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OFFICE OF

LORING & ATKINSO N,

COTTON BROKERS AND AGENTS,

No. 69 WATER STREET, cor. CONGRESS, BOSTON.

WE lately issued a circular which was widely distributed
amongst the cotton-planters of the South, with the hope
of getting facts relating to the cotton-interest which might
be of value to the cotton consumer, and at the same time
might stimulate the production of the great staple by
“showing to how slight an extent the capacities of the
South for its production have as yet been developed,” thus
furnishing information which should do something to
turn Ewmigration and Capital to the cotton belt of our
country. Our Circular asked for detailed facts and opin-
ions relative to the labor, the methods of cotton culture,
and the general condition and capacities of the South.
The number, the universal interest, and the consistent
character of the replies have been most gratifying, and show
an earnest intention on the part of the writers to give
accurate information which should help to build up a true
prosperity in their portion of the Union. We wish to
return to all our Cdrrespondents,* without exception, our
hearty thanks for the fulness and uniform courtesy of their
answers.

—

* See Appendix.
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The facts and opinions in our letters are so varied, the
actual condition of things in different parts of the country
so different, and the answers often from sources so natu-
rally prejudiced that it is sometimes hard to form the right
deductions. In the following digest we shall print full
and numerous extracts from our letters, striving to give
each variety of opinion its fair voice, and also to let the
differences of the various sections of the cotton-belt
speak for themselves. In all our statements we have
sought by a careful study of the thousand and more pages
of manuscript received to deduce from them only their

just conclusions.
LORING & ATKINSON.

ON CULTURE AND THE SOUTH

CONSIDERED WITH REFERENCE TO

EMIGRATION.

CONDITION OF LABOR.

Tue consideration of cotton culture as at present con-
ducted at the South involves the consideration of its labor.

The opinions received in answer to our circular with
regard to the condition of the liberated slaves and the
effectiveness of their labor vary more and are more likely
to be predjudiced than in regard to any other question
connected with the South. Furthermore, their actual con-
dition varies much in different sections of the cotton belt,
which increases the difficulty of justly estimating their
present state and future prospects. The following extracts
give full and varied views of the labor problem :

Your general proposition that the cotton lands of the South have
not been estimated in quantity may be proved perhaps by a shorter
process than individual testimony. Take the area of the Cotton
States, at 300,000 square miles. Take the labor of the colored people
at 500,000 full hands. Take the labor of the whites at 100,000, and
you may, at 33 or 3% bales to the hand, get the present crop, 2,250~
000 bales. Remember that the freedmen have gone to various other
pccupations, menial and maritime — at least to river navigation —
that many have emigrated North and West, and that there was a
portion lost during the war. That our labor has shrunk greatly, is
shown by the low price of cotton lands and by the reduction of the
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labor to the best spots on the old plantations. We need emigrant
capital and labor, machinery and an improved process of culture.

MAURY Co., TEXAS.

The great problem of cotton culture just now is the growing scar-
city and worthlessness of our laborers. I am a Northern man, an
ex-federal officer— have paid wages and treated my hands with the
utmost kindness for the last three years, but find a growing dislike to
being controlled by or working for white men. They prefer to geta
little patch where they can do as they choose, where they raise corn,
sometimes a little cotton, and steal their meat from the woods. Iam
paying $12.00 apiece per month, but have only hands enough to work
half my place, and have to be with them constantly to prevent their
idling away their time. Hands are so scarce that if they are offended
in any way (and they are very sensitive), they leave at once, knowing
they will have no difficulty in getting another place. I have had a
hand threaten to leave because he was told to use one plow when he
wished to use another. We are dependent on them, and they know
it, I fear that next year they will not work at all. Up to this time,
owing to the ravages of the worm, every Northern man who has at-
tempted to raise cotton, as far as my knowledge goes, has lost heavily.

MONTGOMERY Co., TEXAS.

The cotton region wants people. Negroes will never make neat
and careful farmers. Cotton is a tender and delicate plant. Good
culture and tender care increases its yield per acre. Any delay and
loss of time in the picking season is disastrous, Negroes know noth-
ing of the value of time, and will waste the season until storms, rain
and cold come upon them, when it is impossible to pick. The care
bestowed upon the picking of cotton materially affects its value. Ne-
groes are good-natured and lazy, and ninety-nine outof a hundred are
satisfied with their daily bread, and are willing for the morrow liter-
ally to take care of itself. The old hands are passing away. The
young ones do not learn to work. No authority is exercised by pa-
rents to teach them to work or understand the value of time, industry
and economy. The women have retired from the field, and prefer to
make a precarious and vicious living than to work. Disease.and des-
titution make fearful inroads upon them. Hence the Southern people
glve every possible inducement to encourage immigration. They

5

ent and fixed population of good citizens. Neg e
place to place. They love change, and a month’s work at &
are reluctant to make a year engagement. White people
me, take interest in making it pleasant, comfortable —as the
M which issue all their money and comforts.
negroes will disappear more rapidly than immigration will
t. The crops will decline, even at the stupendous prices and
wlous returns which it will give a man for his labor. Twice the
smber of white men will not make as much cotton as the slave did,
'", as a general rule, the slave got his meat from the West, the mule
drove from Kentucky, and frequently the bread he ate was pro-
gured in the North. The white man will provide all this at home, at
the expense of half his labor taken from cotton and de.voted to the
provision crop. Under the old system a negro would pick more than
twice the amount of cotton as is possible for any man to pick who

~ was not raised from childhood in the cotton field, and besides the

skill acquired in a lifetime. His whole time and energies was
devoted to cotton picking. He had no other duties, no other occupa-
tion during the picking season. The instantaneous immigration of
four millions of souls into the South would not make the cotton crop
reach this year, five millions bales.

IssAQueNA CouNTY, MIsS.,

From laborers great numbers of the negroes have been transformed
into tenantry, which, although it may operate so as to produce a
greater quantity of cotton eventually, still it takes the profit of pro-
duction out of the hands of the planters, and further discourages the
emigration of persons who would come to hire laborers. As f?r
capital there never was more of it in proportion to its demand ;in
fact the country is full of money, and the larger number of negroes to
whom I have leased land have paid half the rent in advance.

SOUTHERN LOUISIANA.
In regard to labor the present condition is bad ; the prospectiv.e is
worse. Labor is more scarce, harder to procure at the present time.
than any time since the close of the rebellion. It is also growing less
every day ; miscarriage and abortions have become as popular.and
dear to the negro women as freedom itself, and unless these things
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change the negro race will, in marvellous short time, become extinct
in the South. The cities and towns are full of labor ’but it is next to
impossible to get them to leave these places. ,

We must take last year as the maximum point to which the present
system of labor can be used —five bales of cotton to the hand : if the
worms had not appeared possibly the crop might have gone as ’hi has
seven bales to the hand, — but then it is a question whether the hgand
who make seven bales of cotton, apiece, will gather the same ;
doubt it very much. In 1860 a good cotton picker would gather fr_
12 to 15 bales of cotton, but under the present system I think se e
bales is the w/timatum of their year’s labor in cotton except. probal‘;;e 4
a few isolated cases. Cotton cannot be raised for less thz’m 20 cenz’
per Ib,, and when, through any circumstances, the cotton crops ?
foreign countries will bring the price of the staple down to 12 azlzd IO
cents, then cotton planting in the South (unless the system of labor '5
changed) will quickly decrease, and exist only in name. 4

We have here the finest agricultural country in the world, but
need labor and capital. There are many thousand acres of lan,d whivglj
h.ave been cultivated lands, well improved, and merely awaiting th
time for the Levees to be built and labor to g0 upon it, to be as ge .
able farming lands as any in the world ; but these lancis are yearl 5111:-
undated, and are fast growing up in timber again, and never wi{I b_
worth anything until the Levees are rebuilt. They (these lands) cae
now b'e bought for from $2 to %10 per acre, owing entirely to thIl
necess.lties of the owners of the same. Put up the Levees ax}:d these
same inundated lands will immediately sell for from %10 to $50 :
acre ; for,in addition to their being as fertile as the Valley of thesNI')ler
they cannot be excelled for stock raising. il

In conclusion, I will say all we want is the Levees rebuilt capital
and /Zabor to make this country “blossom as the rose.” i

Union Co.

Arn'ong our present negro population are some vel?y, gﬁgc;{ jlx:bs(i‘i.rs
especially such as have been trained from childhood to hard ] b :
but they are constantly diminishing in number ; they will nota i
trol their children nor allow any one else to do ‘so : consequ Cot?-
the rising generation will be worthless. My own opin,ion is tl?e i 1};
gradually relapse into barbarism and disappear, as have d;ne th}; V{I
dian tribes before them, unless some compulsory system is adopt:ti
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them to labor. If left to themselves, they will die in
before they will attempt an honest living. :
subject of cotton culture, immigrants would soon learn from
experience, the best mode of cultivation. The process is a
¢, no more difficulty than in corn or any other crop.

JEFFERSON COUNTY, ARKANSAS.

The greatest difficulty we now labor under in the cultivation of
on is the uncertainty and unreliableness of the labor of the blacks,
few of them have any idea of the obligations of a contract, and
st of them will leave you in the midst of your crop if they thought
it to their interest. They will not in three-quarters of cases carry out
their agreement if they thought it to their interest to break it. It is
not the price of the labor, but the uncertainty of it that makes it so
objectionable. Give the cotton growing States a superabundance of
laborers and they can raise over forty million of bales of cotton in one

year.

JEFFERSON Co., ARKANSAS.

Just a month ago I shipped the last of our crop from Jefferson Co.
farm, and in settling with the Za7ds, paid out on the plantation $7,000,
due the hands for their portion of the crop, after clothing, feeding,
and paying all expenses for them ; and many hands in the neighbor-
hood had had $r1,000 and $1,500 net cash. Land is very cheap,
Nearly all are anxious to sell a portion of their land, as they cannot
get it cultivated. The negroes are fast disappearing—dying from
indolence, and trying to live by po/itics, huddling around the towns in
hovels, with fevers and all sorts of ailings, waiting for elections orsome
holidays. A great many are going back to their old homes in South
Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, and also to the hills in this State,
content to live on a bare sustenance of bacon and corn bread, which
they can raise by easy or no labor.

WESTERN MISSISSIPPI.

