett lement.
8 of the treaty were not
hhm possession of by Mis-
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{
gourians, and the executive has winked at such infractions.
invasions of the Delaware lands were first made by Missous
but settlers from other localities, seeing that this was done"
impunity, and that the whole of the land would be secured
closed against them in this way, went on to these lands also E
after they began to do so, went on"in far greater numbers
subjoin the protest of the Delaware chiefs : ’ ody.

“ We, the chiefs, head men and counsellors of the Delaj wore thrown
nation, hereby notify our white brethren that all settlemen ts nt.  Olaims
the lands ceded by the Delaware Indians, by treaty at Wash systematic
ton, dated 6th May, 1854, are in violation of said treaty ; got possession
that we in no wise give our will or consent to such settlem oter of citizens
and if persisted in by our white brethren, we shall appeal to h of the opening Of.
great father, the President of the United States, for protectiol \ pepeal of the Missouri

The following are the outlines of the treaties made with te sottlers began to preponder-
different tribes in Kansas, and the dates of such treaties. B the foderal offices and pat-
indicate the amount still reserved for the use of the Indians : | of the slavery extensionists.

On the 25th March, 1854, a treaty was concluded with bments were made ; but they
Otoes and Missourias, by which they ceded all their land The following editorial
the territory, except a tract on the Big Blue, ten by twenty 7 organ, on this point, is
miles.

By treaty, dated March 25th, 1854, the Kickapoos ceded}
their lands, except one hundred and fifty thousand acres, wh
were set apart for the western portion of their cession, and lie
the head waters of the Grasshopper, towards the Nebraska lin

On the 80th March, 1854, the Kaskaskias, Weasteorias, 4
Pinckashaws, ceded all their lands, except one hundred and sis
acres for each soul in their united tribes. The tribe to ha
ninety days for selection after the surveys are approved.

On the 6th May, 1854, the Delawares concluded a treaty,
which all their lands were ceded, except a strip along the nof
side of the Kansas river, ten miles wide, and running forty mi
west. The ceded lands to be set up at auction after they we
surveyed, and sold to the highest bidder, for behoof of the trib
deducting the expense of survey and sale.

By treaty with the Shawnees, dated May 10th, 1854, all of the

land was ceded, except two hundred thousand acres, to be seles

state line and a parallel thirty miles west
fumilies located throughout the reserve are
L from the approval of the surveys to
s for each member, These locations to be

sxos ceded their
iy acres each.

to the fact that
lay peculiar stress
proof of his willing-
Shther, ot the time of his
rded as o sound national
" 10 anmwer this question with entire
u to the time that Governor Reeder
.tllo duties of governor of the territory,
r 8 wo over hoard, or as far as H.w, l’.l'(%:i-
of suspicion as to his entertaining h'n;u-
 nppointod tho atrongest assurances
‘ ’ man. We are able
: S thint whilst Governor
‘ the of his appointment, he
gentlemen b the subject of slavery, and
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|

assured them that he had no more seruples in buying a slavel vity, and the important
I hated snd misrepre-

a horse, and he regretted that he had not money to purcha v

. . ints, onducted by Messrs.
number to carry with him to Kansas. We have understoqu ol B g e J:
he repeated the same sentiments on his way to Kansas. We !7' O.lll;lcu . ’Hif;:
repeat, what we have had occasion to say more than once hej 1 ch'b.' 4 riljd
fore — that no man has ever been appointed by President P ?
to office who was not at the time understood by him to be a £ lnso'n.[ N
ful adherent of the Baltimore platform of 1852, on the subje s :‘P’:\:;’ LJHZ
slavery. If any appointment were made contrary to this .

