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AFFILIATED SOCIETIES.

Ancient Order of Hibernians. Div. 1, Div. 6, Div. 15.

Fadies® Auziliary. A Q. H ' Biv. 1 Div. '8 Div 2o, Div: 2T,
Aventine Club.

Catholic Mutual Benefit Society.

Catholic Order of Foresters. Court St. Patrick.

Holy Name Societies. (Seven).

Knights of Columbus. Andover Council, Lawrence Council.
Ladies’ Fathers Mathew Society,

Mass. Catholic Order of Foresters. Court St. Monica.
Orphans Friends’ Society.

St. Clare Branch, League ofl Catholic Women.

St. Mary’s Alumnae Assocation.

St. Patrick’s Charitable Aid.
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ORIGIN

Since the Boston Diocese came under the administration
of His Eminence Cardinal O’Connell it has been his constant
purpose that Catholic interests should be brought forward
in a two fold manner. In the first place no effort has been
spared to perfect the administrative side of these institutions
contributing special service to the community, and secondly,
there has been a persistent movement in the direction of
uniting groups for the study of social conditions and the ex-
pression in civic terms of Catholic ideals.

Profiting by the vision, and dominated by the purpose of
such a leader, the Boston Catholic Charitable Bureau was
one of the most significant undertakings of the first years of
our Beloved Cardinal’s administration. Haying reached a
place where the central office could not function to advan-
tage for the diocese as a whole, it became a logical process
to foster the formation of branch offices as local demand
determined their necessity.

Up to the present time seven other cities, Brockton,
Cambridge, Haverhill, Lowell, Lynn,:Salem, and Somerville
have such agencies, in each case either the development of a
local organization to the point of taking over the social prob-
lems in cooperation with the Charitable Bureau, or, as the
case of Lawrence, the formation of an agency distinctly for
that purpose.

AIM

The purpose of the local center is to maintain a branch
of the Charitable Bureau, a local charity registry for Catholic
cases, to support a trained visitor in charge of the office who
shall visit and advise in needy cases, and be the representa-
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tive of this society in safeguarding the interests of neglected
and dependent children and those brought before the court,
or boarding in private homes or institutions.

ORGANIZATION

Ad the social and economic life of our city extends be-
yond its geographical borders, the interests of our Catholic
citizens in neighboring suburbs have been bound together in
the Federation of Catholic societies. When our Diocesan
Director of Charities, Reverend M. J. Scanlan, realized the
necessity of a local branch it was through the Federation that

the new office was called into existence.

Representatives of the Catholic societies meeting under
the auspices of the Federation eclected the officers of the
Center. This group of officers was augmented by the addi-
tion of members delegates representing the supporting so-
cieties. These delegates are elected to serve for a term. of
three months. Kach contributing society has been represent-
ed by one or more delegates to the Board of Directors. The
financial support of the Center has come in the beginning
from the societies giving their assistance in establishing the
work of the new office.

RELATION TO OTHER SOCIETIES

In organization the Center owes much of the efficiency
of interested service, the spirit of understanding, and prac-
tical cooperation shown by the Board of Directors to the fact
that many of them have long been familiar with Federation
work.

In making its place in the community as a Catholic
agency of service we owe much of the appreciation that has
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rewarded our efforts to the St. Clare Branch, League of
Catholic Women, an organization which has at different
times undertaken so many activities for social and civic bet-
terment.

In cooperating with other existing societies, recognition
of their valuable contribution to; Catholic interests has been
called forth. The work of the Orphans’ Friends Society, St.
Vincent de Paul, and St. Patrick’s Charitable Aid, has been a
constant reminder of the deep and earnest good-will which
prove a sure foundation of growth for an organization em-
bodying the spirit of the Center.

It is a splendid tribute to the fraternal organizations
such asithe K of €. the AYO Hitand I Al ACO. {H that bies
dened as they have been with the constant appeals for help
they came forward readily with such generous support for a
call that was the last of so many.

RESULTS

[t was in January, 1919, that the! local Center was placed
in charge of a worker whose formulated report for a period

of nine months appears below.

Duringf that time the appeals coming to the Center have
called mostly for visits of advice, investigation, and cooper-
ation of other agencies, public or private. In accordance with
the policy of the office permanent relief work is not a feature
of the service. Cases calling for extended financial aid are

referred to existing organizations.