In so vast a subject as the culture of cotton, which admits of so
many exceptions, according to circumstances, and which depends
perhaps more than any other on the proper conduct of details, it is
almost impossible to give any general views. Since the war the
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whole question has resolved itself into that of the efficiency cf labor,
all modes of treatment being subordinate,

As regards labor, the Prospects are that it will steadily decline in
quantity, owing to the restraints now removed from the negro
population, the frequency of abortion among negro women, dying out
of family relations, and want of care of the offspring. The greatest
loss, however, in this region, occurred in the years 1863—4, when the
negroes were received into the Union camps, where they flocked in
great numbers, and died of epidemics, It is my experience and
opinion that during those two years fifty per cent of the negroes in
the region bordering upon the Mississippi river were lost. It is
certain that afterwards, when nearly all had resought their homes,
that the country had lost more than half its population ; and, notwith-
standing the introduction of many from the older States, the same
deficiency still exists, The cry, therefore, on all sides, is for laborers,
and the negro, finding himself master of the situation, instead of
availing himself of the high rates and advantages offered, prefers
to make use of his power to reduce his labor, rather than increase his
compensation. With the present price of cotton, nearly all persons
could afford to double the rates of wages if they could depend, after
incurring the expenses of stocking a plantation, upon the efficiency of
labor ; but it seems to be admitted upon all sides, that compensation
does not stimulate labor as elsewhere, the negro being controlled
more through his local attachments and personal preferences, than by

any pecuniary advantages. All plans for emigration, therefore, I
regard of the greatest importance to this country, and for the increase
of the production of cotton in the world, and I think that all experi-
ence teaches that nowhere can it be raised in such quantities, with as
little labor, as here. In the choice of emigrants, I think that the
Latin, rather than the Anglo Saxon races, should be preferred, as less
likely to be affected by climate, nor do I think that the African
emigration should be ignored, if any practical means for its introdyc-
tion could be devised. I presume that itis well known on all sides that

brought into cultivation, and that it is capable of producing the cotton
supply of the world, if the labor were applied.

WASHINGTON COUNTS}, Miss.
The freedmen work very well; T have no trouble at all; I have
never had any trouble of any kind ; I treat them well, clothe and feed

9
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Yazoo Co., MISSISSIPPIL

labor 70w in the South, will never material%y enlarge t.lze 1())11'2;
. For, although the black populat‘iog of this lco.untrg:::e tgfore
telligence is very far ahead. o€ ar;); Zl:;;léa:cropfozll; :I:ccl)}))rixcal i
umitted, it retains the innate vice : ! :
i i by sustained industry an
5P°Si'“°n PE‘O tIs)rOV'lI('j}fe g?;.rx::;iaiit?;:ntsyof life provided for, they
ev?x:m‘:ghee :)nraix'l to be satisfied; and are careless, or rather
ughtless, of anything beyond. Super.added. to thl.sd;s adif?nc; ?:Ltf:;.
to all observers, that the number of births is rapidly mega
among them, while of the children born, much fewer o

The bill of mortality among the adults, too, both

than heretofore. i

during and since the late war, has been very large. Bl
with ?he fact that a large number of them refuse zlmyd O?% g
1 he
ly one half of the cleared land o :
in the field, has left nearly ‘ i SR
i it wi i ntil a tide of immigration
untilled ; and it will remain so u ¥ e
i  sooner or laterno thinking
onus. That this must come so i v
;I:lt why has it notalready setin? It seems to e th.at.caplFal;tse fr
been 1lind to their own interests in not turning it in this dir

long ago.
WESTERN MISSISSIPPI.

e,
Free labor being all we have to depend upon to }rlnal‘lzfl ?otf:c;ln,ﬂeie(;‘r;
hose education shou ea
ght to be of a good class, w S
:;gr:;try——or else resort to Chinese Cooleys, who could be c?mpe e
to labor the year round, well fed and clothed. ; e
White people make as much per hand as ever be f)re, W, s
negro freedman, but half, if that. A good ]\ivoﬂ{tlilg v&(r!;n;e;;zx;,;r;ton
i d pick out ten (10
110, also (if he would), can make an i
':?-:r;); poun(ds each, every year, and corn, peas, beans, whlzat, :rfc ,iCk
’ »
feed a wife, and, say, four children. A child five years old can p
‘otton. :
. loll:c South is the richest country on earth. Thfa people guétnzrgi
the poorest—no money, no rights, no voice, no friends, and Gov

ment are their enemies.

# white man. I have no trouble in getting all the labor | - i
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The cotton States can take 10,000,000 agriculturists, and 5,000,000
of marufacturers and mechanics, and have none too many. The free
hegroes are so demoralized by their enfranchisement (of which they
know nothing), that they are in perpetual expectation that Government
will provide for them by bestowing on them all the lands, mules, horses,
cattle, etc., and therefore only work to support life, expecting to be
enriched by Government and politicians.  I'have afreedman (formerly
my slave), who has picked out, when 2 slave, 30 bales cotton in one
Season. Last year he picked three only, ending about the same
period of the year. They are becoming of less value to the world
every day, and will only work to cover actual wants, with few excep-
tions, of course. I have three families (formerly my slaves), who
have remained steadily with me, who from nothing, are worth from
$1,000 to $1,500 in money, stock, etc., to-day. They yielded to my
advice. This number, out of 225 (which I was relieved of without any
effort on my part) ; the balance are all trash, paupers, consumers, worse
than army worms, and strange to say, they are quite as intelligent as
the prosperous ones ; but generally good slaves made poor freedmen
At this writing, Saturday, 3d F ebruary ultimo, one-fourth the

plantations ought to be ploughed up, and now everything is behind
They have all quit work, and if I object, they will all quit me, and
80 to my nearest neighbor, who stands ready to employ them.

CENTRAL Mi1ssissippr.
Planters cannot rely upon freedmen as laborers ; as a general rule

they are unreliable in their contracts both as domestics and farm
laborers. They area wonder-seeking, credulous, improvident people,
sometimes leaving neighborhoods ¢ masse, deserting comfortable
homes for something better. A very large number of finely improved
tracts of land throughout the State of Mississippi cannot be cultivated
the coming season for want of labor.

IssAQuena CounTy, Miss.

The freedmen in this section in some instances are working as
well as in former years, and on an average are doing finely. Their
labor, with anything like good seasons and a fair price for the staple,
will prove highly remunerative to the planter.

I divide my hands into six companies, with a foreman at the head
of each one. I have succeeded in getting a great many rails splitand
almost my entire fencing repaired.

W

ration I allow the freedmen two acres extra land for
to cultivate. My mules are all in fine order, and the
is taken of them by the laborers. :
t year or two after emancipation they were most unmerci-
stock. Inone year I lost 8 mules through bad treatment.
I lost only one from colic.

Tunica Co., Miss.

@ most noticeable fact in connection with the negro, is thefvery
young children amongst them. Or} my place and (;hat of my
er-in-law adjoining, there are about eighty negroes, and notovera
dozen children ; where, before the war, there would have be;en
twenty-five to thirty. I think that in t\-zventy—ﬁve years, a negro
Il be almost as great a curiosity as an Indian.

Mo~NTtGoMERY Co., ALA.
There is no doubt but the negroes will work VV(?H ; all they Ijzvantkls.
10 see some good active Yankees to lead them on in the wz;y o fW;)nr1 e;
they never saw white people work, or seldom. I have a dne fks i
from Ohio who astonishes the negroes; he leads them, and wo

an advantage.

MOBILE, AL{&BAMA.
The negroes in the cotton States are rapidly disappearing by dls(i
gase — while production has almost ceased fr.om tl?e same cause,fant
this state of things will go on until the race is extmct—fnoi zs tai";
perhaps, in the future as in the last four years, from thef alc :saelves
more intelligent will learn to provide for.and take care o t1enf 868.
The black labor for the crop of 1869 is not fequal to that' o ]It- ;
and there is no remedy for this alarming evil, but by stlrrlm allnb
immigration. Again, the free negro }s by RO means.e(éu?l t;) Z ;eds ;:\lzlei
for producing, from the fact that he is notoriously in olent, i
not work as white laborers do. I am clearly. of the. oplmoz.1 X {]e
produce cotton, either in quantities or at prices which ared 1esia )ﬁ);
we must abandon the idea of relying upon tf.le negro, an 0.0 g
white labor. The question then is, Ca'n \i\'hlte men labf)r 1111 : 1:;)
climate? I desire not only to gnswer this in the afﬁrllnatlzfle,. uNew
say that they can perform more labor in t.he year than tlegr oin .
l';l'lL(I:lnd, or the West. So far as healt'h is concerned, sober, pru
people enjoy better health here than with you.




12

Excuse me for suggesting any political difficulties in the way of
managing the negro. As effective 2 laborer as he is capable of, it is a
point that should be understood at the North, for the good of all
parties, the negro included. It is this; the people of this section of
country should have the right to make all laws necessary for the good
government of the citizen, and thus prevent idleness and vagrancy,
which are only productive of demoralization and crime,

A gentleman from Courtland County, Ala., says labor
in his neighborhood « shrinks, and goes on to say :

By the world “shrinks” I mean that the labor of the freedmen
becomes more and more inefficient. Now, in 1867 they made con-
tracts the first week in January, and commenced work on the second_
In 1868 they made contracts 2oth January and commenced work the
next week. In 1868 they made contracts 25th January and com-
menced work 8th of February. I have carefully noted on the labor
account of the hands, the number of days they worked in 1368 (ex-
clusive of the wet and cold days, which were too inclement), and they
averaged three days out of four, instead of six out of seven.

This year the proportion will be less of work ; instead of Saturday
afternoon, they give indications of resting all Saturday. Instead of 2
week, in 1868, for rest when the crop was laid by, they took two, and
saved only a half supply of fodder, which is now worth thirty dollars
per ton on the plantations. If our winters were as mild as they are
in the British West Indies, and we had the same abundance of tropi-
cal fruits there would be fully as greata failure of the black labor here
as there was there after emancipation. What is to make the differ-
ence? In 1860 we planted 10 acres of cotton to the hand, besides six
to seven in corn. Now, although I and many of my neighbors re-
quire seven, others rest satisfied with five of cotton to the hand, It

is estimated that one-half of the cleared land in this valley lies uncul-
tivated.

BArRBOUR Counrty, Ara.

I am decidedly of the opinion that, under the present system of
labor, our crops will continue to decrease every year. There are a
great many planters this year who have rented a portion of their farms
1o the freedmen who will fail to realize anything like the crops usually
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¢ their own supervision — when ‘four bales to the‘m
yeasonably expected ; under the renfmg system they wfx bz;::h
f¢ than one. A very suicidal policy on the palrtctl) .
and laborer; but why, you will ask, does the lan -owzre
this method ? From the fact, often, .that he cann(l)‘t pro; o
mder any other terms, and he takes this plar.l to rtfaﬁlzz a~ zhe
¢ from the rent of his land. The freedman is siims en ;s’oand
{ up for himself, as his wants are “ijew and far e‘[wtz;el e,r Pt
wants he can supply himself and hl.S half a.dozen 0 P
weers with, if they are within five miles of hls-hgt__g by,
lence as to right of property. On account of their eplze faever,
who formerly raised a plentiful supply of meat anfl stochoi)1 - I)lr
Acription, have had to abandon it entirely, depending wholly up
markets of the west. : .
With the gradual decrease of lab<1)r, ifts tln;effz}:illlu:}lr,s ir;(:yt:;pieeiz
isadv s we encounter, the fac .
:{lflltELZSSt:ii)s of this country will never exceed, if they ever

ch, the crops of the last two years.

FOoRKLAND Co0., ALABAMA.