: p : ! migration.
it was done under a misapprehension as to the appointees. °"h g“l 1
1 . : )0

may add that the evidences of Gov. Reeder’s soundness wet P e J

I new terri-

strong that President Pierce was slower than many  others
believe him a free-soiler after he had gone to Kansas. It is, th
fore, the grossest injustice to refer to Gov. Reeder’s appointn
as proof of the President’s willingness to favor free-soilers,”
While' such were the preparations, on the part of Missouri |
the pro-slavery propagandists, to seize Kansas and make it a sl
state, they were met by conflicting elements. Tt is a fact, wh
all subsequent developments will prove, that the free-state
has, during the struggles, rested mainly on individual enterprij
Societies Aave been formed to settle the territory, and, while th
had strictly no political cast, their tendencies were to send
population fayorable to a free-state policy. The following of
panies have been, and now are, in active operation.
AMERICAN SETTLEMENT Cowmraxy, Nuw York Crry, This
pany founded the Council City settlement. The secretary
Theodore Dwight, 110 Broadway, New York.
Tue N, Exeranp Emicraxt Am Company, Massicruss '
This company has been more instrumental than all others in fag
itating emigration, and in introducing capital and useful impro
menty into the territory. Near one half of the saw-mills in
territory were brought there by its capital. Towns have been 1
off, and the process of settling a new country facilitated in
eminent degree. Never, until this and other kindred compan
led the way, has capital gone ahead of labor, ag & pioneer in {
work of employing rich natural resources. It has also aided ¢
grants in getting to the territory, by carrying on emigration

bor, but a high
introduced among
Watern States, also, have
eoon-hunting, soft-soap-
iully officiated as pioneers,
had o keep improvement on
| habits.

was regarded with the
slavery propagan-
right», and, well
would be, hostile
the torritory essen-
W 1854, about the time
; torritory, the following
I Westport, Missouri. They
Iy prevalent in that state, and

Moo has arisen.
SIRBOn will, whenever called upon by
anri!nr_)'. hold itself in readiness
any and all emigrants who 2o there
Emigrant Aid Socictices.
10 the eitizens of other counties,
Torvitory, to adopt regula-
. esiation, and to indicate their
of this first resolution.”
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These were no Buncombe, effervescing resolutions; they we
the fearful index of what has proved a fearful state of affai
They were, also, prone to regard all settlers from Fastern
Northern States— in fact all who were not in favor of slavery
as “ BEmigrant Aid people.”” Nor have they treated free-sta
people, whom they have learned to have no connection with a
society, a whit better than the others.

The amenities of life, the hospitality for which Southern peo
are justly reputed, were forgotten in the bitterness of the feu
When:one stranger met another the question was where the oth
% came from,” and his politics on the slavery question. Such
the aspect of affairs when the struggle began, and what we ha
been describing the preliminary steps. Then began the stri
provoked by the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and whi
left no alternative but a struggle or submission; —a warf:
predicted by William H. Seward, in the United States Senal
in those memorable words:

“Come on, then, gentlemen of the slave states! Since there
no escaping your challenge, I accept it on the behalf of Frecdo
We will engage in competition for the virgin soil of Kansas,
God give the victory to the side that is stronger in numbers,
it is in right.”
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litutions, which the people of the territory were, by their

palm with it in gesticulating precision, as he gave the result of
ho law, «left t perfectly free to form and regulate in their own

their collective wisdom, thus: {
«Minkum four days — den vote heap —heapum!— gometin
bther meeting, held about the same time, in Joseph, Missouri,
o branch of the association formed in the western part of
ite, to sustain and carry out in public the same thing that the
widge was working for in secret. The following are two of
108 of resolutions adopted at that meeting :
¢ do not regard slavery, as it exists in our country, as
% moral or political evil.”

— may be.” .

Our friend broke in despair, and hurried back to be in time
vote himself, Should the reader know of a man in his neighborhoot
who is a public affliction on account of his electioneering propers
sities, get him to come out and electioneer amongst the Kaws ang
Kickapoos and Delawares. It is an infallible remedy.

I have said that slavery had been introduced to the t
Missouri restriction prohibited it; it was al§ o are in favor of the extension of negro slavery into Kan-

even while the
formally recognized some time before it w
was slavery admitted into the Territory of Kansas, — tee-
Which had been sacredly guaranteed as free soil. One of the
of the Supreme Court— Judge Elmore — took a consider-
jimber of sl:nx'ns with him into the territory, and has always
B of its strong and active champions, although he is a gen-
and has n ot ')‘uucunted in any violent movement, merely
to secure and take
perupulous men.