Greater than the limited accomplishments with which
we may credit ourselves has been the benefit coming to Cath-
olics in the knowledge of the manner and extent to which
our services may be united for making Catholic sentiment felt
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in the community, and for forwarding Catholic ideals in pub-
lic service. ‘T'oo wide an appeal can not be made to our
Catholic supporters to keep up the interest awakened, and
to add to the numbers of those eager to aid.

PROGRAM

The main efforts of the Center must be directed to estab-
lishing its place in the community, as an agency of service in
meeting the appeals of the public and individual needs.

The Center must work through the various Catholic
agencies, aiming to develop special interest or service in the
case of each organization, and building up the resources of
separate agencies rather than attempting to take on special
work if any of the societies now in existence are at all equal
to undertaking such lines.

An unlimited amount of good can come from closer co-
operation between the members of the organizations support-
ing Center work. There is opportunity for some new activ-
ity in many parishes, and parishes as well as Catholic interests
of the community may best be served by active groups of
workers in close touch with the needs of the Center which
reflect the conditions around us.

HARRIET M. O'MALLEY,
Retiring Sec.
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ANNUAL REPORT, JAN. 1919, OCT. 1918.

N iioer sor familiess visited > o oc UL ol e s 93
Ntmber visite, tortamilies . e L sl 315
Children places in private NOMeS. ... 32

free on trial forsddoption oo L or o 2

RTINS SRR R 2

Provided FOr e ety enss s 28
Cases placed in iNSHIEUTIONS. omomomeieece e 18
Visits to children in private homes. . et 77
Infants visited by Child Welfare Nurses. ..o 6
GiaardinnshipeassumedecE i S I
Cases referred by non-Catholic agencies... ... 27
NMicdicdlsenvicesSs@atigedsr e o) s el e Il
FEmployment secured

T U S B LR R e AR 20

Pefinnnenty SeaesabEsSEe e cusn i o s el 14
[nvestigations: made for! other agencies. ...l ... I1
BapemBotuniantosh e usaie s s e e
Attendance at JuveniléiCourtoerifn. o Ol n it

B e i S Avxiliaryswisitor YA iR
CGasespeterred by publicrasencies i Lo ot 65
Legal aid secured 4
TREASURER’S REPORT.
Received from

Anelent Order of Hibernians, Dive el b0 $50.00
cAnictent Orderiof Hibernians, Div 6.0 0 oy i 50.00
adie ste Al iane: ST ORI SIDiy S Do Laiel ST e 20.00
Ladies’ Auxiliary, A O H., Div. 8 ... 25.00
Ladies’ Auxiliary, A. O. H., Div. 20 50.00
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Aventine Gliib e oivs Bt | Lol LS e 21.00
Knights of Columbus, Andover Councili....ovoeeee 50.00
Knights of Columbus, Lawrence Councili......... 100.00
League of Catholic Women, St. Clare Branch....... 50.00
St. Mary’s Alumnae AsSOCIAtION. oo 50.00
Sty Patrick’s Charitable Aid Soeciety. . iinlili. o o 50.00
St EAanels=Parishite Sl i s DS g 100.00
St. Laurence’s Parish 150.00
Bt ‘Mary's Barkgh oo S N e e 200.00
Thends: o mmae L ollais 100.00
Priemdes e i o S0 N Seie e Bl i e 100.00
Tiienalime ol Sath b euia o Lt 100.00
For special pUrPOSEs fiuiniiiimiisiiisiiniaengint s 64.45
For-banwd-oftchildrens. o s o oDt SE s 1079.50
$2409.95
Paid for Expense of Office.
St e e I e SN $684.00
Rindaeiesr b on, conn 0 ARLea e S e A 129.60
(Miffce senpplies andspostage il 0 0 sl o T 00.10
ST T R R e e RS o e 54.55
e T U L RS o WA L LSRN, S 8.11
i ok ot o SRS R SR e 29.75
Paid for relief work:
Tl R A L R O SR SR et 5 O 26.35
Bhiges, e mese g S L 53.19
Nt oed mamedicine Foiee E R CaE i 61.06
Paid foniboard of childasal et ottt o o 1148.00
RalaleermmPhand ) (il SRR e 125.24
$2409.95

PATRICK J. McLOUGHLIN.

Treasurer.