Under the old system, we tended at least fifteen acres 1r]11 cotton,
v ing w ands.
d six or seven in corn, to the hand, counting women as fu lh‘ dis
: v in n, six ven in corn, whic
i acres in cotton, six or seve
aw we cultivate ten i x h -
y by i — losing about on
inci the males, girls and boys g :
nded principally b 0¥ e
urth of the labor, for women were as efficient as men — mvslr ng
o oe
and picking cotton. In this respect we cannot expect any change ;
nd pick : . -
itlis a matter of pride with the men, to allow all exemption fro
g ivi i courages matrimony at a very early age
labor to their wives, which encourag ' i
wmong girls. The young men, too, unrestrained by parental au : ly,
bl g ibiti growi with very idle
and I'L“:W.rdleSS of legal prohibitions, are growing up 1'Fhf ly dce
a b i an
11i j‘ntious habits. The old, trained hands are our chief reli
nm - g a cro Such as w nce considered second-rate, are
in making a crop. ch as were once
" -

¢ the best. .
lw"\l‘l\;rural districts are being rapidly depopulated by their preference

r rtowns 'll'ld Villaoes. The men had rather make a precarious lllVll'lg
) C . g=} ) :

l‘) doing llttle jObS, and picking up thlngs that don’t belong to tlem,
by 5

i y get in as house servants
than regular daily labor. The women, to get

i isr er, when
when they can, or secure patronage in a disreputable rgantn s e
R : . ity
their personal attractions elicit notice. Railroads and ste
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draw many from the plantation, by giving more ready wages, and the
excitement of that kind of life, All such are totally demoralized, and
are forever unfit for plantation service. They are unruly, insolent,
and disobedient, and will not « S$Zzck.”  Such as have been to those
places, and engaged in those pursuits, can find no employment by me,
On azny terms. 1 tried several, recentl , from Mobile.

TENNESSEE.

Many of our customers report much difficulty in making contracts
for labor this year. In some cases where the freedmen have money,
theyare not inclined to work, and others wish to lease or buy land
and set up as planters on their own account. We regard this as a
doubtful experiment— some of course will succeed ; but, the great
body of them — like children heretofore provided for, and controlled
by others — unaccustomed to self reliance and managing even for
themselves, they will find many difficulties arise that they will not be
prepared to surmount. Should their mules or horses die, or their
supplies of food or clothing give out, with no money, they will find
much greater difficulty in getting aid from merchants than the success-
ful white man with property and credit even without ready money.

BALDWIN Co., GEORGIA.

The free negroes, poor Creatures, are lost. A remnant of labor yet
lingers in the field, but daily diminishes ; the women have quite re-
tired, and so too have the children ; while the number of negro men
for the fields grow daily less, and will never be recruited, as the young
negro is coming forward utterly untrained, and intolerable, 465,000
blacks will of course remain a good while if peace reigns ; they can-
not be soon absorbed or annihilated by 600,000 whites — nearly an
equal number ; but with increasing degree and great certainty, white
labor is returning to the fields of Georgia.

The free negroes of Georgia will not deteriorate so fast as those of
Jamaica, because they are more in the presence and competition of
white men, and the country is not insular.

The labor value of the free Negro, as a cotton producer, is greatly
impaired by his indiscriminate political privileges, which subject him
toallthe low acts and corrupting appeals of demagogues in our present
form of popular government. Imperial government is an imperious
Becessity for a country that mixes four million negroes with an equal

4.1

» population on equal terms. As our once beautiful S}-rstem of

gone now, we need Caesar. Hail Caesar! happy if he be
’ X :

| contented, if he be Tiberius. Anything but a negro democ

MIDDLE GEORGIA.
ing definite can be predicted in refe.rence to the I.Jroslpectlglff
dition of labor. There has been some improvement in t;? Ccon-
labor, especially when the white race prepor-lderatefs. o
lence could be established between the races; 1f' the 1a.kl)'m— g
depend on the colored people as #uly and reliable la oizrwére
colored people were f7ee to bLelieve that the farmilownetl 05
wir friends, would not oppress them, would deal honestly
ly by them, prosperity would be reassured.

DaNBURY CouNTY, GA.

Our negro labor is fast playing out, and in the (j:ﬁu-tslee olfez: ;fzv:; (})rreri;.;sl
¢ negro will be worthless in the cotton fields. h . }T g
oubt of the fields, doing nothing{3 an? 3 grzszhm:}?; ohis :; s

y the towns; our climate is :
ﬁas?ll;gssggllizi and a little work will do it, the Sdless tr;ft;)ft ;)11_12; n(;);‘
part of our, white men, and if we could get goodlimmligr e
and lease or buy our lands, and work on a small scale,

highly, it would pay.
MuscoGeEE County, GA.

: ; sth
The labor question is the great question at the present tl;ne tv:x’;
i i i i Itivation of cotton,
3 Ily in connection with the cu !
the South, and especially : ' S .
: i that question will prove failu :
and all theories upon e
i ful laborer that can be p
actice he negro is the only success
. ton, and the reason of the
i i ther a crop of cotton,
the field to cultivate and ga : L
i i i is because of the interpositi
arcity of that kind of labor is :
;c m(]li'ln’s Bureau, and a few Northern adventurers commzig Soutlcl1
reedms: i )
ttleboro jewelry, an
S he negro, loaded with A
pince the freedom of t ] e
telling the negro all sorts of tales as to the blessings tha.t freectlton
o
would bring them—that, in short, there would be no more hoeln?lco i
and (Ii”‘"'in?* the potato — that they would receive forj:y acres o 13.;1.11“
 mule T:d ;lenty of provisions from the Government, if they would fiﬁ
o i ce.
vote )fur them or some other Radical for Congress, or any other o
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The credulous fools believed every word of it, and many of them
believe it to this day ; and such and similar tales not only caused all
the women, boys and girls to quit the farms and gather around the
villages and towns, but many of the men did the same thing, and
hence the scarcity of labor — the women all set up and do nothing ex-
cept watching opportunities to pilfer and steal to efe oxs a miserable
existence. The mortality among the negroes has been at least three

hundred per cent greater since they were made free than it was when
they were slaves.

DEKALB Co., GEORGIA.

“Planters have had great difficulty in obtaining hands since the
surrender, from many causes, in 1866 —the idea of the negro
being free was a hard one to get over, and many were disposed to
put all the blame on him. Then, a great many took advantage of his
ignorance, and made unfair contracts, or sold him liquor and goods on
credit, and at the end of the year he only realized one fact, that he
had worked hard and had nothing. In 1868, the surplus from the
sale of cotton at twenty-five cents, instead of being invested in
more land, and more negroes, was put into railroads, and like
enterprises, which have taken thousands of hands out of the fields.”

DeKALB Co., GEORGIA.

Just returned from a long tour through what is known as the
cotton region of the State of Georgia. I wentdown there in January,
and have been there until now (April 11).
prepared to reply to your circular,

After thoroughly acquainting myself with the whole State (and
Georgia is in more prosperous condition than any other Southern
State), it is my decided opinion that the culture of cotton, and its
production, will not increase, but on the contrary, must decline, unless
we can get more labor. No man ever yet labored because he loved
it, and especially in the sun— and Iaborers can get rich too fast at cotton
selling at twenty-five cents per pound, to make them stick toit. Before
the war, when aplanter sold his cotton, and found himself with ten to
twenty thousand surplus, his first thought was to buy more land and
more negroes, and thus the finest portion of our land was converted
into avast negro quarter, and it is a fact that in the richest neighborhood
of Sumter Co., Ga., there was neither a church, nor a school-house.

I am, therefore, very well
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towns and villages, because these large planter?‘ bouglht
pplics in New Yorkand Louisville, and spent t}'lell' surplus
,and at Saratoga. Now, the negroes are paid off, danc}
oy make with the storekeeper and the Jews. (I Fear thzr
g a negro a little twenty-five cent magn.et, the ofrom
ty dollars — telling him it would keep a white mari e
Mm ) This is building up our towns. 'The p'lanttll, :
what to do with his surplus, is putting it {nto railroads a:x
T'his takes off thousands of hands from agricultural pursui :,
won’t plough atten dollars per month, whenhe can.get twlen }tr
2 railroad ; and to my knowledge, labor representllng at ea's
and bales of cotton—is now employed on railroads in

This would all do very well if there was

Georgia. \
s This scramble for

step in and take their places.
kt:,s Zt:rlinlr? n?en persuade negroes to brea'k their contract(si,
their idea of the moral force of contracts is. weake.ned., an
us becomes uncertain. These things render it certain, 1nlmy
that unless we can get immigrants here fro.m the North (;11':
tope, of even the present crop of cot‘ton will decrle;fte‘;des
that there will be more cotton patches in the upper lati . .
cotton raised by white men, but not enough to make u.p dor
of labor in the cotton belt. I am sure t'hat there are thlstl aﬁ
nties in Georgia that are capable of mak.mg more .cotton ;Z,u
raised in Georgia. I do not speak wildly, or W.lt}.lOut aable
dge of what I am stating — that the State of Georg(;a is C?fm i
ucing, and will produce, under a well regulated sys

Bt least two million bales of cotton.

th reference to the labor question — disavowing any unfrilendlt};
& to the black race —for I entertain towards them only sentntlfzrtx =
» ndness and pity — my strong convictions compel me to‘ s-ay,ﬁoln is
world expects from them a supply of cotton, the an;lcllgt))a;)rers A
¢ to disappointment. Every year the number.o a) s
ming smaller, and the labor less efﬁc§ent; the comuzlg ge R
pot being trained to work, and there is a stron:g ten eilcyf o+
or rml»l-._\.'mcnts in preference to the r'nore 1abor101ils tz:ts:t(i]e(iﬂwle
fng.  Cotton planting requires continuous labor .ur'ln: e

and is the most tedious of all crops. But, admxtu‘ntf ur);'
, nt system of cultivation, and the help of commercial man ¥

2
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If, in addition to all this, she will also enter largely into manufac-
turing all the shirting, sheeting, etc., she needs, she will save an
immense profit now paid out to New England on these fabrics, In

1860 the Southern States spun oze-third of all the cotton yarns used

in the whole Union, but wove only one-twenticth of all the cloth.
Why may we not produce the cloth ag largely as the yarn ?

There
can be no doubt as to the profits.

I do not regard it as possible, even were it desirable, to increase -

OUr negro population. That race has never so rapidly multiplied

anywhere, and never been found so civilized and Christianized as
under the influence of constant contact with the whites of the South-
ern States. The guardianship of the latter having been withdrawn,
the former will rapidly lapse into semi-barbarism and gradually dis-
appear. No two distinct nations, even of the same race, ever lived
peaceably together, as equals, under the same government,
instance is found nowhere in all history.
the same race, how must it be with nations of different races ? Tt
has been aptly said that the Saxon race would always exsermingse
those whom they could not subjugate; and the fate of the American
Indian illustrates it. The negro race is doomed.
is but a question of time,

Such an
If this be so of nations of

Its ultimate fate
Is it desirable to increase such a popula-
tion! Would we gain anything but mere numbers, whose moral and
intellectual degradation would be but food for corrupt politicians ?
Is it not vastly better for us to populate our waste lands with a class
of whites who will have some pride of race and some reg

gard for their
political rights and duties? If the South IS t0 be peopled with

millions who are to be our equals, in the name of Heaven let it be
with men of our own color and race,
OGLETHORPE Counrty, Ga.
You will never see thyee millions bales of cotton raised in the
South again unless the labor system is improved. Why ?
Answer 1st. Because one-third of the hands are wonten wWho now
do not work at all,
2d. At least one-fourth of the malss have abandoned farmwork and
have congregated in towns and cities,
3d. Those who do work 70w are not more than half hands. Put
all these fractions together and you have this result ; seven-twelfths of
the laborers are not in the field (I mean black Iabor), and the white
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d
to wo k with a ZUZZ to the WOrklng CO]O!C
0 h-’l\e gone (0] 7 7/ l)’

(wh

f efficien
on and perhaps you may make the sum o
eliths, or one-half of its former number.