Bogus Laws imposed on the territory by
ing is a resolution adopted by a meeting held in the
composed chiefly of Missourians, which is containe d in the &
timony of the committee on the subject :

% Resolved, That the institution of slavery is I
nized in thig territory; that we 1&;»(,1 the doctri
moral and political evil, and we hurl back with

orn upon i advantage of the lawless efforts of
glanderous authors the charge of inhumanity; and we warn
persons not to come to our peaceful fir §

gow the seeds of discord between tt\.c master and the ser 1 fen in the territory, to bolster this system. The Misscuri
i the frontier devoted itself almost exclusively to the work.

» offort wa Ma ¢ 3 Mica o s -~
¥ cffort was made in Missouri, and amongst the fow pro-

as much as we

we eannot be responsible for the e and incendiary, resolutions, threats of lawless violence,
A committee of vigilance of thirty men wa : Wil denunciation of all who refused their aid to the work,

observe and report all such persons as shall 7 ® % y prized the press of Western Missouri.
expression of abolition ts produce disturbance to % the most amusing thing connected with this literary war-
2 o the cause, was an elaborate and audacious apology, pen-

quiet of the citizens, or z?:m_-n';' to t“-:i:' don

plaimed by Stringfellow. The annexed is one of the most
portions of this singular and atrocious paper :

g0 slavery has a further effect on the character of the
man, which should commend the énstitution to all who
white race more than they do the negro. It is a shield
itue of the white woman.

lng as man is lewd, woman will be his victim. Those
fbrcod to occupy a menial position have ever been, will

all such persons, so offending, sl
the territory.”

The meecting was “ably and eloquently addre
Lecompte, Col. J. N. Burns of Western Missouri, and other§
Thus, the head of the judiciary in the territory mot only assist@
at a public and bitterly partisan meeting, whose direct tendent
was to produce violence and disorder, but before any law
passed in the territory he prejudges the character of the doms
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ever be, the most tempted, least protected. This is one of
evils of slavery. It attends all who are in that condition, frol
the beautiful Circassian to the sable daughter of Africa. Whil
we admit the selfishness of the sentiment, we are free to declare up.”
love the white woman so much, we would save her even at s and scenes of violence of various kinds were of fre-
sacrifice of the negro ; would throw around her every shield rrence. A man dared not express himself as a free-
keep her out of the way of temptation.” In some communities, without subjecting himself to in-
It would seem almost incredible that a community could be plont assault. Every one who was not a sla,very exten-
degraded as to issue and tolerate such monstrosity. It prow styled an ¢ abolitionist,” and, in spite of the protest
not only the low state into which society has sunk, but the reckl@ dnsitive free-state men, this distinction was insisted on ;
and unprincipled character of those engaged in this pro-slavel argued that all who were not for slavery and slavery-
warfare. We do not know how the ladies of the slave states w Were against it, and ergo all who were against it were
regard this ezcessive consideration. They certainly must app Bists.”
ciate very highly a “love” so Platonic. This delicate sensibi inction between establishing and abolishing slavery does
is certainly the most chivalrous thing we ever heard of. ¥ to be understood, or is at least ignored. Those who
safeguards to morality are of the most patent kind. It introdug od in the work of slavery extension have resorted to
a new school of morals, which it is a pity that the eminent ph u great deal worse than that.
losophers of former days did not survive to contemplate. fllowing morsel from the Atchison Squatter Sovereign
only wonder is that the plMosopher did not carry his deducti Me the manner in which these outrages were received,
forther. It certainly might be urged to be as great a remedy # blushing manner in which they are publicly chronicled.
matrimony. Professor Stringfellow has stopped short in the m Bulty ”” allnded to was a gross assault on a man who
dle of his conclusions, although we incline to the opinion that ¥ avowed free-state sentiments.
gystem, if carried into practical effect, would not. iy of last week a fight came off at Doniphan, K. T, in
The candid admission of ¢ selfishness,” in the second paragrap do-knives were used freely. The difficulty arose out of
is delightfully refreshing. Taken in connection with what pi B csion. th C Ay el
cedes i:, it 0(:thin11 y is tl?e coolest piece of impudence of Whichp , Both i}ar;e(;m;zs‘:qgilﬁ);izzt? zfgc; Z:V;‘Z ZZL[ZJ;nti
have ever heard. ! the frec-soiler is in a fair way to ¢ peg out,’ while the
A glight acquaintance with the characters of those with wh@ ¥ mian is out and ready for another tilt. Kansas is a
for free-soilers to travel.”
h modes of justifying villany of this kind should be
g an intelligent and independent press, was. to be ex-
 manner in which such a course was vindicated from
M is equally characteristic. We clip again from the
slavery and nullification :
A tell the impertinent scoundrels of the T7ibune that
#xhuust an ocean of ink, their Emigrant Aid Societies
6

I, fearing that there was no power in the territory to
Wir and impartial expression of popular sentiment, he
threatened cvil day afar off, in hopes that « something

this doetrine is in fuvor, clearly explains its hidden meaning, @
exposes the true intent and significance of this apology.

Shortly after the arrival of Gov. Reeder, he was waited up
by the pro-slavery men and Missourians, and urged to call
election for the territorial legislature at once. As this was o
dently a movement to thrust forward matters of the greatest #
portance, Gov. Reeder declined to act on such suggestion.
gaw very clearly from what quarter this effort to forestall act
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spend their millions and billions, their representatives in Uon,
spout their heretical theories till doomsday, and his Excell
Franklin Pierce appoint abolitionist after frec-soiler as our
ernor; yet we will continue to lynch and hang, to tar and fe
and drown every white-livered abolitionist who dares to o

our soil,”



CHAPTER XXX,
CONDITION OF CONQUERED KANSAS.

Kansas was noyw politically prostrate, Her Legislatare was
dispersed by foderal troops; her leading men languishing in
prison. The Missouri river was closed to emigration from the
free states, and the tedious and uncertain route through Towa was
menaced, and the ouly security by that route was by companies,
sufficiently Strong and determined to take care of themselveg,
The free-state movement being crushed for the time, or pre-
vented from securing defence for the settlers, there wags no legal
security for free-state men, The territorial officers imposed by
the general government, and the local officers thrust on the people
by the Legislature of the Shawnee Mission, were tools of the slaye
Power, and active co-workers in the task of making Kansas a slaye
state. The leaders of the free-state movemen had a prison for 5
reward, The promulgation of free-state sentiments was branded
“TREASON,” and the federal troops enforced the usurpation of Mig.
souri and the slaye power.