) o
Cor1 C:Sp()lld(:nts are unan mous 1In Sh()W 12 (l a,'
was a declded dlfflculty mn Obtallllllg }latlds mn 1868,

i i more or less
that although not universal, yet it was felt

ver the (e} tl Vl()[e otto W ost wa I.t ()f
OVer 1 S uth. & n as ]. S fOl’

. in the bottom lands last year than in thef _uplazx}i;
A blv. to the latter having suffered from
. P"Obi };:rorms although much was lost even thire.
N the g’eneral opinion seems to.be that 1;12.3 6or
urthcrmorﬁgble and harder to obtain this year, Id 9,
blclsltess (r)enly two planters out of all Who}}llavehiillihe:;
. ] written to us, thoug ;
| :er invi}}llz fhuizf;e, — they dic'! not state Whedncetlé
. Finally, as additional evidence of the“ ear t
b COme.b rden of the answers to the quesjaon, Wha
B ﬂ?e 3 eds of your neighborhood ?” is, Laborers,
R Chlel'faliz laborers, and an almost universal cry for
reli 4

A TR . . S 5
R ierants ! | — men who work with their drain

| emigrants!!
s! emig

lgrant :
J1 as with their hands. ition of
gdl Wiy gather from the above that the conditi
ne moe

. we are
‘1 the cotton belt is not very satisfactory, }(;et e
. . w
: ml to think it is better than it seems, an i b
: ! . : 4 X
‘":%:(r the hoped-for immigration, o };S ’ ow};r at
n nrh It can be safely stated that the' labor ;;n >
vmrt‘.iq not more than one-half what1 z’lc wztsSe e
sent 1s tual decrea:
. #h to an‘ac g
screase is due bo veness of
lRldL (()f laborers as well as a decrease of gjfd(iecreaqed
wer C . e S
l"l:(\ that remain, which last is shown by 'tth thiat HolAR
i | to the hand now obtainable compa;ed VII ed in our an-
i to E : i Fingly noticed E
: vy Strikingly n
jar — a fact which 1s very liyubna n equal
E Mr. Dickson putsitashigh as “three freedmen eq
I'Ss. I, S
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‘ ‘[:dt many Would.agree with him. Before the
e bgl csn ter§ in Georgia and South Carolina made
0 the 1 hand. Mr. Dickson has made

- akm?e Wwas probably 5 to 7. Now, the best
e » :f r(f;m t.hree to five; the average is hardly 2% ;
. o? tiCtlgeneSS, however, varies very much in’
' € South ; in some sectio
1, ) ns a day’

, equal to. the same before the war. To addy o
WAENCE, we will mention the decided stat S

e . istical decrease
yi ¢ acre, compared with ante beilim, times,

but among them
nt place,

d this unsatisfac-
cotton fields are

the inefficiency of labor holds an import
Some of the causes that have proI:iu »

tory co.nd1tion of the black labor on tl;:e

shown in our letters, and are : :

!St. he telldCIle Of th.e pla.n.ta.tl()ll ne roes 0 1

ge towns, where, as
' a rule i
- become consumers without being };roducer dmde. |

t.o €arn a precarious su
little thieving.

The evi
- G:;1(;3:1;(:Zigoes to show that they seldom come back
- Congit 1, Or at any rate it is hard to induce them
R e f1ton in the country is far better thanin the
- radean (;) ten is deplorably bad. We believe thi
e its worst, and the case now to be ; .
E € improv-
2d. The desire of the labore
ol ! r or freedman to be enti
. setpur;d?:: }i)ll;l w}i}t’f’: men, and therefore the tendf:i?reg
R o 1sed, usuall).f by “squatting” on the }in
el ifp :; 6y Nothing could be more encourag)-’
e ‘Perience proved that their labor in such
productive ; but we regret to say that it seldo(;n

. S, and contrive
bsistence by a little work and a
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ts to much ; they may support themselves ; it does not
uch to do that; but they seldom raise much to sell,
not show that thriftiness that is necessary to suc-
small-farm culture. Even where there is a desire
rk, and when the squatter has been a plantation hand
life and certainly ought to know the routine of cot-
raising, yet, owing to his having, in his former condi-
of slavery, been simply a tool, he has not learned
hink for himself, and is very apt to commit some mis-
in culture that hurts, perhaps spoils, his crop. The
man as a freeman must in time learn, however, by
mple and experience ; and doubtless the time will
e when much cotton will be raised by freedman land-
Iders, without supervision. Even now we know of
geptional cases where satisfactory results are to be seen.
3d. The fact that a very large proportion of the women
e left the fields and stay at home in the cabins. 7%z,
looking to the future, is a serious loss, one over which
re is no control, though we believe at an emergency
y would pick again for a time, and if we had 3,000,000
es on the fields this fall and an average picking season,
¢ evidence would show that it cou/d be gathered, though
would be possible only by their help.
th. Increased mortality and a decreased number of
hs. The first owing to ignorance in treating disease ;
sing a small trouble to become fatal, — inability to get
ical attendance, and ignorant and superstitious use of
bs and charms, even when a doctor can be obtained ;
1o want of care of the children, from ignorance or wilful
leot, as well as the peculiar sensitiveness of the negro
wique, which has been strongly marked by the mortality
h has followed their change of condition, outward
undings and comforts, in the passage from slavery to
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. .(:rhhu 18 especially marked in those of mixed
€ great “contraband ” camps during th
ydue chiefly to thi it
P y IS cause, was frightful. Buyt
PNSBRO BTOWS accustomed to his new condition th
i disappears. A
e m o(;vmg ‘;o Prostitution and abortion which
7 » And to a less extent i o Gl
ol In the country, is fright-
Political excite i
: ment has in some part
. : s of t

3 ;’ery Seriously interfered with Workp e
*Oth, i .

I~ The desertion of the cotton fields for other occy

such as work on railroads, &c. It is estimated tha’;

roads that are hein ilt i
g built in oth
L ;onstructed chiefly by black laboerr MRS t}"le s
P 3
vﬁeidmaihe Vevfﬁe'ct of the possession of money on the
5 ile largely rémunerative returns from labor

the
e S(;:h; Ifnl.both cases they were herded together, and
S of life entirely changed so that disease, was

ked.
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Such are some of the causes which have reduced the
ount of labor ; the causes which have reduced its quality
n be easily seen, and are discussed by those better qualified
han we. The change from slavery to freedom, the over-
ring of the old political structure and building up a
system of labor and local government, have caused
, combined with the laziness caused by a hot climate,
d the ease of getting a subsistence. Thus the indolence

the negro has free scope, now that he has power to
It yet remains to be

oose whether to work or be idle.
n what will be the ultimate effect of freedom upon him.

What are the remedies for the present unsatisfactory

dition of labor? Some of them are:
1. More confidence and better relation between em-

er and employed.
. Liberal use of fertilizers,

ght. Free salt to be used as a fertilizer.
. Improvement in the method of culture, use of im-
ed tools, labor-saving machines, and more system and

both home-made and

omy on the farm.
d the following changes in the general condition of

South.
Political quiet and stability.

Education of the young.
Immigration of labor and capital.

A change from the old plantation system to new
§; prominent—we think c/kéef—among which

division into and cultivation of “small farms.”

LATION BETWEEN EMPLOYER AND EMPLOYED.

e are two systems of employing laborers at the
by share and by wages. In the skare system the
ngement is that the laborer receives /Za/f the corn
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and cotton when he “finds” hj
nds” himself. If rati i
- 2 rations are given
Wa}:,t;fduze t}%e share of the laborer to one-thirvd orgone
i t. ; t times on the share system, the labor goe
aﬁ ti the land, the laborer and land-owner divig' :
: o1 €r expenses between them. In the above cases Ffllg
Su . . X
for a;lii)r;c;lce IS(fOI‘ the employer to supply cabin and fue?
orer (with a garden
patch free of rent, for hj
Z:getabl;s, etc,) and tools, seed, teams and feed, forr :;115
me, y
b duft frequen.tly the laborer bears half the cost of
1'1 odder — in some instances, even half t}
of repairs of tools, B
T i
il :e usual weekly ration is four pounds mess pork or
o ha,lf twelvz pounds corn meal (sometimes seven and
- pounds corn, and three and
: ; : nd one-half pounds whji
ar:)ctllr), one pint of molasses ; often one-half pound su 2
- 1 a
is (I)ne fourth pound coffee is added. This whole rat;th 3
;;;hued at about one dollar and fifty cents.* o
becomf;re the l.and-owner gives only the land, the laborer
Sl s dpractlcsfllly a tenant, paying one-guarter of the
i » and one-t4i7rd of the corn, as rent, and keeping fences
C., In repair, and finding hi ,
) g his own teams, tool
If the land-own i oy
. -owner furnishe
pisint s the latter, the Crops are
I
n the wages system the monthly pay varies from five

* Yet another system has been pursued, thi
fencing off the plantation i o}; S:ut:.1 , this and last season, by some planters — that of
apart, placed in ea N fty acres each, with cabins a quarter oy
WL Eact;]hl];ti:eca;l;ttihetwgods, so that the laborer can keep h(?gs, andoii':n:: : zr 4
and feed themseleedl i Iandfoa ed by a quuad of eight to ten laborers, who own the ’ia::a
fa the cultivation St L wner fee'dl'ng the mules —and receiving one-half the cro S,
owning the teams insures benerats supervision. It is presumed that the fact of the lab i
animals when he has no pecuni l’?atment, as the negro is frequently accused of c;uehol':r

Some snchvarrangemelzltsasx:l:Zsleu;le:eSt]; fe -

8 find the * tenan ve f:en ?und to work very successfully j
B tsg:t;:u:’}c;r freedmer?” .as it is called, in cperation to a gie::::ei:' ;md
the old gang plantation syste , and growing in favor. It isa sort of connecting link b i
m and the small farm or peasant system. 7 g
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fifteen dollars, sometimes more, according to the

¢ of the hand, and to whether rations are given or not,
Payments are, in

omen commanding less than men.
e cases, made yearly— pay-day coming just before =
tmas. Now and then planters give the hands half of
week, and all the land he can cultivate, to himself,

g wages for the remaining three days.
ol. Lockett’s system, of Georgia, has some peculiarities
h may be of interest. We copy from the Albany

I, Lockett hires exclusively by the year, and pays his green-
at the end of each quarter. He classifies laborers and hires
ingly, stipulating the wages for first, second and third classes ;
s thereto one ration — four pounds of bacon and one peck of
to the laborer, per week. He ignores the co-partnership or
plan altogether, and the peace, géod order, contentment and
of his plan demonstrate it as the true policy.