It is a grand fact, that never must be forgotten by the Amer;-
an  people, military power is and  ever myst be inimical to
popular institutions. Speculating on the political principles of g
military officer, who g mainly taught to regard government ag g
Bi€cessary pay-master, and political authority as something con-
nected with promotion, ig like trusting to the manhood of a dough-
face, or appealing to the tender mercies of the usurer of the tribe
of Levi. To expect a delicate discrimination, a nice balancing of
gocial and political rights, a carefu] watch and Protection of the
People of Kansas, to flow from the mere fact of turning some six
Or seven hundred dragoons loose to manage the territory, ig
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a sedative, and secure justice and the country’s peace, may
very creditable to a sanguine heart, but the result proves that the
remedy itself was stupid, and the mode of applying it still more so. -
Drilled to the doctrine of implicit and unquestionable obedience,
the troops were ineapable of comprehending the meaning or S
importance of popular rights. Trained to obey regulations which =
they have had no hand in making, they consider obedience in
others the only indication of propriety. With them the words =
“ treason ” and “insubordination” are potent and significant, and
to them popular liberty and popular rights are unmeaning and;&
worthless things. i,
Ever hopeful, the free-state settlers earnestly looked to the troops
for protection and peace. Attached to the general government,
— feeling for it a respect that Western states rarely evince, and
Southern states never,— they could not realize their persecution =
to be systematic and remorseless. The evidence sent through the
country, by the committee of Congress, of their wrongs and the °
gross fraud of the territorial law ; the sack of Lawrence and other
outrages ; the war waged on the settlers of Kansas by the slave E '
power, —all of these colossal evidences of their sufferings, they =
trusted would work the cure, and that the peace of the country |
and the well-being of Kansas would promptly receive the only
remedies that could meet the case. Alas! they waited and
hoped, and were deceivéd. And now a yawning depth was before
them. On the one side political ruin and ostracism from Kansas;
on the other security, and peace, and freedom for the territory.
Between these there was a step — the Rubicon. In that barrier
stood not only the slave power in the territory, which is trifling,
but the slave power out of it; and there was a corrupt territorial .
government, corrupt territorial courts, a corrupt general govern-
ment, and the leap for freedom and security must be on the sharp \
points of United States bayonets and sabres.
*  Inall the Kansas struggle the slave power has never yielded
an inch of ground. A fraud might be so monstrous that even
conservative men in the South would deprecate it, but the fruit
of the villany was never relinquished. An outrage might be so
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monstrous that every honest man in the country, North or South
would indignantly speak against it; but the power it gained fm"
pro-slaveryism has been Jjealously guarded, and its protection made
the test of political orthodoxy. ~ Yet, at every step, the squatters
" have hoped, and from cvery expedient that was to give the slave
power a firmer foothold, they have expected something more im
partial.  Unfortunate fatuity! The slave power could only wu:\\
by such expedients, and it is determined to win, Coarse and brutal
Fhough each act in the drama, this was the only means of bolster-
ing tl}e weakness of a coarse and brutal system.  Fairness wag
ruin, impartiality equal to % relinquishment. Thus, on the advent
of dragoon government, the people said, “ Well, we will be pro-
tected. These Missourians dare not come here now. Pro-slavery
men will not molest us ; and then the evidence which has gone on
to (?ongress will secure us at last our rights.” It was the same
hoping, trusting, peace-loving spirit. The slimy reptile, slavery,
was merely wrapping another coil round its vietim. The free-state
settlers had been so outraged that they would have been vindicated
in the eyes of the world for defending themselves. The first fiery
spirits had already sprung into the contest. A mere handful of
the free-state party had dared to meet the war declared against
them, and « Franklin ” and « Palmyra ” had attested theirbcour-
age and superiority. But this had been foreseen, and « the
people must be protected, and the peace preserved.”

Lib.erty and constitutional right were filched from those of the
Amer'lcan people who settled in Kansas, first by demagogues, then
by Missouri and her pro-slavery allies; and, lastly, the federal
troops secured the fruit of outrage and crime, and did their best
to clinch the villany.

The conquest of Kansas from guaranteed freedom to slavery was
Premeditated, and deliberate ; but many of those most influential
in accomplishing it dared not avow the policy by which they were
inspired.  Conservative Southern men, terrified at the charge
of « abolitionism,” which was hung over their head like a wh?p
of scorpions, dared not question the suicidal policy which was
endangering the peace of the country, and inflicting an irreparable
blow on republican 5institutions. Corrupt Northern politicians,
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greedy for political power, were willing to sacrifice their own
honor, as well as the interests of those they represented, for |
chance of power and place.

For this they struggled to blindfold

and deceive those they had robbed of their political birthright;

for this they were false to the country that had trusted them, and =

the constitution they had sworn to protect.

Not content with filching civil rights from the people, these cor=
rupt popular leaders undertook to demonstrate that republicanism
is a humbug, by corrupting the popular opinion on which it rests.
The term  popular sovereignty ” was made the foundation-stone
of American despotism, and the weapon by which the people were -

defrauded of those civil rights on which the prosperity of the state
depends was called «allowing the people to settle their local
affairs for themselves.”