hen he has contracted with the laborer, he simplifies the contract
cing the amount agreed upon to per diem pay. Thus, if he
{0 pay a first-class hand $175 for the year’s work, he runs the
days through it, and the laborer learns that he is to get 56
¢ day, or $3 36 every Saturday. This simplification is not
¢ssary to enable the simple-minded laborer to keep his own
_but is necessary to enable the manager to keep a correct
k, for the time is still further divided into hours and halt
nd the laborer knows that he is docked by the manager for
ur and even half hour he loses during working hours.

system stimulates a determination on the part of first-class
o retain that high distinction, and operates as an incentive
wer classes to merit promotion; while the docking, or, as
t, “ducking,” inspires a wholesome fear of falling short of
40 at the close of the week.

yation is furnished only to the regular hired laborers, but
4 are kept on the place and furnished to them for the non-
¢ members of their families, at an advance on cost just suffi-
er expenses and interest on money expended therefor.
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Comfortable houses are provided for their families, free f ch
and garden spots are allotted to them, { e

At the end of each quarter the pay-rolls and mone are d
and every laborer is paid the last cent that is due. No st}c’)re a ekt
or ?tl)el‘ indebtedness are rung in in payment, but what is duecicoun'tcsl
Up In money, and a whole day is allowed them to frolic and ¢ zri?l't
if they- choose. They are permitted to use the mules and \vav;)II)l :i
go whithersoever they please. Of course they all go to townie s
perhaps, a few of the more provident and thrifty—' have a dxéept,
spend their money, and rejoice in the privilege, e

Whenever a laborer disobeys the manager’s orders, or fails in
way to do his duty, and there is a conflict bctwee’n him and iﬁy
manager, he has the right of appeal to Col. Lockett, who is thr; fi 613
Judge,' and who is as scrupulous and rigid in meting ;)ut justic i
.mos.t Impartial judge that ever wore the ermine. ’Fhis iver ’ei ELS -
in }TIS employment knows full well, and he knows, too, that )'hal ool
decision bids him go, it is irreversible, and that ]u.: mu;t g(o o
indgsli;earrlgles work harmoniously, preserye discipline, encourage

5 promote contentment and happiness. The burthen bf

the field are borne with cheerfulness, work is performed with S'O
step and a light heart, and employer and employee reciproc i: e
for each other’s interest and due regard for each other’s fx)/elf;ee o

: Both Sthese systems have their advantages and disadvan-
ages. Some of the advantages

i ges of the share system are)
o It stimulates industry by giving the laborer an
mtere'st and pride in the crop. It has been found by
experience that comparatively a small part of the laborers
are 1nﬂuer.1ced by these stimulants, but with this small class
they certainly have a positive existence.

2. It is regarded by the laborer as a higher form of
contr:flct, :and 1s, therefore, more likely to secure labor
especially in undesirable localities, :

* We have been much assisted in the following by Mr. W. H. Evans’ admirable pa
m ges

Before the Farmer’s Club of Soci i
prmers ociety Hill, South roli AR
of the subject we have scen. ¥ Hill, South Carolina, which is by far the best analysis
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I gives the laborer a motive to protect the crop.

t doces not subject the farmer to loss from a failure
dlecline in, value of his crop.

I secures laborers for the year, with less likelihood
aking the contract, a thing he sometimes likes to
the hard work begins.

of the disadvantages of the share system are —
¢ difficulty of discharging hands when they

efficient or refractory.

int is made that though the contract generally provides
may be discharged, yet the practical difficulties attend-
been so great that the farmer has, perhaps wisely, sub-
most any imposition, rather than attempt the doubtful
a4 discharge, with its attendant evils of a personal issue
il, or an arraignment before a bureau, or a court, where
erally administered solely in the interest of the laborer.”

great difficulty of carrying on the general work
, the tendency being to drift into a mere
opping,the most pernicious of all systems under
labor of a country has ever been employed —a
leads to idleness on the part of the laborer for
of the year, to indolence and indifference on
the farm owner, to decay and ruin in the
general decline in the productive resources of
annoyance and perplexity of harvesting and
¢rop, requiring the gin-house to ‘be sub-
leading to great loss of time in ginning and
crop.  Also, settlements are often unsatis-
Present, on account of the ignorance of the
tendency to suspect unfair dealing.

disadvantage of having the laborers dictate
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L p‘y to work my hands ; it is to lay off the land to
and direct how much to putin corn and how

"5 System is preferable, because one can get by that system
Admprovements made on his place, such as ditching, fencing,
. by the share system it is impossible to get any work done
ully outside of the cotton and corn fields.

4 prefer part wages and part time and land, but a share in the crop
L the universal plan; negroes preferit and I am forced to adopt it.
't choose your system. Have to do what negroes want. They
ontrol this matter entirely.

I think money wages system is best, as it secures the labor for
twelve months, whereas, on the crop system, the laborer is released
800n as crop is gathered, although they are hired for the year.

Wages are the only successful method of controlling hands. Un-
der the share system, the hands feel themselves to be part owners
~and entitled to dictate, and will do nothing on the plantation excep;
At the crop. No improvements can be.made under this system.

Wages are best. When they are employed for a p;.rt of the crop,
they invariably claim their time as their own, much of which they
Waste. And, again, they wish to cultivate crops according to their
OWn notions, which are seldom right.

Money wages, at ten to twelve dollars per month, are best, if the
hands could be kept at work; there being no restraint, they quit
when they please, go off to the villages, hunting, fishing or sleeping,
#specially in the summer, when labor-is most needed.

I find that men who deal fair and square with the freedmen get as
~any as they want. The freedmen do not like to live with a poor
- BN, as they say, or one that never owned them in slave times.

There was difficulty in obtaining hands for last crop only to a
aled extent, from want of confidence in landlords.
i dealing insures labor.

i ebtaining hands for last crop there was but little difficulty where
& were paid and well treated. Some could get few, if any,

Liberal and

03

nt of their bad faith to the laborer and attempts to keep him

yoting as he wished.
ose who have tried both systems say that paying wages is the
( I am satisfied it is, when the planter attends to his business
on and stays closely with his laborers.
the present irregular and uncertain price of cotton, general
ization and want of good laws and their enforcement, the

system works best.

to the present condition of things, in regard to the
bove systems, neither seems to work very well, the
r often changing at the end of the year, both he as
the laborer, being tired of whichever system was
Great complaint is made of the freedman not keep-
the contract, leaving at a crisis, perhaps from some
supposed grievance, which, in a culture that requires
continuous work, is serious, and may be fatal. Often
jevance is only imaginary, as the liberated slave,
naturally enough, to suspect almostevery one, and is
t sufficiently educated to understand the nature of
ract. There is need, too, of just and wholesome laws
enforcement of contracts in the interest of both
, for the negro is not always the only contracting
who breaks faith and acts unfairly; there seems to
stter condition of things in respect to contracts
ar than the last.

balance of preference seems to be in favor of giv-
laborer a share of the crop, and this is the system
t general use ; nearly two hundred thousand out of
han a quarter of a million of acres from which we
ard are cultivated under it, yet, with the recom-
on of this course, comes constantly, we might
uys, the expression of a preference for paying

3
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gotton plant, and of the great fertility of the cotton
that the uplands were not entirely exhausted long

A8 it was, the planter had to seek new lands contin-
Land even had to cast his eyes on Mexico as a future

field.
following list shows the position of the cotton plant

¢d with other crops in exhaustive power :
punt of mineral matter in 100 lbs. of various plants

bers compared with the various parts of the cotton

34

wages, as giving the farmer control over his labor, and for
other reasons stated above, and to this form most will,
doubtless return, should the price of cotton seriously de-
cline. Perhaps it would be better to say that the laborer
under the stimulus of the present excessive profit on the
cost of the production of cotton, demands his pay in kind
— but he thus becomes practically a speculator in cotton,
and should he get “bitten ” by a decline, he will wish to
return to regular wages. Sucha return would be very

valuable, by making the planter economical of labor, thus
releasing a portion of what he now employs, which would Cotton fibre . 1.3 Ibs.
. -, < . «“@
then be added to the available amount, while what remains Cotton-seed . 38 4
W 7 §
with him would be improved in quality. Lotton stalks SR
Potato roots . 4.1
The conclusions arrived at are, therefore, that the return Burnios g
to the wages system, the enactment and enforcement of Turnips, whole plant « 1 ; A 3
strict laws, compelling the carrying out of contracts, and Carrot . : : : ) : B A
“
an honest treatment of the freedmen, will do much to in- Carrot, whole Plamt L7:1 i
crease the quantity and improve the quality of the labor Wheat, straw and stem S R ;
now in the. South Wheat, grains and seeds 2.0
; Dats, straw and stem . ; A . Tt
Dats, grains and seeds 3 : : 33
MANURE. Peas e A
The ssecond remedy to counteract the unsatisfactory By | R LR g ::
condition of labor is the liberal use of fertilizers to in- @W¥hite clover 0GRS ;? «

imothy

crease the quantity of lint to the acre by returning to the
soil the mineral elements taken by repeated crops, or by sup-
plying the constituents necessary to the plants that are ab-
sent. Only the richest 7zew soils contain all the constituents
necessary, in sufficiently liberal quantities and ina soluble |
form to nourish a full crop, and the yield can always be !
improved by adding those that are wanting, What then
must be the need of an upland cotton field, worked for
years under a system of slavery, that cropped year after
It is only on account of the slow exhaustive nature

I in another form, if the fibre alone is taken off
wd (as it alone should be, for the seeds should be
gither directly or through the cattle), you have
lbs. removed from an acre (at 1 bale to the acre),
2rop of wheat on the same land would take 17.65
toes, 163 lbs., and beets, 458 1bs. of mineral
nd that acre would be by that much impoverished
tupable of raising a crop the next year.