The idea of the free-state and slave-state interests quietly decid=

]
i
1
i X

ing ¢ their own local institutions for themselves ” is as infernal a

piece of political rascality as ever imposed on the American peo-
ple. The two systems are the antipodes of each other. They
cannot live together. They cannot breathe together. They cannot
merge their differences. If Kansas is a slave-state no free-state
man can remain; for, in order to bolster up slavery among the
population now here, the laws would have to be so oppressive and
despotic that freedom could not live under them. This talk of the
“ people settling the question of slavery for themselves” is merely
a pretext under which the antagonistic elements in our government
are invited to a warfare on a coveted battle-ground. O, you have
but to see the hatred with which men there regard each other, to
feel this; the suspicion with which one traveller regards another,
to feel its weight! If slavery triumphs, the principle on which
our government is founded is virtually overthrown. If freedom
triumphs, the greatest evil in our country is kept in bounds.
Murder, rapine, highway robbery, were committed in the name
of «“law and order,” and the appeals of an oppressed people fell
unheeded and unanswered on the ears of a corrupt administration.
Not satisfied with all the villany that had been done, and all the
outrages by which the conquest of Kansas to slavery was consum-
mated, a party, calling itself a democratic party, had the hardi-

2
e
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hood to make these usurpations and crimes the platform on which
they stood, and the argument by which they dared to appeal to
the people for their suffrages. The cry of “gave the Union ” was
raised; that ery under which the stability of our institutions had
already received the most fatal stabs. ¢ Saving the Union” had
been the blind and the whip under which coercive and unfair
legislation was smuggled in; and, having accomplished this, the
same cry was raised to cover up the designing schemes of nullifi-
cation and secession.

The pro-slavery party were jubilant in their triumph. Flushed
with a victory in which fraud rather than military power had
trinmphed, they gave way to rcjoicings. The portion of the South-
ern regiment, stationed at Atchison, jofhed with the Missourians
and pro-slavery men of the territory in a celebration, of which I
give the following, from the account of the Atchison pro-slavery

paper :

¢« At the head of the table hung the ¢blood-red flag,” with the
lone star, and the motto of ¢ Southern Rights’ on the one side, and
¢South Carolina’ on the other. The same flag that first floated on
the rifle pits of the abolitionists at Lawrence, and on the hotel of
the same place, in triumph, now hung over the heads of the
noble soldiers who bore it so bravely through that exciting war.

¢« The following are among the toasts drank :

“Kansas: our chesen home — stand by her.
South, make her a slave state, or.die in the attempt !
was received with loud and continued applause.)

“ Disunion: by secession or otherwise — a beacon of hope to
an oppressed people, and the surest remedy for Southern wrongs.
(Enthusiastic cheers.)

¢« The city of Atchison : may she, before the cloge of the year
’57, be the capital of a Southern republie. (Cheers.)

Yes, sons of the
(This toast

« Kansas: we will make her a slave state, or form a chain of
locked arms and hearts together, and die in the attempt.

¢« The distribution of publie lands: one hundred and sixty acres
to every pro-slavery settler, and to every abolitionist six feet by

b2

two.
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And, also, the following from the proceedings of a cel b f
of slavery in South Carolina : "

“ Kansas: already stained with the blood of Southern ma |
in the cause of justice and our most sacred rights. May |k
streams become rivers of blood, and her forests charne]-ho.'
before her soil shall be contaminated, and her atmosphere polly
by the free-soil partisans of the North. y

“ Kansas: it has risen like the ghost of Banguo, to sear
eyeballs of rampant fanaticism; but, ere they clutch it, they |

cross many Brooks, whose caney growth will resist them, ]
“ Kansas :
¢ Strike while the iron ’s hot, —
Strike with men and means ;
And let the Yankees see we’vo gob
The right to hold the reins.