- of this slow exhaustion of the mineral elements
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, APPENDIX G.
0 o ) S BosToN, JULY 14, 1869.
B il S
: o a N : 5
Qs g > i o = 8 Mail T & ATI{INSO r from the replies to your circular that salt is
) = P i G eal
Sl = S S a oF s Dear Sirs: Ttw oulf fl‘)p redients in a good manure for cotton.
3 g ): i R . E & S pee beseniln mg.th »y salt water, it forms a “ muriate of lime,”
T s 18 ¢ < ve ’ .
o0 iia e — 1 S If quicklime is slacked wi ;i hJ:: ap, or the pile of rotting cotton seed, it
: 0s b ol :
A o < 3 and when applied to the comp s i 453 162 Tine ‘it 46 Fapgitied
& D = : he ammonia as the caustic alk _
? oo iR = *u} will 7ot drive off the a 5
AT ) = NS < without the salt. y : salt or brine from the do-
2 ﬁ\ =) 0 D der to make this cheap muriate of lime, the cen-
g A o *§, In order d as far as it will go ; or, upon the coast, con
g 3 g 4 5 6 fiesiip poric baw g by usz r crude salt may be obtained from the salt
= p oo > ; O :
= ~§ . . % ks Z. trated sea water may be 0 se the refining process would be an entire
i N 2] = 2 beds of Louisiana. For this purpo: ;
9 3 & S ! .
= 2 \ G @ = Wastes id the excessive duties upon foreign salt, might not salt b
o' e e the one adopted in England with alcohol, in
> § _ treated in a similar m.armer tpo 8 Shi e it s catied “minHiylating
SO & o 1 =4 order to save the excise tax: ixed with lime made from the coral of which
: mi
i § £ 3 E ::-2 g"- s etz ight it not be entered as a manure free of duty?
=) 10 .
8 & & B ® o= » the islands are composed, (Iillc; ed. Or if treated with creosote or carbolic
A A al Its value as salt would be estroie ;al’c and become a manure, but also an
N p: . € 1o .
P E RS i P gefls orms, and all other noxious insects.
e W <
5 E’ E : XS © cktribimitor 6f gtilbe -O L 'th0u’t much chemical knowledge, and may have
o X I a :'5 \22 lc\? L ke b op suggestlm}s A h, however, is certain, that salt can be chemi-
h ) .
o | 8 g T = 3 made come blundire: ’1;hxs i so as to change it from salt to an article fit
= n R A d at very little expense oA
LS o) & o 1 cally treated a Aot . A
S S # Bl & ly for manure, and as such entered fre ¥
=1 only
B i B
s s 2 Lot lid B2
0% ol Sl g
R o e | A 2
© e 5 = < 9 = APPENDIX H.
ey S o o a .
S Rl B e O SO cathering the cotton crop
N ‘ i ssibility of gathering
n N ‘ 2 It is said there is no pos 5 st gather
s E/ <+ = ine machine ; that the human hand must ga
2 & 2 |8 9|3 58 by any labor-saving i - picking. But in one of
2 3 SR el el ich the human eye judges fit for picking. :
= 9 . Q e o ‘; 2% thiat which the : f the whole crop at once is suggested
@) H = o ickine o > «
Ao § 3 3 g ;2 Bt = our letters the picking the first frost for instance, when the
; ear the ’ .
g e <+ || & B _y 0 B 1;1 “should be at full maturity ; and it seems
=il = Pkt s“shou a / :
2 X 5 [P = 2:—3 mE R tion of the crop of a great plantation
£ X ML — ; oer Por 1
4 3 = = % ‘ s P Fg 1arbetlp anner, and at less cost, — the cotton
o = o b 3 ‘ in this m Birk
: BT might be savd
Lo |
I- E L | %
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plant being cut with a sickle close to the roots, and the bolls
threshed off into a wagon which should make the circuit of the
rows. The seeds, cotton and trash, thus collected, are then to
be passed through a thresher or Van Winkle opener to remove
the refuse dirt and trash, after which the gin would receive it,
and fit it for market.

This method has, we believe, been put in practical operation
by a skilful Arkansas planter for the -balance of his crop after
the first frost. On great plantations much more cotton might
be planted than could be gathered in the ordinary way, and
some such method be used with economy in the picking season,
leaving more time for other crops.

AP PTEND T XK

Table of the supply and consumption of cotton in all Europe and t
United States, stated for a comparison of the three years, 1858-59 to 136
61, with the two years, 1866-67 and 1867-68, the year ending August 31
in the United States, and September 30th, in Europe.*

W Y 5 @ [ L

g 2 8. 5 o | = °

g 2B B 2 & ik

£ 53 = ok i Lo S R

M@ SR A ¢ 572 3| & g

i o o 2 Bdml e C D E:
YEARS. e S 8 : g 193] n < g onsumption. — Eu

9 8 5 2. n £ s - g @ and United Statess

3 =N D) 0 O =

<] o 2 £05 = 58 8

£ oliE S g =

0N ° & — Sie] 0

BALES. BALES. BALES BALES. BALES BALES. POUN

1858-59 | 746,000 | 4,019,000 841,000 |- 35,606,000 900,000 | 4,706,000 | 1,976,5:
1859-60 | 900,000 | 4,861,000 994,000 | 6,775.000 | 1,472,000 | 5,283,000
1860-61 | 1,472,000 | 3,850,000 | 1,058,000 | 6,380,000 | 1,1 12,500 | 5,267,500

1866-67 | 1,426,700 | 2,319,000 | 2,601,000 6,346,700 | 1,172,000 | 5,174,700

1867-68 | 1,172,000 | 2,600,000 | 2,550,000 | 6,322,000 651,400 | 5,670,600

* From the report lately issued of B. F. Nourse, Esq., Honorary
sioner from the United States to the Paris Exposition of 1867.
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While the number of dales consumed during the last year exceeds that of
1850-60 (the largest previous to the year 1867-68) by 387,600, the number
of pounds consumed the last year was less than that of 1859-60 by 190,896,
000, equal to 518,000 bales of the average weight of the last year. This
exhibits the falling off in the average weight of bales since the proportion of
American supply fell from seven-eighths to one-half of the whole supply.

The consumption of cotton in Europe and the United States during the
last year, 1867-68, shows an increase upon the preceding year, 1866-67, of
495,900 bales, or 200,165,000 pounds.

APPENDIX L.

Cotton Crop of the United States for the years from 1822 to
1868 inclusive ; taken from the Cotton Statement of Messrs.
Wm. P. Wright & Co., of New York:

Year. Crop. Year. Crop. Year. Crop.

Pt e | S e 1850-T ¢ o o o| 2,355,257 o e iisl! ek s a1 e o' e miils
1868-9 ¢« o o o o o0 oo 1849-50 « « «| 2,096,706 1835-6. « « «| 1,360,725
1867-8+ « « «| 2,498,895 1848-9+ « « «| 2,728,596 1834-5+ « « o| 1,254,328
1866-7 + o o o 1,95;,988 1847-8. « « o| 2,347,634 18334+ « « s | 1,205,394
18656 . « o o| 2,151,043 1846-7 ¢+ o o o| 1,778,651 18323« « o +| 1,070,438
1860-1. « « | 3,656,086 18456« » o | 2,100,537 183124+ « o o 987,477
1859-60 « « +| 4,675,770 1844-5+« « » +| 2,394,503 18301+« « o o 1,038,848
1858-9 ¢ o » «| 3,851,481 18434+ « + «| 2,030,409 1829-30 + o+ « 976,845
1857-8¢ ¢ « o| 3,113.962 1842-3. « « «| 2,378,875 18289+ o o+ « 857,744
1856=7 + « + o| 2,939,519 18412+ « o o 1,683,574 1827-8¢ 4 o o 720,693
18556+ o o o| 3,527,845 1840-T « « « o| 1,634,945 182670 o o o 957,281
18545+ » o o| 2,847,339 183940 .« « | 2,177,835 18256+ - o« » 720,027
1853—4« « o o | 2,930,027 1838-9. « « .| 1,360,532 1824~5 s o ¢ 569,249
1852=3 ¢« » | 3,262,882 1837-8. . « | 1,801,497 18234+ o o o 569,158

1851-2+ « » | 3,015,029 18367+ « « o| 1,422,930 1822-3+ « o« o | 495,000
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WE would call attention to the anne
ments, which the following Extracts from a
issued by our Publishers will explain.

TO ADVERTISERS.

“A pamphlet of about one hundred octavo pages is
about to be printed in this city, by a firm engaged in the
Corron Busingss, upon the present condition and future
wants of those engaged in the Cultivation of Cotton.

“The original plan of the gentlemen engaged in its
compilation was to print an inexpensive buSiness Circular,
calculated to promote emigration to the Cotton States; but
the information received by them, in answer to a series of
minute inquiries, has become so voluminous as to make it
necessary for them to print an expensive pamphlet.

“ An edition of THREE THOUSAND will be issued,
for gratustous circulation. They will be sent to Planters,
Cotton Factors, and Cotton Spinners, and several hundred
will be sent to England and to Germany.

“In order to defray the cost of printing and circulating

this document, it is proposed to append a few pages of first-

* class Advertisements. All the funds they obtain will be so

applied ; and additional copies beyond the first edition, to
the extent of the demand for them, will be printed and

circulated, if warranted by the receipts from advertise-

ments.” i * * * = *
AR SRR A VS &GO,
BOOKSELLERS,

No. 100 WASHINGTON STREERT.

BosToN, July 10, 1869.
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The attention of Insurers is Invited.

INDEPENDENT INSURANCE COMPANY

OR  BOSIY) TN .

CHARTERED, MARCH 1867.

Cash Capital, - - -
Assets, over -

$300,000.
550,000.

INSURES

DWELLINGS, FURNITUR
Cotton and Woollen Mills,
MACHINE SHOPS,

And other Manufactories. Leases acd Rents at equitable rates

Also,

Marine and Inland Navigation Risks
taken on favorable terms.

DIRECTORS.

0. 0. Hovey, (Firm of J. C. Howe & Co.) GEO. S. WixnsLoOW, (Firm of Geo. 8.
.CFR}_-:ELAND, (Firm C. W. Freeland, Beard

& Co.

JOHN S. )I‘YLER, (28 State Street). §

EDpw. ATKINSON, (Treas. Indian Orchard Mills.) JAs. L. LITTLE, (Firm of Jas. L. Little!

J. H. CorTon, (Treas. American Tube Works.) Epwarp WHITNEY, (Firm of Sprag

THOMAS DWIGHT, (Boston). & Co.

Epwarp E. ManToN, (Pres. Manufacturers’ Wu. E. CorriIN, (Firm of Wm. E.
Mutual Insurance Co., Boston). WiLL1AM MIXTER, (Merchant.)

J. C. DoDpGE, (Firm of Dodge, Brothers & Co.) Isaac W. How, (Merchant.)

GE,
C

& Co..
Wn(l}. ENDICOTT, JR., (Firm of C. ¥\
0.

GEO. 0. HOVEY, Pres. C. W. FREELAND, Vi

EDWARD ATKINSON, Sec’y.
GEO. A. EASTMAN, Asst. Sec’y. CEO.S.BULLENS,
ISAAC F. DOBSON, Gen.

C. W. SPROAT, Special Agent.

Agencies in many of the principal cities throug
Eastern, Middle, and Western States,
g

THAYER, BRIGHAM & CO.,

GENERAL COMMISSION. MERCHANTS,

No. 32 INDIA STREET,

BOSTON.

CuAS. L. THAYER. JOosSEPH L. BRIGHAM.

RoYAL P. BARRY.

3= Liberal Cash advances made on Shipments of
COTTON and other Southern products.

THE BOYLSTON

Fire and Marine Insurance Co.,

Gives notice that the amount of the Capital paid in and invested is

8300,000,

and they continue to insure against FIRE and MARINE RISKS,
not exceeding $30,000 on any one risk, at their Oflice,

No. 45 STATE STREET, in BOSTON.

JOSEPH W. BALCH, Pres.
N. S. JENNEY, Sec'y.




J. J. WALWORTH & (0.,

No.1 BATH STREET,
BOSTO N,

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN EVERY DESCRIPTION OF

STEAM AND GaS Preg.

ARE PREPARED TO WARM

Factories and Public Buildings,

WITH

S TE A RL,

after the most approved manner. An experience of twenty-fl
years in this business is a guarantee of success. Plans and estim
made, and work done in any State in the Union.

GAS WORKS
COAIL:. AND GASOIJIN

I SEND FOR CIRCULAR. &1
3

THE MASSACHUSETTS

Institute of Technology

Provides a Four Years’ course of Scientific and
Literary Studies and Practical Exercises, embracing
pure and applied Mathematics, the Physical and
Natural Sciences, with their applications, Drawing,
the English Language, Mental and Political Science,
Frenca and GERMAN.

The course is so selected and arranged as to offer
a LiseraL axp Practicar Epucarion in preparation
for active pursuits, as well as a thorough training for
the professions of the CrviL anp MecHanicaL Enci-
NEER, CHEMIST, METALLURGIST, ENGINEER OF MINEs,
ARCHITECT, AND TEACHER OF SCIENCE.

The Institute is provided with a large and costly
building, and is well equipped with apparatus. There
are twenty Professors and Instructors. Number of
Students during the past year, one hundred and
seventy-two.

Examination for Admission, Thursday, Septem-
ber 30, 1869. Candidates must be sixteen years of
age, and must pass a satisfactory examination in
Arithmetic, Plain Geometry, as much of Algebra as
precedes Equations of the Second Degree, English
Grammar, and Geography.

For Catalogues, apply to Dr. SamueL KNEELAND,
Secretary, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Boylston Street, Boston.
4




Carriage
WAREROOMS:
S TREMONT STRERT:

(NEW MARBLE FRONT BUILDING,)
MANUFACTORY AND SALESROOMS:
14 to 22 SUDBURY STRERHT,
BOSTON,

INVITE ATTENTION TO THEIR NEW AND ELEGANT DESIGNS OF

ers,

Coaches, Clarences, Landaus, Landaulettes, Coupes, Barouches,
Clarence Bretts,Victoria’s, Rockaways, Phaetons, Dog Carts, Carry=
alls, Top and No-Top Buggies, Jumpseats, Brownell Style
Wagons, Beach Wagons, Boston Chaises, etc.,

AT PRICES WHEICH CANNOT FAIL TO SUIT PURCHASERS.

BOSTON BELTING COMPANY,

INCORPORATED, 1845.

Steam Packing and Engine Hose.

The Belting being made of heavy Cotton Duck coated with the best of India Rub
and finished with the Patent smooth surface, it is unaffected by Heat, Cold or Mi
ture, and is much preferred to Leather or that of any other material for Saw-Mil
Flouring-Mills, Elevators, Gin-Bands, Agricultural Machines, and other Mechan

purposes. INDIA RUBBER HOSE,

Of all sizes and of superior quality, suitable for CONDUCTING AND HYDRANT
POSES, and for Leading and Suction Hose for Fire Engines.

The Suction Hose is made by a greatly improved process —invented and pa
by ourselves —and it excels every other make, for service and efficiency.

STEAM-PACKING.,

Prepared to stand a high degree of heat, is used in preference to any other arth
the most skilful Engineers and Machinists, for Manhole-Plates, Piston-Rods
Joints, Steam-Chests, Cylinder-Heads, and Stuffing-Boxes, and for all parts of
ery where packing is necessary.

JOUN G. TAPPAN & CO., General Agents,

57 Summer Street, corner of Chauncy Street, B
b

SPRAGUE, SOULE & €0,
COTTON COMMISSION MERCANTS

70 LONG WHARE,

BOSTON.

MUTUAL MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY,

INCORPORATED, 1839.

Office, SEARS’ BUILDING, (head of State Street,)
BOSTON.

Assets (exceeding) $1,000,000.

Tnsure against MARINE, FIRE, and INLAND NAVIGA-
TION RISKS to an amount not exceeding $30,000 on any
one Risk.

GEORGE C. LORD, President.
BENJAMIN LYON, Secretary.
- 6




F. W. Loring. C. F. Atkinson.

LORING & ATKINSON,

Gorron Brokens anp Agents,

Offer their services for the purchase of cotton, on orders, at the various

ports, through the following houses, for whom they act as agents :

Messrs. ELLIOT & MCKEEVER, - - - - - - . NEw ORLEANS.

% “ « ¥ "
i L AR T Bl OBILE.

J. H. METCALF, Esq., - . - = = =« = = = = = = GALVESTON.
B.S. DUNBAR,Esq,, - - - = = = « - '« . - . .  AUGUSTA.
Messrs. EDMANDS, GARDNER & CO.,, - - - - - SAVANNAH,

[And interior points.
Messrs. EPPING & HANSERD, - - - - - - - - - COLUMBUS.
Messrs. MCNEILL, WRIGHT & SANDERS, - - - - LOUISVILLE.
BENJ. BABB,Esq,, - - - = = - = « -. - - - - - MEMPHIS.
Messrs. TAYLOR & BROTHER, - - - - - - - - CINCINNATL
Messrs. HAZARD & RHODES, - - - - - - - - - PROVIDENCE.
W. H. BRODIE, Esq,! - = < Foioicignaiaie . e aiNEw YorRK:

Buying strictly on commission, they can guarantee faithful attention and

despatch to all business intrusted to them.

Office, -- 69 Water Street,

-

BOSTON.

INCORPORATED 1886.
IR T
OFFICE OF THE

DeLawARe MUTUAL SHFETY INSURRCE GO

(<l K N TR Ny R
ASSETS OF THE COMPANY,
NOVEMBER |, 1868.
$200,000 United States Five Per cent. Loan, 10-40’8, ¢ « « ¢ o o o o = oo $208,500 00
120,000 ¢ “ o gix ¢ @il iR T D e o 13800
50,000 ¢ o 8 Bix £ «  (for Pacific Railroad,) . . . 50,000 00
200,000 State of Pennsylvania Six Per cent. 1oan, . . « « » s o o o o o 211,375 00
125,000 City of Philadelphia Six Per cent. Loan, (exempt from tax,). - 128,594 00
50,000 State of New Jersey Six k £t e E et (51500 100,
20,000 Pennsylvania Railroad First Mortgage Six Per cent. Bonds, . .« 20,200 00
25,000 {4 Second o by ... 24,000 00
25,000 Western Pennsylvania Railroad Mortgage Six Per cent. Bonds,
(Penn. R. R. guarantee,). « ¢ ¢ « ¢ oo 0 o0 0o oo 20,625 00 -
30,000 State of Tennessee Five Percent. Loan,. « « « o o o o o o o o 21,000 00
HO00), "% iy Six % et e et el TS e vin e e 5,031 25
15,000 Germantown Gas Company, Principal and Interest guaranteed
by the City of Philadelphia,. . . . - - 300 Shares Stoek, 15,000 00

10,000 Pennsylvania Railroad Company,. « « « « « 200 it s 11,300 00
5.000 North Pennsylvania Railroad Company, . « . 100 e g 3,500 00
20,000 Philadelphia and Southern Mail Steamship Co. 80 s 15,000 00

207,900 Loans on Bond and Mortgage, first liens on City Properties, . . 207,000 00

Market Value, $1,130,325 25
36,000 00
322,486 94

$1,109,900 Par. Cost, $1,093,604 26.
Real Batate, . o - » G shein eie woaiv b inle ATeIE aums b BI# L
Bills Receivable for Insurance made,. « « + « » = ¢ = o «
Balances due at Agencies, — Premiums on Marine Policies.
Accrued Interest and other debts due the Company, . « - - 40,178 88
Stock and Serip of sundry Corporations, $3,156 00. Estimated

AIHET. 50 5 e oAl Eati b e lia iy e AR Sar 8 e e S AN 1,813 00
Cashin Bank,. « ¢ ¢ « o ¢ ¢ o o 0 0 0 ¢ 0 . $116,150 08
€ iNDIaWer,e o s o o o * o oo s 0 00 00 413
116,563 73
SRR AT,
$1,647,367 80
DIRECTORS. —
THOMAS C. HAND, GEORGE G. LEIPER, EDWARD LAFOURCADE,
JOHN C. DAVIS, HUGH CRAIG, JACOB RIEGEL,
EDMUND A. SOUDER, JOHN D. TAYLOR, JACOB P. JONES,
THEOPHILUS PAULDING, GEORGE W.BERNADOU, JAMES B. M’FARLAND,
JOHN R. PENROSE, SAMUEL E. STOKES, JOSHUA P. EYRE,
JAMES TRAQUAIR, HENRY SLOAN, SPENCER M’ILVAINE,
HENRY C. DALLETT, JR.,  WILLIAM G. BOULTON, JOHIN B, SEMPLE, Pittsburg,
JAMES C. HAND, EDWARD DARLINGTON, A. B. BERGER, K
WILLIAM C. LUDWIG, H. JONES BROOKE, D. T. MORGAN, L
JOSEPH H. SEAL,
HENRY LYLBURN, Secretary. THOMAS O. HAND, President.
HENRY BALL, 4ss’t Secretary. JOHN C. DAVIS, Vice-President.

Scrip Dividends made by this aompany, since the establishment
of the Boston Agency.

1858, 25 per cent. 1861, 25 per cent. 1864, 40 per cent. l 1867, 25 per cent.
1859, 25 per cent. 1862, 40 per cent. 1865, 40 per cent. 1868, 30 per cent.
1860, 25 per cent. 1863, 40 per cent. 1866, 20 per cent. l

Of the above dividends all have been redeemed in cash, except the years 1865 and 1868.

BOSTON AGENCY, No. 31 KILBY STREET.

Applications for Marine, Inland, and Fire Insurance received, and Policiesissued by

WM. V. HUTCHINGS, Agent, and WM. H. VINCENT.
8
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ALKEALINE MANURES.

POTASH AND MAGNESIA MAN URES,

Containing about one-third part Sulphate of Potash, one-third Sulphate of Mag-
nesia, and one-third common Salt, and warranted free from all Chloride of
Magnesium ; for use on Cotton and Tobacco lands in connection
with Superphosphates and Guano.

SULPHATE OF POTASH,
80 per cent purity; for use by manufacturers of Fertilizers.
Special Manures, in which Sulphates of Potash and Magnesia are already com-

bined with Superphosphates and Salts of Ammonia, i i
bsactal o T . a, In proportions best adapted to

ALKALINE MANURE Co.,
CAMBRIDCE, MASS.
B. A. GOULD, Treasurer.

It is confidently believed that by faithful use of these Fertilizers, most of the worn
out cotton and tobacco lands of the Southern States may be regenerated. Experience
has continually shown that after a few years’ application to the same land, — the time
depending on the original amount of potash in the s0il, —the effect of Guano and the
Superph.osphab.e of Lime is lost, and the soil becomes completely exhausted. The
recent discoveries of mineral beds of Chlorides of Potassium and Magnesium, now for
the first time place these alkalies at prices permitting their use by the agriculturalist.

The effect of the use of Potash and Magnesia has been found as favorable upon
the quality as upon the quantity of the crops.
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Established

—FOR—

FIRE ENGINES, FORCE PUMPS, GARDEN USES, &:.

‘Will not Mildew, and Warranted to stand a Pressure
of 700 Pounds per Square Inch.
Costing less than half the price of Leather Hose.