« Kansas: the battle-grow :
fate of Southern rights

La T
:

Alas, these were not idle and unme
and every syllable have been attested by feauih
sas; and, while I write, they are echoed by )
enslaved freemen, the wail of bereaved widows, and th
plaint of political prisoners who languish in captivitysy
freedom fearlessly and well.  Liberty stands aghast st
prospect, and asks, if' these things be done under repub
to-day, what will our popular institutions be worth tos OF

But Kangas, though conquered by Missouf® snd hep
not yet subdued. Kvery vestige of popular liberty and
tional privilege has, indeed, heen stricken down, but
loving people remain. Until that freedom-loving race h ,
“wiped out,” there can be no peace and security for the pe
that has thus trampled on their rights, or for the instituti
negro slavery, for the sake of which all this villany and wrong
been done. Liberty and independence do not exist in Kamn
day, but a people loving these is upon her soil. ¢ T'ruth &
to earth will rise again.”” OQur political elements have

very corrupt, because we have forgotten principle in re

) ne Wspapers.
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party; but thore is a shaking in the « valley of dry bones,” and,
has purchased a
watchfulness on the part of the people, worth all the blood, and

struggling, liberty-loving
apology for an attack,
freedom, will bo blotted
that without this the

> ashes on thoir lips. They

the corrupt men

this warfure may

Al Tho #0 far triumphed is exhibited iy
rag er paper :

LR i o 4

- Sm:sl parties have inquired of us why the Iaw has not been
put in force at Topeka, as well ag at Lawrence, against abolition
: Topeka is no better than Lawrence 5 itis also demor-
alized ; but it is not so well known abroad, If hoth Topeka and
Lawrence were blotted out, entirely obliterated, it would be the
b(?'% thing for Kansas that could happen.  The sooner the people
of Topeka sound thejr death-knell the better; they are too corrupt
n‘nd dcgl:adod to live.  'We would like to he present and raise our
Ebenezer in the funeral, Tt iy silly to suppose, for an instant, that
t‘hcro can be peace in Kgnsas as long as one enemy of the South
!l\‘CS upon her soil, or one single specimen of an abolitionist treads
in the sunlight of .5(”'5&3 territory,” l

‘s m . » " »
The foregoing is but one of many such paragraphs which might
aht

) qu given. Such sentiments are a fearful indication of the corruption
’)l the popular mind, : gr.
 Butif that war of extormination is bogun, it will prove the war
of froodom, The sullering sottlors in Kansas have been driven to
extromity, lnd Aro now norved to fight, Kansas was sottled, in
great part, by a poacs=loving peoplo; peoplo in whom dvliv:nh‘
Acutiment, and  roflnomont which hatos the horrors of' blood, are
strongly rooted, Imagine an over-sensitive Englishman umr:nli‘mnr*
over the dead bodw a Russian whom he has slain in the trcnche:
.




_Kansas that \lb:oun and. slavery conquered? There is thapk
1 )

of Scvastopol, and you have a picture of the free-state settle
Kansas, contemplating the horrors of‘ a civil war, which he would b
suffer much to avert. They have suﬁted much, perhaps Zo0 much
o avert it ; they appeal from their wrongs to the great American
brotherhood to right those wrongs. In the vindication of justice,
peace may yet be secured, but without it there will surely be war
and bloodshed, and with these the triumph of freedom ;- for,

¢ Freedom’s battle once hegun,
. Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son,
Though bafled oft is EvER woN.”

Kansas, the Italy of America, the debatable ground, has still
much to tempt. TLandscapes of unsurpassed loveliness, a soil of
unmatched fertility, with the richest natural elements, exhibit the
value of the future empire whose fate was tossed recklessly, by
unserapulons politicians, in the scale, to vibrate betweem the con-
flicting claims of freedom and slavery.

There is = healthy ‘freshiness and vitality in the atmosphere
of Kansas as favorable to pul imonaty weakness uhhble ]ands

of Mexico! "As‘you mm e the vigor-giving breezes, you acquire a
nerve and clasticity, in thé possegsion of which you mlgﬁ*ﬁ ﬂ‘!rget
that the rights of Awmerican freemen had been subdued, in order
that slavery might be mm‘td upon its goil ; or, if it cannot make
you forget this, it may inspire you with the thought that freedom
can reconquer what she has lost. 'What matters it that free
speech, and a free press, ‘areé “ treason ” in I&ansas? What mat-
ters it that the j ry is the obedient slave of slavery" What'
matters it though the federal troops hold in their iron grasp the ]

God, still a spirit and vitality in the American character which
will rise above all these obstacles, and will yet write Rusunaast !
on the tomb of Kangas Liberty.