For Sale by JOHN CLARK,
50 CONGRESS STREET, - - BOSTON,

e R T T T
REFERENCES BY PERMISSION.

E. E. MANTON, Esq., President and Treas. Manufact " Fi
£~ 2 LOUKWOOD: B bomiaad dees anufacturers’ Fire Insurance Co., Boston.

STRAW, Esq., Agent Amoskeag Mills and Steam Fire Engine Works, Manchester, N, H,

W.C. CHAPIN, Esq., Pacific Mills, T, :
HARMONY MILLS, Uotions X L

. BATTAMS, Esq., Chief Engineer Fire Depart X
Messns. FALES, JENKS, & SONS, Pawtueker B 10" 2ubwrn, N. ¥
THOS. J. HILL, E5q., Providence, R. L.

CLARK'S PATENT RING SCREW COUPLINGS.

Patented March 9, 1869.
Xispecially Adapted to this Hose. Warranted Perfecily Tight and Fast,
and Easily put on.
ALSO,
ITEAVY ROLLED BRA SS ITOSTET PIPE
BIRASS ITAN DILES, WITI SWIVEL. -
11
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BOOK S

Sent post-paidi#on receipt of the price.

ORANGE JUDD & CO.,-

No. 245 Broadway, New York.

Cotton Culture,

A Complete Manual for Cotton Grow-
ing. By Joseph B. Lyman. With
an additional chapter upon Cotton Seed
and its Uses, by J. R. Sypher. Price $1.50.

This work discusses in the first part,
climate, the farm, stock, implements, pre-
paration of soil and planting, cultivation,
picking, ginning, baling and marketing,
and gives a calendar of monthly opera-
tions. A discussion of the extent of the
cotton lands, the varieties of the cotton
plant, and the insects and diseases that
molest it, form the second part. The
work contains a colored map of the Cotton
Lands of the United States, besides other
illustrations.

Gardening for the South;

Or, How to Grow Vegetables and Fruits.
By the late William N. White, of
Athens, Ga. With additions by Mr. J.
Van Buren and Dr. James Camak. Re-
vised and newly stereotyped. Illustrated.
Price $2.00. e

Gardening for Profit.

A Guide to the successful cultivation of
the Market and Family Garden. By
Peter Henderson, Finely illustrated.
Price $1 50.

There are marvels of transformation,
and rapid reproduction recorded therein,
which might well shame the dull fancy of
the author of Aladdin or of Kaloolah.
There is no theory about it; a man who
has made himself rich by market-garden-
ing plainly tells our young men how they
can get rich as easily as he did, and with-
out wandering to California or Montana
for it either. — HORACE GREELEY in the
N. Y. Tribune.

New American Farm Book.

Originally by Richard L. Allen.
Revised and greatly enlarged by Lewis
F. Allen. Price $2.50.

Allen’s American Farm Book has been
one of the standard farmers’ hand books
for twenty years; it is still a valuable
book, but not up to the times; and as its
author, Mr. R. L. Allen, could not give
time to its revision, this was undertaken
by his brother, Hon. Lewis F. Allen, the
distinguished farmer of Niagara county,
editor of the American Shorthorn Herd
Book. The work is greatly enlarged, and
full of suggestions from the rich experience
of its editor and reviser, and is called the
New American Farm Book.

Farm Implements and Machinery.

The principles of their Construction and
Use, with simple and practical explana-
tions of the laws of motion and force as
applied on the farm. By John J.
;I;‘lhﬁgmus. ‘With 287 illustrations. Price

Practical Floriculture,

A Guide to the successful Propagation
and cultivation of Florists’ Plants. By
Peter Henderson, author of  Garden-
ing for Profit.” Beautifully illustrated.
Price $1.50.

Certainly the most practical and desir-
able work that has ever been published on
this subject. We are selling them rapidly.
Some no doubt will say that it exposes the
¢ secrets ” of the Trade too freely, and that
it will make Gardeners and Propagators so
plenty that our occupation, like Othello’s,
will be gone. H. A. DREER, Seedsman
and Florist, Philadelphia, Pa.

Full to overflowing with valuable in-
formation.

FRANCIS RICHARDSON, Toronto, Canada.

Thoroughly practical, yet readable as
anovel.—N. Y, Sun.

Parsons on the Rose,

A Treatise on the Propagation, Culture,
and History of the Rose. Revised and
newly electrotyped. Illustrated. By
Samuel B. Parsoms. Price $1.50.

How Crops Grow.

A Treatise on the Chemical Composi-
tion, Structure, and Life of the Plant.
With numerous illustrations and tables of
analyses. By Prof. Samuel W,
Johmnson, of Yale College. Price $2.00,

Another work by the same author is
now in press, entitled * How Crops Feed,”
in which the subject of the Food of the
Plant is amplified in all its details, and the
atmosphere and the soil are fully discussed
in their manifold relations to the Plant.

Herbert's Hints to Horse Keepers.

Bylthe late Henry William Her=
bert (Frank Forester). Price $1.75.

A complete manual for horsemen, em-
bracing, How to Breed a Horse; How to
Buy a Horse; How to Break a Horse;
How to Use a Horse; How to Feed a
Horse; How to Physic a Horse; How to
Drive a Horse, etc.; and a chapter on
Mules and Ponies, etc.  Beautifully illus-
trated.

ORANGE JUDD & CO.,
No. 2456 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.
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NEW ENGLAND

MUTUAL L

'E INSURANCE (€0,

No. 39 State Street, - - BOSTON.

Accumulated Fund, Jan. 1, 1869

$7,000,000.

Surplus to be distributed to Members

$ 763,000,

To be allowed in settle;

have paid all cash.

o sl
nt of notes or credited in payment of premium where parties

DISTRIBUTIONS ANNUALLY.

ALL PoLICIES NON-

: FORFEITABLE
of April 10, 1861), to the extent of the’il}nv}glelfe

the laws of Massachusetts (see Statute

The following Table will show e 1ime that a Life Policy, issued b this Compan
1 the 1i Y, y pany,
WILL CONTINUE IN FORCE after the annua cash PAYMENT OF PREMIU ASE
a ED MIUM HAS
f h CEASED,

no other condition of the Poli
. { olic,
payments, are given; but they

referred to above,

y being violated. Onl iffe
I v . y four different a
will suffice to show the practical Workﬁzg,oz}n&:e;/aevx;

PAYMENTS IN CASH.
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Policies issued to the amount of $20

ENDOWMENT plan.

This i i
Company is now entering upon its twenty-fifth year, and has at risk

B8E85,000,000.

8%~ For Pamphlets and Cir i
@ ] cul: i
address either the President or S(;:rrsétagrl;m

BENJ, F. STEVENS, Presi
JOSEPH M. GIBBENS, Secretary, e

WM. W. MORLAND, M.D.,
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Medical Examiner,

g details of the Company’s operations,

»O00 on a single life, on the LIFE or

WALTER 0. WRIGHT,
AOWAT'.

BOOKS FOR THE COUNTRY.

HARPER & BROTHERS, New York,

PUBLISH THE FOLLOWING WORKS:
ROOSEVELT’S FIVE ACRES TOO MUCH. Five Acres Too Much. A Truthful
Elucidation of the Attractions of the Country, and a Careful Consideration of the
Question of Profit and Loss a8 involved in Amateur Farming, with much valuable
Advice and Instruction to those about Purchasing Large or Small Places in the
Rural Districts. By ROBERT B. ROOSEVELT, Author of ¢ Game Fish of North
America,” ¢ Superior Fishing,” ¢ Game Birds,” etc. With Characteristic Tllustra-

tions. 12mo, Cloth, $1.50.

FLAGG’S EUROPEAN VINEYARDS. Three Seasons in Kuropean Vineyards.
Treating of Vine Culture; Vine Disease and its Cure; Wine Making and ‘Wines,
Red and White; Wine Drinking as affecting Health and Morals. By WILLIAM J.
FrLAGG. 12mo, Cloth, $1.50.

SCOTT’S FISHING-BOOK. Fishing in American Waters. By Genio C. ScorT.
With 170 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, Cloth, $3.50.

MEAD’S GRAPE CULTURE. An Elementary Treatise on American Grape Cul-
ture and Wine Making. By PETER B. MEAD. Profusely Illustrated. 8vo, Cloth,
£3.00.

VAUX’S ARCHITECTURE. Villas and Cottages: A Series of Designs prepared
for Execution in the United States. By CALVERT Vaux, Architect (late DOWNING
& VAUx). New KEdition, Revised and Enlarged. Illustrated by nearly 500 En-
gravings. 8vo, Cloth, $3.00.

THE AMERICAN HOME GARDEN. Being Principle
of Vegetables, Fruits, Flowers and Shrubbery. To which are added brief Notes on
Farm Crops, with a Table of their average Product and Chemical Constituents. By
ALEXANDER WATsSON. Several Hundred Tllustrations. 12mo, Cloth, $2.00.

WOOD’S HOMES WITHOUT HANDS. Being a Description of the Habitations
of Animals, classed according to their Principles of Construction. By J. G. WooD,
M.A., F.L.S., Author of ““Illustrated Natural History.” With about 140 Illustra-
tions engraved on Wood by G. Pearson, from Original Designs made by F. W. Keyl

and E. A. Smith, under the Author’s Superintendence. 8vo, Cloth, Beveled Edges,

$4.50.
HARPER & BROTHERS will send any of the above works by mail, postage free, to
any part of the United States, on receipt of the price.

HARPER’S PERIODICALS.

«Unpquestionably the best sustained work of the kind in the world.”

The most popular Monthly in the world. — New York Observer.
¢ A Complete Pictorial History of the Times.”

HARPER’S WEEKLY.
AN ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER.

The model newspaper of our country— complete in all the departments of an
American family paper — HARPER’S WEEKLY has earned for itself a right to its
title, ** A Journal of Civilization.” — N. Y. Hvening Post.

The articles upon public questions which appear in HARPER’S WEEKLY from week
to week form a remarkable series of brief political essays. They are distinguished by
clear and pointed statements, by good common-sense, by independence and breadth of
view. They are the expression of mature convietion, high principle, and strong
feeling, and take their place among the best newspaper writing of the time. — North

American Review.
An Tilustrated Weekly Journal of Fashion, Pleasure & Instruction.

HARPER’S BAZAR.

A Supplement containing numerous full-sized Patterns of useful articles accom-
panies the paper every fortnight, and occasionally an elegant Colored Fashion Plate.

Tt has the merit of being sensible, of conveying instruction, of giving excellent pat-
terns in every department, and of being well stocked with good reading matter.—

Watchman and Reflector.
Terms for Harper’s Periodicals.

s and Rules for the Culture

HARPER'S MAGAZINE, ONE YEAR ¢ + o o ¢ o o o o 00 oo . $4 00
HARPER’S WEEKLY, ORE AR o b S e e 400
4 00

HARPER’S BAZAR, ONE YEAR « *o s s o v a8 0 0 o oo o o
HARPER’S MAGAZINE, HARPER’S WEEKLY, AND HARPER’S BAZAR, to
one address, for one year, $10.00; or any two for $7.00.
Address HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.

14




